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Church and Parish Office:  
300 State Road Å West Grove, PA  19390  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 am-12 pm, 1-4 pm 

Email: abvm@comcast.net 

Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  

Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 

Twitter: @ABVM_WestGrove 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday: 4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
After morning Mass, Monday through Friday, until 7 pm  

ABVM Adoration Chapel 
No adoration on public holidays or snow days.  

Pastor é..é.éReverend Scott D. Brockson 
                                    padrescott96@aol.com 
 
 
 

Pastor  Emerituséé.é..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 
 

In Residence é.éRev. Msgr. Frank Depman 
                                   
 

Deacons é.ééé..Deacon Thomas Hannan 
                            Deacon Michael DeGrasse 
                                   
Operations Manager é.ééMary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff éé..ééDonna Brumbaugh 
                                            Ann Caruso 
 

Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
                                                       

Director of Liturgy & Music  Michael Xavier Lundy 
                     abvmwestgrovemusic@gmail.com 
 
 

School Principal é.éééééDanielle White 
                                 principal@abvmschoolwg.us 
 
School  Development DirectoréKristen Sullivan 
                        development@abvmschoolwg.us 
 

 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 
 

Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) ééé 
                                          Teresa Leszczynski 
                          abvmfaithformation@gmail.com
  

Religious Education Office .é...(Ph) 610-869-8575 
 
 

Facilities Requestééabvmfacilities@gmail.com 
 

 

Sacraments and Devotions 
 

Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly) 
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 
parish priest at least six months prior to the wedding 
and enroll in a marriage-prep program. 

 

Reconciliation: (Church) Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm  
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  
 

Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 
publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 
Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net. 

Sunday, October 21, 2018 
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                            THE CHURCH EXISTS TO EVANGELIZE 

 

 Pope St. Paul VI published an important apostolic exhortation on the tenth anniversary of 
the closing of the Second Vatican Council named Evangelii Nuntiandi (ñProclaiming the Gospelò), in the hope that he 
might stir up the Catholic world to put greater energy and resources into bringing others to share in the joy of the 
good news of Christ.  The Church had experienced great upheaval following the close of the Council on December 8, 
1965.  It was provoked in large measure by the modernization of the ancient liturgy, widespread dissent from the 
teaching of the Church among theologians and preachers, the abandonment of priesthood and religious life by 
thousands of vowed men and women, the rejection and disparagement of traditional devotions like the Rosary, 
Novenas and Benediction by many pastors of the Church, and the softening of disciplines like Friday abstinence and 
regular confession.  The changing attitudes towards sex, authority and tradition in western culture at the same time 
also affected the faithful.  Although the Council brought some much-needed updating to Catholic teaching and 
practice, and its teachings were beautiful, orthodox and solid, its vision of reform and renewal in Catholicism 
remained largely unrealized.  The result was that many Catholics felt lost.  All of the certainties which they had been 
taught from childhood were undermined, and the solid ground on which they had built their moral and religious lives 
had moved out from under them.  If it was no longer a mortal sin to eat meat on Friday, they wondered, was it a 
mortal sin to miss Mass on Sunday?  If the liturgy which had been celebrated for over a thousand years could so 
easily be manipulated, could not also the ancient doctrines of the Church?   
 

 With a loss of confidence in the perennial truths of Catholicism came a loss of interest in missionary activity.  
For, as St. Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth, ñIf inanimate things that produce sound, such as flute or harp, do not 
give out the tones distinctly, how will what is being played on flute or harp be recognized?  And if the bugle gives an 
indistinct sound, who will get ready for battle?ò (1 Cor 14:7-8).  If the gospel is taught to the faithful half-heartedly and 
its traditional understanding altered, then the sense of urgency to make Christ known is lost.  If the faithful no longer 
share in the belief that the Church is divinely founded as the arbiter of truth and revealer of God, they will not be 
motivated to do as Jesus commanded the apostles before he ascended to the Father: ñGo, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded youò (Mat 28:19-20).  Why should missionaries go to the trouble of 
leaving family and home to live in evangelical poverty among strange peoples, and teach them about Jesus, if their 
souls can just as easily be saved by practicing their indigenous beliefs? 
  

The Church withers if she does not evangelize.  For proof all we have to do is look on any given Sunday at 
the once full but now empty mainline Protestant churches.  We see proof also in the dwindling number of people 
attending Mass on Sunday.  There are encouraging exceptions, but by and large, the Catholic Church in the United 
States has been remiss in her mission to evangelize.  The churches that evangelize are full on Sunday morning.  It 
would seem that God does not bless with large numbers congregations made up of timid hearts and unconvinced 
minds who make little effort to convince others of his love and desire to be their Savior.  Moreover, if there is a 
paucity in gospel outreach, neither will the children and youth of a congregation be evangelized.  These children find 
no dynamism in the faith of their parents, and so there is little to attract them to it.  How can young people be 
convinced of the truth of the gospel if they do not see any sense of urgency in the adults to live it and to reach the 
unchurched?  In contrast, we see that churches which evangelize have greater success in passing on the faith to 
their young people.  A sign of hope for renewal in the Catholic Church are the growing number of parents who do 
have a strong sense of mission and pass it on to their children.  But they are still the exception, not the rule.     

 

 Pope St. Paul VI knew what would happen to a Church which does not evangelize.  He made a strong 
appeal to the faithful to support the missions, and to be missionaries themselves in the place where the Lord had put 
them.  He wrote that ñEvangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity. She 
exists in order to evangelize, that is to say, in order to preach and teach, to be the channel of the gift of grace, to 
reconcile sinners with God, and to perpetuate Christ's sacrifice in the Mass, which is the memorial of His death and 
glorious resurrection.ò  Like the situation in which we find ourselves today, he wrote to a Church in turmoil, which 
suffered from the alienation of many of its members.  He understood that in such a context he had a responsibility 
before God, ñall the more noble and necessary when it is a matter of encouraging our brethren in their mission as 
evangelizers, in order that, in this time of uncertainty and confusion, they may accomplish this task with ever 
increasing love, zeal and joy.ò  I believe that the pastors of the Church today share that same responsibility.  This is 
why I am pleased to welcome Father Andr® Kazardi, of the missionary Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, to celebrate Mass for us this weekend, to speak about the missions, and to ask our support for the Propagation 
of the Faith, the missionary arm of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  May his words encourage all of us to do our part 
to preach the gospel to all nations, to bring them into the Family of God through holy Baptism, and to keep them 
there by teaching them to observe all that Jesus commanded.   

  

                    - Father Scott  
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Please Pray   

For Our  

Military  

 

2˓ LT Nicholas J. Caruso 

S˓GT Andrew Wolfe 

S˓SGT James McWilliams 

A˓B Michael Connelly & 
FLT277, Lackland AFB 
S˓PC Thomas Wolfe  

S˓GM Nicolas Relacion 

P˓FC Charles Morgan Griffith 

S˓SGT Michael Kauffman 

H˓M1 Matthew Rosenberg  

A˓B Brandon Narkin & FLT 
601/602 Lackland AFB 
2˓ LT Niccolo Iacovelli 

C˓adet Jacqueline Brattan 
P˓VT Charlie Harrison  

P˓FC Daniel Engberg  
L˓T Connor Dunleavy 

1˓st ID HHBN & Coalition  

M˓AJ Sean McEntee 

L˓TC Don McDannald  

 

Public Prayer Request  
 
 

Name: _______________________________________ 
 
 

Requester/Phone:______________________________ 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

Rest in Peace 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed rest in peace.  
Camillo Catena 
Edward Char 
Mark Pressgrove 

 

Please remember to pray for those in need of hope and healing. 
 
 

Bruce Barclay, Lorelai Gilbert, Jennifer Keller, Dana & 
Charles Mitchell, Linda Carango, Matthew, Chayse & Jack 
Rusnak, Marie OôDonnell, Margaret Storms, Linda LeNoir, 
Richard Brimes, Bobby Kane, Anne Pell, Tom & Jane Little-
ton, Barry Hill, Ed Painter, Judith Hasson, Devon Bartholf, 
Luke Ramowski, Margo Passehl, Mary Jane McGlennen, 
Philip Caruso, Msgr. John Graf, Ryan Coyle, Fred & Betty 
Anne Silva, Gary Gamache, Eileen Adams, Phil & Brenda 
Budzynski, Barbara Herwick, Joe Kane, Lee Richardson, 
Cheryl Sedlak, G. Furniss & Christopher Furniss, Bob Lau-
er, Sister Lorraine, Rich Fisher, Deacon Jim Elliott, Fabiola 
Matalonis, Karen Dinius, John & Joanne George, Louann 
Armstrong, Fran Lukas, Christian Malmgren, Linda & Gene 
Glomb, Steve Henry, John Yeager, Ethan M., Ashleigh 
Kelly, Janice Wolfe, David Mackenzie, Audrey, Bill Sauer-
wine, Jean Mariano, Ida & Hank Guckes, Jamie Fuller, 
Debbie Robinson, Visitation Prayer Intentions 

 

 

 

Live the Liturgy 
Persistence is really a virtue and the face of a strong 
character. We all have heard stories of people who have 
done incredible things in the presence of obstacles that 
appear insurmountable. These are real stories of real people 
who have lost limbs or faced other physical challenges. 
They have become amazing athletes and sometimes saints 
who overcame incredible difficulties in order to proclaim 
Godôs love and presence. Where there is a strong will, there 
is a way. What do we want Jesus to do for us? Let your faith 
inspire you to find the courage to love in the face of 
bitterness, the faith to persevere when tempted to give up, 
and the hope to move forward when falling into despair. 
Jesus saves us from ourselves and gives us the clear vision 
to see as God sees. 
 

Questions of the Week 
   

1st Reading (Isaiah 53:10-11) Todayôs reading is an excerpt 
from the final suffering servant oracle of the book of Isaiah 
(52:13-53:12). The prophet Isaiah speaks of redemptive 
suffering. When have you found Godôs grace at moments of 
suffering in your life? 
 

2nd Reading (Hebrews 4:14-16) We hear in Hebrews how 
Jesus sympathizes with our weaknesses. What would you say 
are your spiritual weaknesses?  
 

Gospel (Mark 10:35-45) Jesus speaks to his disciples today 
about the importance of service to others. In what ways do you 
offer service to others in need?  

Special Note: 
 
 

The November 10th Saturday Vigil Mass at 4:30 pm 

will include the celebration of Confirmation  

by Auxiliary Bishop Timothy Senior.  
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Week of Oct. 13/14, 2018  $14,410 
Includes $5,000 estimated  

E-Giving - 33% Participation 

Avg. Weekly Collection 2018/2019  

Estimated Wkly Expenses 2018/19 
$14,869
$17,631 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The 2018 Annual Parish Appeal is 
underway. Our goal is $150,000. In 
the first eleven months of the 2018 
Appeal three hundred and twenty-
one families have pledged more 
than $138,800 of which $131,055 has 
been received. The Appeal is sup-
porting continuing operations of the 
Parish and has helped us fund a few 
necessary projects. These include 
upgrade of the HVAC system in the 
Church and Parish Life Center and 
improvement of the church sound 
system, including hearing assist 
devices (on order). Please complete 
the Intention Card you received in 
your letter from Father Scott and 
place it in the envelope in the collec-
tion basket or mail the envelope to 
the Parish Office.  You may also use 
the Parish Appeal envelope from 
your packet of envelopes to make 
your donation. The Finance Council 
and Father Scott thank you for your 
generosity.  

We are very pleased that our e-
giving over the past eight months 
has increased. We also are pleased 
that our average collection amount 
per envelope has also increased. 
Thank you for responding to our 
needs. We have reduced our budg-
eted expenses for the new 2018 ð 
2019 fiscal year by more than 
$28,000. Our beloved church with 
the associated facilities is ap-
proaching 17 years old. As in your 
home, maintenance costs and oper-
ating costs need to be addressed. 
You have demonstrated your gener-
osity to enable us to fulfill our fiscal 
responsibilities. Please continue to 
be as generous as you can. 

 
 

Thursday, 
November 1st 

 

Holy Day of Obligation 
 

 6:30 am Mass 

10:00 am Mass 

 7:00 pm Mass 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Friday, 

November 2nd 
 

8:15 am Mass 
 

7:00 pm Mass 

    of Remembrance  
 

Join us as we remember our loved ones who  
have gone before us.  

 

Candles will be available for a suggested donation  
of $3 at Mass. After the Eucharist, you may place  
your candle in front of the altar to remember 

your dearly departed loved ones.    
Mass of  

Remembrance 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Eucharistic  Adoration  
Monday - Friday, After Morning Mass until 7 pm  

Come and experience the quiet and peace of praying before our Lord in 
the Blessed Sacrament.  All are invited to participate.  Please consider 
signing up for a weekly holy hour or half hour. Visit the sign-up table in 
the vestibule or contact Mary at 302-388-3752; hartown@verizon.net 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please join us in welcoming Fr. Andre Kazadi, a Missionhurst - CICM the 
Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Missionary who will be visit-
ing our parish this weekend, October 20/21, to present a Mission Sunday 
talk.  Fr. Andre is assigned to the foreign mission of the United States and 
will be sharing his life and dedication to the people he serves with us. 

October 20 & 21 


