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Church and Parish Office:  
300 State Road Å West Grove, PA  19390  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 am-12 pm, 1-4 pm 

Email: abvm@comcast.net 

Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  

Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 

Twitter: @ABVM_WestGrove 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday: 4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
After morning Mass, Monday through Friday, until 7 pm  

ABVM Adoration Chapel 
No adoration on public holidays or snow days.  

Pastor é..é.éReverend Scott D. Brockson 
                                    padrescott96@aol.com 
 
 
 

Pastor  Emerituséé.é..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 
 

In Residence é.éRev. Msgr. Frank Depman 
                                   
 

Deacons é.ééé..Deacon Thomas Hannan 
                            Deacon Michael DeGrasse 
                                   
Operations Manager é.ééMary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff éé..ééDonna Brumbaugh 
                                            Ann Caruso 
 
Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
                                                      

  
 

School Principal é.éééééDanielle White 
                                 principal@abvmschoolwg.us 
 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 

 
Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) ééé 
                                          Teresa Leszczynski 
                          abvmfaithformation@gmail.com
  

Religious Education Office .é...(Ph) 610-869-8575 

 
 

 

Facilities Requestééabvmfacilities@gmail.com 

 
 

Sacraments and Devotions 
   

Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly) 
 
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 
parish priest at least six months prior to the wedding 
and enroll in a marriage-prep program. 

 
 

Reconciliation: (Church) Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm  
 
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  
 
 

Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 
publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 
Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net. 

Sunday, July 8, 2018 
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                           SUPPORTING OUR HEROES 
 
 In an era when Americans are divided over many issues, there is one thing, thankfully, which 
brings us all together ï honoring our fallen soldiers, veterans and those who are currently serving in the 
armed forces.  Across political, cultural and religious boundaries we rightly recognize the debt that we 
owe them for their sacrifices.  They are the heroes of America.  We also have heroes in our religion.  
The heroes par excellence of the Catholic Church are the Saints in heaven.  They lived lives of heroic 
charity, in their love and dedication to God and neighbor, going far beyond the feeble service to God that 
most of us offer.  But we also have heroes of our Church whose names we do not know.  They are the 
countless men and women who founded the Church in North America and granted us a great legacy 
which we enjoy today. 
 
 In the fifteenth century, Jesuit missionaries from France came to North America to evangelize the 
natives living in Canada and upstate New York.  Eight of them were martyred and canonized.  Their 
courage in the face of great hardship has been an inspiration for the Church in United States and 
Canada.  But there were many others who also suffered and remained true to the faith.  They built a 
strong foundation for the Church in Canada and the upper parts of the United States.   
 

The colony of Maryland was founded in 1632 by the Second Lord Baltimore, Cecil Calvert, with 
the intention that it be a refuge for Catholics fleeing persecution in England.  Unfortunately, the initial 
tolerance did not last and when the Puritans gained the upper hand in the colony in 1689 Catholics were 
vigorously persecuted.  By 1708 there were only 2,974 Catholics out of a population of 40,000.  
However, by 1785, the number had risen to 15,800 and despite public hostility the resourceful Catholics 
of Maryland were able to lay the foundation for the Church on the eastern seaboard.  From them came 
the first American-born bishop and archbishop, John Carroll, known as the father of the Church in the 
United States.  These Catholics, both lay and religious, did much to create an environment of religious 
tolerance which we enjoy in the United States today. 
 
 When the waves of Catholic immigrants from Germany, Ireland, Italy and other countries came 
here in the nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, many priests and nuns followed them as 
missionaries.  By their efforts the Church in the United States grew exponentially.  They founded 
numerous churches, orphanages, schools, hospitals and colleges.  Our own Saint in Philadelphia, 
Bishop John Neumann, came in 1836 as a missionary to America after completing his studies for the 
priesthood in Bohemia.  Of course, we cannot overlook the contribution of thousands of missionaries 
who came from Spain and established the Church in Florida, the American Southwest, and California.  
In fact, the first recorded Mass in what would become the territory of the United States was celebrated at 
St. Augustine, Florida in 1565. 
  
 My point is that Catholics in the United States owe a great deal to the generations of missionaries 
who came before us.  One way of showing our appreciation is to support todayôs missionaries who are 
doing in their communities what so many missionaries did for us.  The same enthusiasm with which we 
support our military and veterans should be shown towards these priests, religious and lay missionaries.  
Were we to neglect them we would be unworthy of the sacrifices of the holy men and women of the past 
who made our Church great.  Dear parishioners, thank you for your prayers for the missions and for 
welcoming last week Father Honest Munishi, CSSp, who spoke about the work of the Spiritans, formerly 
known as the Holy Ghost Fathers.  In the past, missionaries from the West, especially Ireland, travelled 
to Africa to bring the good news.  Now, African missionaries are returning the favor by serving as 
missionaries not only in their own countries but in the de-Christianized Western countries.  Father 
Munishi and his confreres are heroes of our Church today.  

 
 
 

Father Scott   
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Live the Liturgy 
It seems that Jesus is always facing some kind of 
opposition. Today, those from his native place amaze him 
because of their lack of faith. We oppose Jesus as well. It is 
not easy to be challenged and realize our great need to 
change. We grow comfortable with ourselves and our 
surroundings and resist change. We become defensive 
when the wisdom Jesus utters asks us to leave ourselves 
and our concerns and think more about others. We lack 
faith in God, faith in ourselves, and faith in one another. We 
are asked to keep our eyes fixed on the Lord and allow 
ourselves to be stretched. Jesus knows what he is talking 
about. Do we really believe this? 

 

Questions of the Week 
  

1st Reading (Ezekiel 2:2-5) Today, we hear the call of the 
priest Ezekiel to be a ñprophetò for God to the ñrebelliousò 
Israelites in captivity in Babylon. What does this tell us 
about the mercy of God?  
  
2nd Reading (2 Cor 12:7-10) Paul speaks of a ñthorn in his 
fleshò that was given as a divine directive to keep him 
humble and focused on Christ. How do you practice humility 
in your faith? 
 

Gospel (Mark 6:1-6a) What do you find most astonishing 
about Markôs account of Jesusô rejection at Nazareth? 

 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reflection  
 

July 8, 2018 

Please Pray   

For Our  

Military  

 

Public Prayer Request  
 
 

Name: _______________________________________ 
 
 

Requester/Phone:______________________________ 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

2˓ LT Nicholas J. Caruso 

S˓GT Andrew Wolfe 

S˓SGT James McWilliams 

A˓B Michael Connelly & 
FLT277, Lackland AFB 
S˓PC Thomas Wolfe  

S˓GM Nicolas Relacion 

P˓FC Charles Morgan Griffith 

S˓SGT Michael Kauffman 

H˓M1 Matthew Rosenberg  

A˓B Brandon Narkin & FLT 
601/602 Lackland AFB 
2˓ LT Niccolo Iacovelli 

C˓adet Jacqueline Brattan 
P˓VT Charlie Harrison  

P˓FC Daniel Engberg  
L˓T Connor Dunleavy 

1˓st ID HHBN & Coalition  

M˓AJ Sean McEntee 

L˓TC Don McDannald  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Please remember to pray for those in need of hope and healing. 

Mary, Health of the Sick, pray for them. 
 
 

John Jones, Donna Shoemake, Ethan M., Ashleigh Kelly, 
Janice Wolfe, James Clark, David Mackenzie, Audrey, 
Helen Perry, Lee Richardson, Matthew Rusnak, Bill Sau-
erwine, Jean Mariano, Ida & Hank Guckes, Jamie Fuller, 
Debbie Robinson, Mary Ann Grofcsik, Diane Kuster, Jerry 
& Laura Watts, Ed Painter, Kathleen Kennard, Rita Shep-
pard, Susan Nagdev, Betsy Jones, Frankie Knowles, 
Chayse & Jack Rusnak, Charles Mitchell, Linda Carango, 
Patti Bubel, Robert E., Luke Ramowski, Philip Caruso, 
Paula Reeves, Tim G., Christopher Furniss, Ryan Coyle, 
Msgr. John Graf, Abigail McCrystal, Philip Budzynski, 
Fred & Betty Anne Silva, Jennifer Cable, Rose Marie 
Reynolds, Margo Passehl, Shirley Carlson, Bob Lauer, 
Lacey Pidgeon, Jones Family, M.J., Nancy Larkin, Fabio-
la Matalonis, John & Liz Yeager, Visitation Prayer Inten-
tions 

Requests  

 

Rest in Peace 
 
 

      Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and  
    let perpetual light shine upon her.  May her          
        soul and all the souls of the faithful 

        departed rest in peace.   
        Alice Young 

 

       Words to Ponder 
 
 

ñAnd rising very early in the morning, 
while it was still dark, [Jesus]  

departed and went out to a desolate 
place, and there he prayed.ò 

 

                       ~ Mark 1:35 


