
ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH 

MOTHER CHURCH OF THE BERKSHIRES 

ESTABLISHED 1849 

Pittsfield, Massachusetts 

Liturgical Celebrations 

Saturday  4:00 PM 
 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

 11:30 AM 
 

Daily Mass  12:10 PM 
 

RCIA  Tuesdays, 6:30 PM 
 

Holy Hour  Monday-Friday, 11:00 AM 
 

Daily Rosary  Monday-Friday, 11:30 AM 
 

Prayer Group 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 6:45 PM 

The Staff 

Msgr. Michael Shershanovich, Pastor 

Rev. Geoffrey Deeker, CSS, Priest in Residence 

Rev. Mr. Pasqual Baldasaro, Deacon 

John Arasimowicz, 

Coordinator of Youth Religious Education 

e-Mail: stjosephccd@berkshire.rr.com 

Michele Madden, Secretary 

e-Mail: Michelemadden@berkshire.rr.com 

Mrs. Patricia Momnie, Pastoral Minister 
 

St. Joseph’s Parish Office 

414 North Street. Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Tel: (413) 445-5789 

Fax: (413) 443-5466 

Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 

e-Mail: msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com 

Web site: www.stjoepittsfield.com St. Joseph’s Cemetery 

Mr. Paul Guillou, Superintendent 

Nancy Nolan, Secretary 

Tel: (413) 499-1317 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

All new parents are expected to complete a course of instruction. 

Please consult the parish office for classes. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 3:00-3:45PM 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 

Couples should contact the parish office at least one year prior to the wedding. 

New Parishioners should register at the parish office. We look forward to welcoming you to the 

parish family and hope you will become involved with your time, talent and treasure. 

Ministry to the Sick and Parishioners confined to home have visitations that are scheduled on a 

regular basis. Please notify the parish office to make arrangements. 

Religious Education Classes are held at St. Joseph’s High School following the 9:00 AM Mass 

for all public school students, grades K-11, and parochial students preparing for Sacraments. 

 



LECTORS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
D 

3ÔȢ *ÏÓÅÐÈ 2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ .Å×Ó 
 
 

November 29th There is no C.C.D. today, November 29. #ÌÁÓÓ ÒÅÓÕÍÅÓ ÎÅØÔ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȢ 

December 6th  Christmas Party—All students are expected to report to their   
    classroom and attend the Christmas Party as a group with their 
    classmates. Parents of grade K through 5 are invited to stay with 
    their child to work on a Christmas craft. 
December 13th  Rehearsal for students participating in the Christmas Pageant. 
    begins Sunday, December 13th. There is regular class for all  
    other students.  

S t .  J o s e p h  C h u r c håP i t t s f i e l d ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

 

 

The Giving Project 2015 

Parishioners and frequent guest worshipers are in-

vited to select a gift tag from the Giving Tree. All 

gifts need to be returned by Sunday, December 

13th. The tags include the name of the child a toy 

preference and a clothing size. Children treasure 

the clothing items and toys you have chosen. The 

size of the gift is not important. Your willingness to 

participate is what will make the project successful. 

Tonight at 6 p.m. Sunday Advent Vespers will begin in the South Chapel.  
Everyone is welcome to attend. 

3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ  
.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ φόÔÈ  

ψ 0- 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Sheila Bouquet 
Joe Bourquard 
Sheila Christiana 
Michael Collins 
Barbara Dalo 
Paula Dodds 

 

Lectors 
Tom Daly 
M. Fezzi 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ  
.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ φύÔÈ  

ύ !- 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Edward Boehm 
Gene Cornell 
Jeanne Cornell 
Terry Costello 
Paul Guillou 
Kurt Haswell 

 

Lectors 
Joe Dahrouge 
Al Najimy 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ  
.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ φύÔÈ  
υυȡχτ !- 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Michael Wood 
P. McDonough 
Daniel Kochapski 
Anne Dunham 
Mary Huska 
Charles Knappe 

 

Lectors 
Anna Stack 

Robert Bouquet 



NOV EMB ER  29 ,   2015            

KINDLY SILENCE ALL PAGERS, CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES  

BEFORE THE LITURGY BEGINS. THANK YOU! 

 

New website for the Deaf Ministry is Fr. Matt Alcombright at: 

 http://www.ministrywiththedeaf.com/ 

The next ASL Mass in the Berkshires will take place at St. Markôs on December 13, 2015 

at 2:00 p.m. Following the Mass there will be a social gathering. Please join us! 
 
The St. Anne Society will have its annual Christmas Tea on Saturday, December 12 beginning at 2 p.m. 
ɸɽ ʃɷɴ ɥɰʁɸʂɷ ɘɴɽʃɴʁ. ɖ ɼɴɽÜʂ ʀʄɰʁʃɴʃ ɵʁɾɼ ʃɷɴ ɗɴʁɺʂɷɸʁɴ ɝɸɻɻʂɼɴɽ ɘɷɾʁʄʂ ʆɸɻɻ ɴɽʃɴʁʃɰɸɽ ʆɸʃɷ ɱɴɰʄʃɸɵʄɻ 
four part a cappella holiday songs. Following the tea and delicious treats, the group will process into the 
ɵɾʄʁ ɾÜɲɻɾɲɺ ɢɰʂʂ ɰʂ ɿɰʁʃ ɾɵ ʃɷɴ ɴɽʃʁɰɽɲɴ ɿʁɾɲɴʂʂɸɾɽ. ɖɽʈ ɸɽʃɴʁɴʂʃɴɳ ʆɾɼɴɽ ɰʁɴ ʆɴɻɲɾɼɴ ʃɾ ɰʃʃɴɽɳ ɰʂ 
guests. 

 
Our food pantry is grateful to the St. Vincent DePaul Society of Sacred Heart parish and the Pittsfield Boys 
and Girls Club’s Children’s Center for their recent donations to us. Both groups were extremely generous 
with a vast array of items which help us and our clients during the holiday season. Hopefully, you had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving as you helped us to make a good holiday season for our members. God bless you! 
 
The tickets for the Fifty-fifth celebration of the Twelfth Night will be available for sale at the Rectory be-
ginning December 1 through December 31st, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Friday. The ticket 
cost is $35. when purchasing tickets be prepared to state meal choice of chicken, fish or beef, and then 
call LouAnn for seating reservation. Tables are being set to seat 8 but can be reserved for up to 10. 
 

To  our St. Joseph family: ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÚÁÁÒ Á ÈÕÇÅ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȦ In 6 hours we raised 
over $4,000.00!!! The baked goods were a hit (ÁÎÄ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ), the knit-wear and quilts will be sure to keep 
many of us warm in the coming winter months, and the Chinese raffle provided some excitement and com-
petition! Not to mention the cute Christmas crafts will be sure to add some holiday cheer in many homes. 
Thank you to everyone for your support! Cheers!!  



CYCLE C NOVEMBER 29, 2015 

1
st
 Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

"But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and 
raise your heads because your redemption is at hand." 
Jesus instructs his disciples to take this posture of confi-
dence in the midst of a terribly disturbing situation. De-
scribing his second coming, Jesus says that on seeing 
this event unfold, "People will die of fright." And yet the 
disciples are supposed to be pillars of strength. While 
others cower in fear, the Lord's followers are somehow 
immune, with heads raised high. Why? 

 Well, presumably, because those who follow Christ-
-those who earn the distinction of being disciples--have 
nothing to fear. On the contrary, when they have to 
"stand before the Son of Man," it will be a happy occa-
sion. But here's the catch: "disciple" is more than an 
empty title. If we want to be counted among this confi-
dent crew, there are a few things for us to do. Today's 
Gospel spells out these tasks, which are all perfect things 
to pursue during Advent. 

 First, we have to make sure that our "hearts do not 
become drowsy." We are called to stay awake in a spir-
itual sense, not allowing "carousing, drunkenness and 
the anxieties of daily life" to numb us. We need to avoid 
whatever might reduce our ability to recognize and re-
late to Jesus, because we don't want his appearance to 
catch us "by surprise like a trap." Advent is an ideal time 
to examine our lives to determine what activities, priori-
ties, or pastimes might be putting our hearts to sleep. 
Secondly, we need to pray. We need to ask Jesus himself 
for "the strength to escape the tribulations that are im-
minent and to stand before the Son of Man." We can't do 
it alone. But with Christ's help, we can be true, fearless 
disciples. 

Readings for the Week of November 29, 2015 

Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14/1 Thes 3:12--4:2/Lk 

21:25-28, 34-36 

Monday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8-11/Mt 4:18-22 

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-6/Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-6/Mt 9:35--10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-6/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

 

Observances for the Week of November 29, 2015 
Sunday: 1st Sunday of Advent 

Monday: Andrew, Apostle 
Tuesday:  

Wednesday:  
Thursday: Francis Xavier, Priest 

Friday: John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
Saturday:  

Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Saturday, November 28th                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

TOM & ALICE MELE & FAMILY                    4 PM 

Requested by Friends & Family 

Sunday, November 29th          

EDMOND J. HOSPOD                                        9 AM                                                                                                                             

Requested by Family 

JAN MANGANO                                         11:30 AM 

Requested Daughter 

Monday, November 30th                                      

JOSE PARALTA 23rd ANNIVERSARY        12:10 PM 

Requested by Family 

Tuesday, December 1st                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

JOHN GAJEWSKI                                        12:10 PM 

Requested by The Mays Family 

Wednesday, December 2nd          

JAMES FOTI                                                 12:10 PM                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Requested by Nancy Wituszynski 

Thursday, December 3rd    

ELIZABETH J. PUTNAM                                  12:10 PM                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Requested by Sister, Marjorie 

Friday, December 4th                                                                                                                                                                                          

DAVID JASEWICZ 10TH ANNIVERSARY 12:10 PM 

Requested by Wife, Cher & Family 

Saturday, December 5th                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

GENE MOMNIE                                                  4 PM 

Sunday, December 6th          

WILLIAM & BLANCHE WILSON                   9 AM                                                                                                                             

Requested by Family 

MARIE (BELLA) & LEONARD LEBLANC    11:30 AM 

Requested M/M ROBERT LEBLANC 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS AVAILABLE  TO THOSE 
WHO CANNOT TOLERATE GLUTEN. 

PLEASE NOTIFY PRIEST BEFORE MASS. 

NEICH BED ZIE POCHWALONY JEZUS CHRYSTUS 

ST.  JOSEPH PRAYER LINE:  443 -1221  


