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Church and Parish Office:  
300 State Road Å West Grove, PA  19390  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 am-12 pm, 1-4 pm 
Email: abvm@comcast.net 

Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  
Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 

Twitter: @ABVM_WestGrove 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday: 4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
After morning Mass, Monday through Friday, until 7 pm  

ABVM Adoration Chapel 
No adoration on public holidays or snow days.  

18th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
Sunday, August 4, 2019 

Pastor é..é.éReverend Scott D. Brockson 
                                    padrescott96@aol.com 
 
 

Pastor  Emerituséé.é..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 
 

In Residence é.éRev. Msgr. Frank Depman 
                               

Deacons é.ééé..Deacon Thomas Hannan 

                            Deacon Michael DeGrasse 
              Deacon Ronald Lewis 
 

Operations Manager é.ééMary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff éé..ééDonna Brumbaugh 
                                            Ann Caruso 
 

Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
           

Director of Liturgy & Music  Michael Xavier Lundy 

                     abvmwestgrovemusic@gmail.com 
 

School Principal é.éééééDanielle White 
                                 principal@abvmschoolwg.us 
 

School  Development DirectoréKristen Sullivan 

                        development@abvmschoolwg.us 
 
 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 
 

Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) ΧΧΧ 
                                          Teresa Leszczynski 
                          abvmfaithformation@gmail.com
  

Religious Education Office .é...(Ph) 610-869-8575 
 

Facilities Requestééabvmfacilities@gmail.com 
 
 

Sacraments and Devotions 
 

Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly) 
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 
the parish priest at least six months prior to the 
wedding and enroll in a marriage-prep program. 

 

Reconciliation: (Church) Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm  
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  
 

Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 
publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 
Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net. 
 

Hearing Assist Devices are available for use at Mass.   
Please see an usher for details. 
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                      DISUNITY IS THE WORK OF THE DEVIL 
 

In his second letter to them St. Paul encourages the Christians in Corinth to exercise the virtue of forgiveness, 
and he offers forgiveness himself to those in the church who offended him, ñso that we might not be taken ad-
vantage of by Satan, for we are not unaware of his purposesò (2 Cor 2:11).  It is a dangerous thing to be unaware of 
the machinations of the devil, who seeks to tear a community apart.  Likewise, St. Paul exhorts the Ephesians to 
make sure that anger does not lead them to sin, and to not allow the sun to set on their anger, for otherwise they 
would ñleave room for the devilò (Eph 4:27).  The devil will use unchecked human emotions for his own purposes, 
which includes sundering the people of God.  

  
Last week I mentioned in my article the Great Schism which occurred in 1054 between the Church of the East 

and the West, which followed the ex-communications which the Pope of Rome and the Patriarch of Constantinople 
(in modern-day Turkey) issued against each other.  Anger over disagreements on the exercise of authority in the 
Church led to the scandal of formal division.  This black mark on the Body of Christ was almost healed a few hun-
dred years later by an agreement for union by the representatives of the East and West at the Ecumenical Council 
of Ferrara-Florence.  Unfortunately, it was rejected by most of the monasteries of the East, which had enormous 
influence, and therefore was also rejected by most of the Christian faithful of the Byzantine Empire.  The history is 
complicated, but the root cause for the failure of the reunion was sin in the leaders of both sides, especially the sins 
of pride, anger, unforgiveness and worldly ambition.  They seemed to have little awareness or care for the purposes 
of the devil, leaving him plenty of room to inculcate division, for their ambition and attachments to things of the earth 
were more important to them. 

       

I would argue that the other great division of Christianity, the Protestant Revolt of 1517 and following, was also 
largely the result of men who did not recognize, or were unrepentant, of their sins of pride, anger, unforgiveness and 
worldly ambition.  Certainly, there were significant doctrinal disagreements, but they were amplified by the animosity 
between the pope and Martin Luther, as well as the animosity and discord among dukes and princes, and between 
them and ecclesiastical authorities.  (It is said that Pope Leo X [1513-1521] was more interested in the hunt than in 
the happenings in Germany.)  The ill will which mutual recriminations stirred assured the impossibility of reconcilia-
tion and productive theological discourse.  Surely, the devilôs hand was in it!  He knew that the greatest damage he 
could do the cause of Christianity was to introduce division.  Thus, from the very beginnings of the Church he at-
tempted to sow division.  We see this in the first chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, when shortly after Pentecost 
Satan attempted to divide the apostles and the people between those who insisted that all Christians must follow the 
precepts of the ancient Jewish Law, and those who believed that the ritual laws no longer applied.  It was the 
apostlesô and peopleôs assent to the definitive judgment of St. Peter that prevented a schism (see Acts 11). 

    

In his high priestly prayer before his arrest and trial Jesus prayed not only for the apostles but for all who would 
believe in him through their testimony.  He prayed ñthat they may all be one, as you Father, are in me and I in you, 
that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me.  And I have given them the glory you gave 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may be brought to perfection as one, 
that the world may know that you sent me, and that you loved them even as you loved meò (Jn 17:21-23).  Unity 
among believers in Christ is important because God is a unity ï better said, God is a communion of three divine 
Persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  They are united in an eternal bond of love. 

   
According to St. Augustine, the Latin word communionem has its origin in com, meaning ñwith, togetherò and 

unus, meaning ñoneness, union.ò  Communion with one another is a fundamental mark of the Christian people.  The 
purpose of the Son of Godôs Incarnation was that men and women might in him be brought into communion with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit.  Through their communion with the Holy Trinity human beings are also brought into com-
munion with one another.  When communion is weakened or broken, the entire Church suffers, and so does her 
mission.  For this reason, since the time of the Protestant Revolt, the nations of the West have progressively moved 
away from God.  The disunity of those who profess faith in Christ seriously diminished the dynamism of the faith and 
hindered the Churchôs witness to the gospel.  Those who split from the Catholic Church soon formally separated 
again and again from each other, for they no longer had a locus for unity in the Pope of Rome.   

 

As we lament the sad disunity among believers in Christ, let us pray that we may all be one day united in com-
mon faith and worship.  Let us also take up the challenge to work towards unity at the local level, with other Chris-
tian bodies, and also within our parish, which as a community of Catholic faithful is the stable presence of the Cath-
olic Church in our area.  Let us ask God to grow us in the virtues of humility, love, magnanimity and peacefulness so 
that we may strengthen our communion with God and one another, and be more effective witnesses to the gospel of 
Christ.     

                                                 - Father Scott 
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Public Prayer Request  
 
 

Name: _______________________________________ 

 
Requester/Phone:______________________________ 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

 

 

 

Please remember to pray for those in need of hope and healing. 
 

Nellie McGinnis, Terry OôConnell, Ed & Carol Painter, Philip 
Caruso, Msgr. John Graf, Ryan Coyle, Fred & Betty Anne 
Silva, Tippi Carlino, Tommy Lake, Gert & John Lincoln, Linda 
& Gene Glomb, Bob Lauer, Phil Budzynski, Santi Ceccotti, 
Pat Mannion, Joan OôNeill, Scott Cook, G. Furniss, Jennifer 
Donnelly, Suzann Jaagus, Christopher Busby, Diane Morgan 
Quigley, Pattie Perry, Deborah Ann Scott, Dora Vito, Domeni-
co Ruffini, Carson Coyle, Mary Jo Tate, Nick Gosline, Bill 
Sauerwine, Bryce Porter, Debbie Robinson, Frankie Knowles, 
Bruce Barclay, Lorelai Gilbert, Jennifer Keller, Dana & 
Charles Mitchell, Linda Carango, Matthew, Chayse & Jack 
Rusnak, Marie OôDonnell, Linda LeNoir, Richard Brimes, 
Bobby Kane, Anne Pell, Tom & Jane Littleton, Barry Hill, Ju-
dith Hasson, Devon Bartholf, Luke Ramowski, Margo Pas-
sehl, Visitation Prayer Intentions 

Readings of the Day 
Eccl 1:2;2:21-23, Ps 90:3-6,12-14,17, Col 3:1-5,9-11, Lk 12:13-21 

 

Live the Liturgy 
The cake is frosted, the guests have arrived, and the gifts are 
piled high. One by one, the packages are opened, and one by 
one, the child reaches for another. Who among us hasn't seen 
a child who appears crestfallen when the gifts run out? Even 
the abundance isn't quite enough. Today's Gospel tackles a 
key question in the spiritual life - grateful or greedy? 
 

"There was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful 
harvest." We all recognize the need to be practical. Raising a 
family, there's need to save for all sorts of things beyond 
normal day-to-day costs - medical bills, family vacations, 
private school, rainy day funds, retirement. Jesus doesn't 
critique the rich man for simply having an abundant harvest. It's 
his mentality. Does the rich man sell off the extra to make the 
needed repairs to the back fence or to invest in some additional 
livestock to grow the business? Perhaps donate some of the 
excess to the poor? No. "You have so many good things stored 
up for many years, rest, eat, drink, be merry!" The man wants 
to hoard and indulge with no concern for others. 
 

Jesus doesn't condemn prudent saving or owning necessary 
items. He calls us to purify our attitudes. "Guard against all 
greed... one's life does not consist of possessions." We are 
called to be good stewards. This means being practical. It also 
means remaining open to God's invitation with our resources. 
Are we tithing to our parish? Do we give alms to the poor? 
Does our weekly entertainment far outstrip what we offer to 
others? Life is not about "stor[ing] up treasure for [our]selves." 
The more we grow in gratitude and generosity, the more we 
become "rich in what matters to God." 

Rest in Peace 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed rest in peace. 
 

Edith Haney 
Derek Stem 

Pray For Our Military   

S˓GT James Francis 

2˓ LT Nicholas J. Caruso 

S˓GT Andrew Wolfe 

S˓SGT James McWilliams 

A˓B Michael Connelly & 
FLT277, Lackland AFB 
S˓PC Thomas Wolfe  

S˓GM Nicolas Relacion 

C˓PL Charles Morgan Griffith 

S˓SGT Michael Kauffman 
H˓M1 Matthew Rosenberg  
A˓B Brandon Narkin & FLT 
601/602 Lackland AFB 
2˓ LT Niccolo Iacovelli 

C˓adet Jacqueline Brattan 
P˓FC Daniel Engberg  
L˓T Connor Dunleavy 

1˓st ID HHBN & Coalition  

Military Plaque to honor those who are currently serving in the 
U.S. Military is on display in the Church Vestibule.  If you would 
like to have your loved oneõs picture displayed, please send a 
photo of your active duty military person, in uniform, with their 
name, rank, and your contact information. Contact Dave Bes-
selman at 484-667-0267 or dbesselman1@gmail.com. 
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The 2019 Annual Parish Appeal is 
doing well. Our goal is $150,000. In 
the first nine months of the 2019 
Appeal 297 families have committed 
more than $138,750 of which 
$125,086 has been received. The 
Appeal is supporting continuing 
operations of the Parish and will 
enable us to fund one necessary 
project. This is to establish an emer-
gency fund for unbudgeted, major 
expenses for the church; e.g., the 
ultimate replacement of the church 
roof. The initial contribution to this 
emergency fund will be one-third of 
the moneys collected in the 2019 
Parish Appeal. Please complete the 
Intention Card you received in your 
letter from Father Scott and place it 
in the envelope in the collection bas-
ket or mail the envelope to the Parish 
Office. You may also use the Parish 
Appeal envelope from your packet of 
envelopes to make your donation. 
The Finance Council and Father 
Scott thank you for your generosity. 

 

 Collection Month of July 2019  $63,413 

 Includes $19,018 E-Giving for July  

 30% Participation 

 Avg. Weekly Collection 2019/2020  

 Estimated Wkly Expenses 2019/20 

$12,758
$13,855 

   

Thank you for your continued support! 

Our 2019-2020 fiscal year budget has 
been adjusted to reflect recent his-
torical income numbers.  This fiscal 
year our income goal is $722,000 for 
the Offertory collection. Our beloved 
church with the associated facilities 
is approaching 18 years old. As in 
your home, maintenance costs and 
operating costs need to be ad-
dressed. You have demonstrated 
your generosity to enable us to fulfill 
our fiscal responsibilities. Please 
continue to be as generous as you 
can. 

 

9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǝŎ !ŘƻǊŀǝƻƴ 

Monday -Friday, After Morning Mass until 7 pm  

²Ƙŀǘ 5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ aŜŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ wŜƎǳƭŀǊ !ŘƻǊŜǊΚ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǩƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ !ŘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊπ
ǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΦ !ŘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΦ  LŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǝƳŜΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘπ
ŜǊΧΧ LŦ ǘǿƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ 
Ŏŀƴ ŀǎƪ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ Ǝƻ όǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎύ ƻǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘŜƭƭ 
ǳǎ ΦΦΦƴƻ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƭŀǎǘΦ [ƛŦŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǝƳŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŀŘƻǊŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŬƴŘ ƛǘ ƘŀǊŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǳǘǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ 
ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ŀƊŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳƛǎǎΦ 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƘƻǳǊΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aŀǊȅ ²ƘŀǊǘƻƴΣ 
ƘŀǊǘƻǿƴϪǾŜǊƛȊƻƴΦƴŜǘΦ hǳǊ {ǳƳƳŜǊ !ŘƻǊŀǝƻƴ bŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ м ǇƳ ŀƴŘ 
н ǇƳ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ о ǇƳΦ   

 
 
 

 

�:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�����$�X�J�X�V�W�������W�K 
�$�%�9�0���$�G�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���&�K�D�S�H�O���a�������������3�0 

�)�R�U���W�K�H���&�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���2�X�U���1�D�W�L�R�Q 
 

�2�X�U���3�D�U�L�V�K���L�V���S�U�D�\�L�Q�J���D��Patriotic Rosary Novena �I�R�U���R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���R�Q���W�K�H��
�V�H�F�R�Q�G���:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\���R�I���H�D�F�K���P�R�Q�W�K���I�R�U���Q�L�Q�H���F�R�Q�V�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���P�R�Q�W�K�V�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\��
��-�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������D�W�������������S�P�������3�O�H�D�V�H���M�R�L�Q���X�V���� 

 

AN APPEAL TO HEAVEN ~ GOD BLESS AMERICA  

The Assumption of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary 

FEAST DAY  

Iƻƭȅ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ hōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мрΣ нлмф 

сΥол ŀƳ aŀǎǎ  

млΥлл ŀƳ aŀǎǎ 

тΥлл ǇƳ aŀǎǎ 
 

DƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ CŜŀǎǘ 5ŀȅΗ 


