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STUCO Holds Annual
Student Activities Fair
by Reica Ramirez ‘19 from the MCS Introduction to Media Communications course

Catholic Social
Teaching:
Economic
Justice
by the Social Justice Commission, Diocese of Chalan
Kanoa and Mount Carmel School’s Introduction to
Media Communications students

Earlier this month, Bishop Ryan P. Jimenez announced
that Social Justice Commission of the Diocese of
Chalan Kanoa would publish articles that share
Catholic social teachings on several issues that are of
interest and concern to voters and candidates alike as
the November 2018 elections approach. These
articles are not meant to direct voters to vote for any
particular candidate or platform. Rather, as Bishop
Ryan wrote, these articles are intended to help the
faithful “carefully discern the issues affecting our
community and to use your conscience in examining
these issues”. What follows is the first of such articles.
In Brief:

Clockwise from top left: Middle school and high school students fill up the second floor of Mount Carmel
School’s Maturana Building at the school’s annual Student Activities Fair. Students sign up for athletics at
Mount Carmel School’s annual Student Activities Fair. Kloney Anne Virrey, Mikee Mendoza, and Brandee
Hunter, members of a new cultural club at Mount Carmel School, the Chamorro Club, pose at their booth at
the school’s annual Student Activities Fair.
Over 300 middle school and high school
students participated in Mount Carmel School’s
Activities Fair this past Wednesday, August 22.
Held every year and sponsored by Student
Council, students were able to sign up to various
extracurricular activities available at the school.
This year’s fair featured booths from the
school’s athletic teams, Theatre Club, VOX
Knights, and many new clubs such as the
Chamorro Club, Junior State of America (JSA),
and the 4-H Club.
The students were very excited about the
various clubs available to them. Sophomore,
Brandee Hunter, said, “I signed up to five clubs
because I’m really interested in joining them. I’ve
seen the work they did in the past, and I felt very
inspired.”
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It’s also a big year for the school’s athletic
teams. When asked about the upcoming
volleyball season, Karen Sato, a senior, said, “We
couldn’t get championships last year, so we’re
going to train and work harder as a team to bring
it back this year.”
For its part, Theatre Club is set to produce a
musical called Tasi, which was inspired by
Disney’s Moana. First-time director, Kalea Borja,
explains that pride in our islands and culture is
important, which is why she wanted to direct a
play all about it. As she put it, “I wanted to direct
something that would bring our cultural roots to
life while having having a whimsical, theatrical
background.”
Clubs and organizations are now getting
ready for the upcoming Students’ Leadership
Retreat, in which all activities will be planned for
the school year.

•
•
•

Economic justice is based on the dignity of the
human person.
Everyone has a right to life, basic necessities, and
decent work or economic opportunity.
Individuals, businesses, and governments must
make moral economic decisions that uphold the
dignity of every person.

At Length:
Catholic social teaching on economic justice is
rooted in the Church’s affirmation of the life and the
dignity of the human person. As scripture proclaims,
“Let us love one another because love is from
God” (1 John 4: 7—12).
The Catholic Church thus proclaims that
human life is sacred and that the dignity of the
human person is the foundation of a moral vision for
society. This belief is the foundation of all the
principles of our social teaching. As Pope Benedict
XVI writes in Caritas in Veritate, "The Church forcefully
maintains this link between life ethics and social
ethics, fully aware that 'a society lacks solid
foundations when, on the one hand, it asserts values
such as the dignity of the person, justice and peace,
but then, on the other hand, radically acts to the
contrary by allowing or tolerating a variety of ways in
which human life is devalued and violated, especially
where it is weak or marginalized'" (no. 15).
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Announcements
Tasi Auditions
The MCS Theatre Club is excited to announce
auditions for its next production, “Tasi”, a musical
about the Marianas inspired by Disney’s “Moana”
and featuring an original story and music from the
islands. Auditions are open to all grades and will
be held on Tuesday, September 4, 3:30—5:30 pm,
in Room A-201 (Mr. G’s classroom). Students must
have an audition form/permission slip, available
in the office or on the school’s website. For more
information, see Quincy or email Mr. G at
galvin.deleonguerrero@gmail.com.
South Korea Cultural Exchange Trip
The Korean Community of Saipan is sponsoring a
cultural exchange trip to South Korea from
October 12 to 16. 20 students from the CNMI will
have the chance to visit various historical and
tourist sites. If you are interested, contact Yuki
Kishimoto at y.kishimoto215@gmail.com or
234-6208.
Health Certificates
Please remember to submit your child(ren)’s
updated health certificate(s). As is required by
CNMI law, all students must have an updated
health certificate no more than two years old or
has no expiration date.
Free School Meals Application
The PSS Child Nutrition Program (CNP) is
accepting application for Free School Meals for
School Year 2018-2019. Students from the school
year 2017-2018 Free Meal Eligibility Listing will
continue to receive free meals up to September
7, 2018. Applications are available at the MCS
High School and Business Offices, or
www.cnmipss.org/child-nutrition-program.
Completed application and supporting
documents may be submitted to the Business
Office or to the PSS CNP office located in
Government House 1251 on Capital Hill, Saipan.
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Economic Justice
continued from front
When affirming the dignity of the life and the
dignity of the human person, there are several
implications for economic justice, which were
articulated by the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) in their Pastoral Letter Economic
Justice for All. As the USCCB writes, “All human beings,
therefore, are ends to be served by the institutions that
make up the economy, not means to be exploited for
more narrowly defined goals. Human personhood must
be respected with a reverence that is religious. When
we deal with each other, we should do so with the
sense of awe that arises in the presence of something
holy and sacred” (No. 28).
In concrete terms, this means
that we are called to build a just
economy that works for all,
encompassing a wide range of issues,
including food security and hunger,
work and joblessness, homelessness
and affordable housing, and tax credits
for low-income families, as well as
protecting programs that serve poor
and vulnerable people throughout the
government budgets.
When discerning the issue of
economic justice and informing one’s conscience, in
Economic Justice for All, the USSCB provides ten
elements that make up a Catholic Framework for
Economic Life:
1. The economy exists for the person, not the person
for the economy.
2. All economic life should be shaped by moral
principles. Economic choices and institutions must
be judged by how they protect or undermine the
life and dignity of the human person, support the
family and serve the common good.
3. A fundamental moral measure of any economy is
how the poor and vulnerable are faring.
4. All people have a right to life and to secure the
basic necessities of life (e.g., food, clothing, shelter,
education, health care, safe environment, economic
security.)
5. All people have the right to economic initiative, to
productive work, to just wages and benefits, to
decent working conditions as well as to organize
and join unions or other associations.

6. All people, to the extent they are able, have a
corresponding duty to work, a responsibility to
provide the needs of their families and an
obligation to contribute to the broader society.
7. In economic life, free markets have both clear
advantages and limits; government has essential
responsibilities and limitations; voluntary groups
have irreplaceable roles, but cannot substitute for
the proper working of the market and the just
policies of the state.
8. Society has a moral obligation, including
governmental action where necessary, to assure
opportunity, meet basic human needs,
and pursue justice in economic life.
9.Workers, owners, managers,
stockholders and consumers are moral
agents in economic life. By our choices,
initiative, creativity and investment, we
enhance or diminish economic
opportunity, community life and social
justice.
10.The global economy has moral
dimensions and human consequences.
Decisions on investment, trade, aid and
development should protect human life
and promote human rights, especially for those
most in need wherever they might live on this
globe.
In the end, we are all called to create a more just
society that recognizes and actively ensures the value
of each and every member of our society. In this
regard, our Holy Father, Pope Francis, offers this advice:
"We have forgotten and are still forgetting that
over and above business, logic and the parameters of
the market is the human being; and that something is
men and women in as much as they are human beings
by virtue of their profound dignity: to offer them the
possibility of living a dignified life and of actively
participating in the common good. Benedict XVI
reminded us that precisely because it is human, all
human activity, including economic activity, must be
ethically structured and governed (cf. Encyclical Letter
Caritas in Veritate, n. 36). We must return to the
centrality of the human being, to a more ethical visi of
activities and of human relationships without the fear of
losing something.”

Student Leadership Retreat
TOMORROW, Saturday, August 25
8:00 am—12:00 noon
Faculty & Staff Retreat
Friday, August 31 (no classes)
Labor Day
Monday, September 3 (no classes)
Tasi Auditions
Tuesday, September 4
3:30—5:30 pm, Room A-201

ESLR of the Week
#3. Integrate religious themes
to reinforce Catholicism and
sacramental virtue of life.
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