
ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH 

MOTHER CHURCH OF THE BERKSHIRES 

ESTABLISHED 1849 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 

Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday  4:00 PM 
 

Sunday  9:00 AM 
 11:30 AM 
 

Daily Mass  12:10 PM 
 

RCIA  Tuesdays, 6:30 PM 
 

Holy Hour  Monday-Friday, 11:00 AM 
 

Daily Rosary  Monday-Friday, 11:30 AM 
 

Prayer Group 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 6:45 PM 
 

Holidays                                     Mass 9AM 

The Staff 
Msgr. Michael Shershanovich, Pastor 

Rev. Geoffrey Deeker, CSS, Priest in Residence 
Most Rev.Bishop Timothy McDonnell 

Bishop Emeritus in Residence 
Rev. Mr. Pasqual Baldasaro, Deacon 

John Arasimowicz, 
Coordinator of Youth Religious Education 

e-Mail: stjosephccd@berkshire.rr.com 
Michele Madden, Secretary 

e-Mail: Michelemadden@berkshire.rr.com 
Mrs. Patricia Momnie, Pastoral Minister 

 

St. Joseph’s Parish Office 
414 North Street. Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Tel: (413) 445-5789 
Fax: (413) 443-5466 

Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 
e-Mail: msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com 
Web site: www.stjoepittsfield.com 

St. Joseph’s Cemetery 
Jay Meehan, Forman 

Nancy Nolan, Secretary 
Tel: (413) 499-1317 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
All new parents are expected to complete a course of instruction. 

Please consult the parish office for classes. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturdays, 3:00-3:45PM 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Couples should contact the parish office at least one year prior to the wedding. 

New Parishioners should register at the parish office. We look forward to welcoming you to the 

parish family and hope you will become involved with your time, talent and treasure. 

Ministry to the Sick and Parishioners confined to home have visitations that are scheduled on a 

regular basis. Please notify the parish office to make arrangements. 

Religious Education Classes are held at St. Joseph’s High School following the 9:00 AM Mass 

for all public school students, grades K-11, and parochial students preparing for Sacraments. 
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LECTORS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
D 

S A I N T  J O S E P H  C H U R C H  P R A Y E R  L I N E :  ( 4 1 3 )  4 4 3 - 1 2 2 1  

Saturday, January 23rd   

4 PM 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Mary Sukiennik 

Joe Tournier 
Kay Tournier 

Jim Armstrong 
Sr. Jean Bostley 
Dave Bouchard 

Lectors 
Sharyn Fresia 
Cheryl Furtek 

Sunday, January 24TH 
9 AM 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Betty Kirby 

Jack Laviolette 
Nancy Nolan 

Donna Quallen 
Carolyn Rousseau 

Joe Ryan 
Lectors 

Peggy Taylor 
Sharon Vincent 

Sunday, January 24TH  
11:30 AM 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Anne Dunham 
Mary Huska 

Charles Knappe 
Daniel Kochapski 

Ron Pelletier 
J. Weatherwax 

Lectors 
P. McDonough 

Paul Mays 

St. Joseph Religious Education News 
 

 

 All students should report to class.  
              Grades 3,4, 5 & 6 will go to confession.  

 
Calendars have been given out.  If for some reason you  

didn’t get one please see John A. or call 822-1297.  

The Extraordinary Jubilee Of Mercy 

Be Merciful During the Jubilee Year of Mercy  
Pract ic ing mercy in our l ives actua l ly does take pract ice.   

If you didn’t mean to be a pain in the neck to someone, admit that you 
were and ask the person to forgive you.  

Mercy: No one can place limits on the love of god who is ever ready to 
forgive.  

Miser icordiae Vultus,  no.  3 

BASKET BALL YOUTH FREE THROW CHAMPIONSHIP  

Knights of Columbus, Msgr. Eugene F. Marshall, Council #103, 
Pittsfield, is sponsoring a Basket Ball Youth Free Throw Championship 
for 2016 on Saturday January 30th, 2016 starting at 1 PM at St. Joseph 

High School. All boys and girls 9 to 14 years old are invited to 
participate in their respective age divisions. Winners will have the 

opportunity to progress through the local, district, regional and 
state competitions All contestants on the local level are recognized 
for their participation.  Participants are required to furnish proof 
of age and written parental consent. For entry forms or additional 
information contact Jeff Hiltpold, chairman at 281-1737. 



NEICH BED ZIE POCHWALONY JEZUS CHRYSTUS     

 

 Kindly silence all pagers, cell phones and other electronic devices before the  
Liturgy begins. Thank you!  

 
 

 
 

 
 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS AVAILABLE  TO THOSE WHO CANNOT TOLERATE GLUTEN. 
PLEASE NOTIFY PRIEST BEFORE MASS. 

LENTEN REGULATIONS  
 

 1.  Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of abstinence from meat as well as days of 
fast, when only one full meal is allowed. 

 On days of fast two other meatless meals may be taken according to one’s needs, but 
together they should not equal another full meal. 

 
 2 The other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat. 
 
 3. The obligation to abstain from meat begins at fourteen (14) years of age. 
 
 4. The obligation to fast begins at eighteen (18) years of age and ends at fifty-nine (59) 

years of age. 
 
 Although the faithful may excuse themselves for a just cause from these laws of fast and 
abstinence, there is an obligation to substitute another penance and no Catholic should 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Sunday, Feb. 21tt at 1:00 p.m 

PENNY SOCIAL in the Parish Center 

If you or a member of your family are confined to the Hospital or Nursing 
Home please notify the Rectory so that a Parish Minister could visit and 
bring Communion.  This is the only way we are notified 

There is opportunity for prayer and confession each Wednesday night  
from 6-7pm at St Joseph’s. 

I pray that many of us will take the opportunity to receive these special 
graces during the Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

WINE & CHEESE after the 4PM Mass Saturday, January 23. Please 
join us to mix and mingle!  

Msgr. Mike 



CYCLE C JANUARY 24, 2016 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

"So that you may realize the certainty of the teachings 
you have received." St. Luke began his Gospel by ex-
plaining why he wrote it. His intention was to provide 

a written account "of the events that have been fulfilled 
among us." But he didn't write simply to make a his-
torical record; he wrote in order to bolster the confi-

dence of the Christian community. He wanted to offer 
them a resource for realizing that what they had been 

taught was legitimate. This is why he investigated 
"everything accurately anew" and wrote it down "in an 

orderly sequence." 
This passage helps us understand the relationship be-

tween sacred tradition and sacred Scripture. As Catho-
lics, we believe that the Bible is an essential part of 

divine revelation that goes hand in hand with the teach-
ings that were established by Jesus and passed on by 
his apostles. The "Catechism of the Catholic Church" 
tells us that the church "does not derive her certainty 

about all revealed truths from the holy Scriptures 
alone. Both Scripture and Tradition must be accepted 
and honored with equal sentiments of devotion and 

reverence" (#82). Here, Luke emphasizes that what he 
writes is a confirmation of what was already being 

taught. 
This fact should help us appreciate the gift of the Bi-
ble. This inspired collection of books exists to help us 
practice our faith and to bring us into a deeper under-
standing of the revealed word of God. Although the 

Bible is not the only source of revelation, it does help 
us to have what Luke calls "certainty" regarding our 

faith. We do hear Bible readings at Mass, but we 
would do well to read the Bible on our own as well. 
Let us not miss the opportunity to hear God's word 

speaking to us every day. 
 

Readings for the Week of January 24, 2016 
Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8-10, 15/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 

12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
Monday: Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22/Ps 117:1-2/Mk 16:15-18 

Tuesday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 96:1-3, 7-8, 10/Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-17/Ps 89:4-5, 27-30/Mk 4:1-20 

Thursday: 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/Ps 132:1-5, 11-14/Mk 4:21-25 
Friday: 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Ps 51:3-7, 10-11/Mk 4:26-34 

Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Ps 51:12-17/Mk 4:35-41 
Next Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-6, 15-17/1 Cor 12:31--

13:13 or 13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30 
 

Observances for the Week of January 24, 2016 
Sunday: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time; Catholic Schools Week 

Monday: Conversion of Paul the Apostle 
Tuesday: Timothy and Titus, Bishops 

Wednesday: Angela Merici, Virgin; Our Lady of Altagracia 
(Dominican Republic)  

Saturday, January 23rd                                          
JIM MOONEY                                                     4PM                                                      
Requested by Bill Turner & Chris Keegan 
Sunday, January 24th          
JOHN & RAE ARASIMOWICZ                        9AM                                                                               
Requested by Sons, John & Tom 
 

MASS FOR THE UNBORN                         11:30AM 
Requested by Knights of Columbus Assembly 895 
Monday, January 25th    
INTENTIONS OF ANN MCCAFFREY       12:10PM                                                                
Requested by Misner-Elias Family 

Tuesday, January 26th               
INTENTIONS OF MISNER-ELIAS FAMILY  12:10 
 

Wednesday, January 27th                                             
LISA MCCABE                                             12:10PM                                                                                                                                            
Requested by McCabe Family 
Thursday, January 28th                             
MATTHEW MASTALERZ                                             1                     ;               
Requested by Family 
Friday, January 29th                                                                                  
INTENTIONS OF MSGR. MIKE                12:10PM                 
Requested by Anonymous 

Saturday, January 30th                                                                                                                                       
For the Parish                                                      
 

Sunday, January 31st                                                                                                                                     
CARMEN GIANNOPOLO                                 9AM 
Requested by Wife & Family 
 

CATHERINE O”KEEFE                               11:30AM 
 


