
                   St. Mary, Mother of God 
A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg 

 A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 
Roman Catholic Church 

 608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229 

 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 19th, 2017 

Father Ronald Maquiñana—Pastor 
rmaquinana@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 
Parish Staff 

William Girardi, Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085 
Claudia Vertosick, Business Manager/Parish Secretary 
Helen James, Religious Education Director   
Thomas Koharchik, Choir Director   
Cynthia Harbison, Social Hall Coordinator 
David Valencic, Parish Custodian 
Richard Bertino, Cemetery Caretaker 
 

Ministries 
Kristen Marhefka/Julie Polana Gardone—Teen Ministry 
Melissa Kristine/Beth Macurdy—Evangelization 
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry 
  

Organizations    
Jean Miller—Christian Mothers 
Ray Smetana/Mary Ellen Gray—St. Vincent de Paul Society 
        

Office Information 
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours : 
   724-295-2281 (Office)  724-295-3090 (Fax) 
   Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
   Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
 
Parish Website:  www.stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Parish Email Address:  thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 

Established 1826 

 

Parish Information 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00 P.M.   
 
Sunday:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 
        
Weekday Masses:  Monday through Friday—8:00 A.M. 
 
Holy Day of Obligation:  8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M.  
  
Reconciliation:  Saturday - 3:00—3:45 P.M. 
 
Baptism:  Sundays within the 11:00 A.M.  Mass (by appointment)   
 
Marriage:  Contact the Parish nine months in advance. 
  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: RCIA helps you to learn 
more about the Catholic faith.  Pre-registration is required.  Con-
tact Fr. Ron or William Girardi at 724-295-2281. 
 
Hospital or Home Visit:  If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion or if you know someone who would like to have the 
priest visit, please call Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281. 
 
Anointing of the Sick:  Contact Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281.   
 
Holy Communion:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Commun-
ion are available to bring the Eucharist to the sick and home-
bound.  If you know of someone, please call the Administrative 
Center at 724-295-2281. 
 
Baptism:  To understand the importance of the Sacrament of 
Baptism and your obligation as parents, you are required to attend 
one baptismal class.   To register for one of these classes, please 
call the Administrative Center at 724-295-2281. 



 
 

 Thank you to those who signed up at the mini-ministry fair that we held 
last Sunday to become part of the ushers, greeters, hospitality and mercy meals 
ministries in our parish.  For those who are still praying about joining, please 
don’t hesitate to call the parish office or approach me or Bill, Pastoral Associate, 
to assist you. We will be more than willing to help you find the ministry where 
you can exercise your gifts and talents. After signing up, we will have a meeting 
to get to know you better, provide some updates and meet the current members of 
the ministries that you volunteered to help. I will inform you of the date as soon 
as it is scheduled. 
 Meanwhile, this Saturday our parish will have our Mardi Gras where we 
will celebrate, share a glass of wine, have fellowship and fun with our families 
and friends for a noble cause to have a PA system in our Fellowship Hall so that 
whenever we have functions or any occasions that require sound and presenta-
tions, we can enjoy them and clearly hear what is being presented.   
 Our Mardi Gras is not that pompous and lavish like what we see in New 
Orleans or Rio de Janiero where people are part of a parade, wear intricate masks 

and costumes while they throw beads and doubloons to spectators in the street and dance to the music. Then 
afterwards, they party with everybody. We do our Mardi Gras as a way of promoting fellowship and sociali-
zation for our parish community. 
 Actually, knowing the origin of Mardi Gras, it is not just about a festive celebration and partying, 
but rather it has something to do with the preparation for the season of Lent.  Mardi Gras is a French word 
for Fat Tuesday wherein people consume food containing animal fat before Lent and, in addition to getting 
their homes ready by eliminating dairy products, Catholics would ready themselves by confessing their  sins 
and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. For this reason, the day before Ash Wednesday is called 
Shrove Tuesday from the Middle English word shriven which means confession. 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Take no revenge and cherish no grudge; love 
your neighbor as yourself. (Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18). 
Psalm — The Lord is kind and merciful (Psalm 103). 
Second Reading — You are the temple of God, and holy       
(1 Corinthians 3:16-23). 
Gospel — Offer no resistance; love your enemies (Matthew 
5:38-48). 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Presidents’ Day 
Tuesday: St. Peter Damian 
Wednesday: The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle;  
 Washington’s Birthday 
Thursday: St. Polycarp 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Mk 9:14-29 
Tuesday: Sir 2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mk 
 9:30-37 
Wednesday: 1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19 
Thursday: Sir 5:1-8; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mk 9:41-50 
Friday: Sir 6:5-17; Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34, 35;  
 Mk 10:1-12 
Saturday: Sir 17:1-15; Ps 103:13-18; Mk 10:13-16 
Sunday: Is 49:14-15; Ps 62:2-3, 6-9; 1 Cor 4:1-5;  
 Mt 6:24-34 

THE HEAVIEST LOAD 
A chip on the shoulder is the heaviest load anyone can 
carry. —Anonymous 



Becoming a Member of St. Mary, Mother of God Church  
Welcome! It is a great joy to welcome new members to our parish community. Please 
register as soon as possible in order to participate in our various programs, ministries and 
activities.  Just drop this form in the collection basket and we will send you a detailed 
registration form.  If you are already a member and have changed any of your personal 
information (address, phone number, name, etc.), please return the changes on the form 
below.  It is important to keep our records up to date.  

St. Mary, Mother of God Membership Request / Change 
 
Name:  _______________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Number: ____________________ 
 
_____New Registration               ______Change Address/Phone             
_____Moving 

    

Welcoming Dinner—February 4th, 2017 

 
 
We are pleased to give you a free subscription 
to formed.org.  Entertaining movies, enlighten-
ing programs, inspiring talks, and a great selec-
tion of popular ebooks—all just a click away!   
It’s easy to get started: 
 Go to:  formed.org  
 Click on Register and create your 
FREE  account by entering your Parish Code 
 and email address.  Your Parish Code 
 is:   VNX4G6 
Get inFORMED with great content from virtu-
ally any device . . . anytime, anywhere. 
If you have any questions, please contact Beth 
Macurdy at:  bmacurdy@ufcw.org or call her at 
724-295-9411. 

 
 
To understand the importance of the Sacra-
ment of Bap sm and your obliga on as par-
ents, you are required to a end one bap s-
mal class.   The schedule for this year will be:  
Thursday, March 2nd; Thursday, June 8th; 
Thursday, September 7th; Tuesday, December 
5th.  To register for this class,  please call 
Mark and Melissa at 724-230-4450 or the  
Administra ve O ce at  724-295-2281. 

The Mardi Gras wine tas ng event will be held Saturday, Febru-
ary 25th, from 6:00 to  10:00 P.M. in our   Fellowship Hall.  $30.00 
a cket and includes wine tas ng and a lite fare.  To reserve ck-
ets, call Bridget at   724-294-0089, Marianne at  724-295-9568,   or 
Je  at 724-596-0503.  Have you considered sponsoring our Mardi 

Gras Wine Tas ng Event?  Sponsor forms are located at all of the church 
entrances.  Please considering lling one out and returning it to the Parish 
O ce by Monday. 



 
 
 

The teens will be making the popcorn and hope you will join them for Family Movie Night.  This 
month's feature will be Facing the Giants.  Grant Taylor, a Chris an high-school football coach (Alex 
Kendrick), gets some very bad news. Besides his and his wife's (Shannen Fields) infer lity problems, 
he faces the a empt of local parents to force the school to replace him. His team, the Shiloh Eagles, 
has never had a winning season in the six years that he has coached the boys. Following a visitor's 
message, Grant tries to inspire his team to use faith to conquer fear and opposing teams.  All are wel-
come  ….   couples, families, singles.  Why not go and meet some fellow parishioners! 

Join them in the Fellowship Hall Sunday, February 19th at 6:00 P.M. 

11 DAY PILGRIMAGE TO SPAIN 
WITH FATIMA & LOURDES 

Visiting, Lisbon, Fatima, Salamanca, Avila, Madrid, 
Lourdes, Montserrat and Barcelona                                                                                           

JULY 6-16, 2017 
Hosted by 

Fr. Ronald Maquinana 
& 

Mr. Jeff Polana 
ONLY $3,599 PER PERSON FROM PITTSBURGH 

(Air/land tour price is $2919 plus $680 govt. taxes/airline surcharges) 
 

INCLUDING:  Roundtrip Air from Pittsburgh, First Class/Select Hotels, Most Meals,  
Services of a Professional Tour Director, Comprehensive Sightseeing,  

Hotel services charges, porterage, entrance fees and much more!! 
 

FOR A BROCHURE AND MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
Fr. Ronald Maquinana at St. Mary Mother of God:                                                  

Tel.: (724) 295-2281   /   Email: thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 
Or Contact Mr. Jeff Polana 

Tel.: (724) 596-0503    /    Email:  defib80@hotmail.com 
 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF                                                    
THE APPARITIONS AT FATIMA 

The Teen Ministry will 
be selling popcorn 

(Pittsburgh Popcorn 
Company) beginning 

this weekend 
(February 18th-19th).  
Please see insert in to-
day’s bulletin for or-
der forms and all de-
tails.  All orders are 
due March 5th.   The 

teens appreciate your 
support! 

 
 
 
February 20th President’s Day—Parish Office Closed 
February 23rd RCIA - 6:30 P.M. - Conference Center 
February 25th Mardi Gras/Wine Tasting - 6:00—10:00 P.M. - Fellowship Hall 
February 26th Religious Education Classes - 9:30—10:35 A.M. 
       Security Guard - “Susan Zigo” 
          Choir Practice - 9:45—10:45 A.M.; 11:00 A.M. Mass 
March 1st Ash Wednesday - Mass/Distribution of Ashes - 8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M. 
March 2nd RCIA - 6:30 P.M. - Conference Center 
March 3rd First Friday - Adoration All Day; 7:00 P.M. - Stations of the Cross 
March 5th Christian Mother’s  - 8:30 A.M. 
  Teen Ministry Meeting - 9:25 A.M. 
  Religious Education Classes - 9:30—10:35 A.M. 
     Open House - 3rd Grade; Security Guard - “Susan Zigo” 
          Choir Practice - 9:45—10:45 A.M.; 11:00 A.M. Mass 

Soup’s On! Thursday, Feb-
ruary 23rd - 11:00 A.M. to 
1:00 P.M., at St. Ladislaus 

Church, 48 Spruce Street, Natrona.  Join 
them for a light soup lunch. Free and open 
to the public! 

If you have any suspicion about the sexual 
abuse (or any other type of abuse) of a mi-
nor child by anyone — please contact PA 
Childline immediately at  1-800-932-0313.  If 
the alleged abuser is func oning in a parish, 
school or diocesan posi on as clergy, reli-
gious, paid sta  or volunteer, you are also 
requested to contact the Bishop’s Delegate 
for Ma ers of Sexual Misconduct a er you 
have called the Childline number and made 
the report.  The Bishop’s Delegate may be 
reached at 724-837-0901, Ext. 1221. 

Would you like to keep abreast of Catholic news but 
don't have the me to read The Catholic Accent, the 

o cial newspaper of the Diocese of Greensburg?  Consider following them on their 
inaugural Twi er account @CatholicAccent.  Everyday they are  twee ng out and shar-
ing Catholic news from Pope Francis, Bishop Edward C. Malesic, and local parishes and 
Catholic schools. Catholic news in one place; they do the work so you don't have to. 



MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY 25TH & 26TH, 2017   

Altar Servers Extraordinary  
Ministers 

Of Holy Communion 

Lector Organist Cantor 

Saturday - 4:00 P.M.     

Brandon Bowser 
Zachary Bowser 
Kennedi Clark 
 

     Andrea Camerlo 
     Fred Walker 
     Dave Valencic 

      Janice Meola         Verne Bergstrom        Alex Smith 

Sunday - 8:30 A.M.     

Breanna & Olivia Sutara 
Katie Huth 
Eva DeMeno 

     Laura Huth 
     Pat Ralston 
     Kim Holbein 

      Susan Shea         Tom Koharchik        Tom Koharchik 

Sunday - 11:00 A.M.     

Celeste Beacom 
Victor Svitek/Evan Giori 
Jacob & Erin Schaeffer 

     Bill Cogley 
     Debbie Baustert 
     Melissa Schaeffer 

      Marushka Steele         Dave Wesolosky        Choir 

MASSES FOR THE 7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    
 
SATURDAY: February 18th  
  4:00 P.M.    IHO James & Alma Ebig [Anniversary] (Bob & Judy Bergstrom)
SUNDAY:  February 19th   
  8:30 A.M.  Fr. Dominick DeBlasio (Sue Lepkowski)   
11:00 A.M.  St. Mary Parishioners   
MONDAY:    February 20th   
  8:00 A.M.  Donna & Gene Nagy (Donna & John Manocchi)  
TUESDAY:  February 21st  
  8:00 A.M.  Charles Tarasovic (Mr. & Mrs. Alan Tarr)  
WEDNESDAY: February 22nd    
  8:00 A.M.  Dawn Heilman (Family) 
THURSDAY: February 23rd     
  8:00 A.M.  Aaron Myers (Myers Family) 
FRIDAY:  February 24th     
  8:00 A.M.     John Knoll (The Policicchio’s)     
 

MASSES FOR THE 8TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    
 
SATURDAY: February 25th   
  4:00 P.M.    Jane Thompson (Ron & Peggy Thompson)  
SUNDAY:  February 26th  
  8:30 A.M.  St. Mary Parishioners  
11:00 A.M.  Kenneth Hughes (Lillian & Geno Pernazza)   

 
 

Offertory Collection for February 12th, 2017  
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  591      
No. of Envelopes Received:  240               

 Collection:  Offertory - $5,561.00 
Loose - $448.00 

Children - $25.25 
Additional Philippine - Typhoon Nina Relief - $400.00  

 Additional Eastern European Collection - $30.00 
THANK YOU!  

Saturday, February 25th, 2017 
Nancy Laux and Betty Lou Nemcek  

Thanks to our advertisers who sponsor this bulletin.     
Please support them with your business. 

 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 
 

“The Gilded Pear”  

The Altar Bread and Wine  
were donated for this week  

in loving memory of  
PAUL BELLI 

By 
Cheryl Belli 

In acknowledging the Real Presence of Christ,   
The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this week  

                   In honor of  
         JAMES & ALMA EBIG 
                         By 
         Bob & Judy Bergstrom 

Has This Ever Happened to You?  The ush-
ers come forward to begin the O ertory 
collec on process.  You check your pocket/
purse.  That’s when you realize you le  it on 
the table.  Ooops!  No envelope to give this 
week!  In the rush of ge ng o  to church, 

we all forget our envelope once in a while.  There is an easier way to 
give.  Why not try on-line banking as an alterna ve?    It’s simple!  It’s 
safe!  And it keeps God at the top of your giving list!  







• BUILDING • REMODELING

• ROOFING • HAULING

Todd Campbell, Owner/Operator

Parishioner

724-335-8317
ANKLE 

AND FOOT CARE
DR. JOHN A. MARTY & ASSOC.

Medical & Surgical Treatment
of the Foot & Ankle

Kittanning
(724) 543-3668

AnkleAndFootCareOnline.com

Caregivers Caring
For You

In Your Home
WWW.CAREATHOME.US

1737 Freeport Road • Arnold, PA 15068

724-339-1117
This Space

Compliments
of:

Dr. Anne Adam
Dr. Larry Adam

Full Service Family
Dentists

353-1521
297-3446

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608
510139 St Mary Church

724-224-7111
FREE DELIVERY

Midway Square
2612 Freeport Rd., Natrona Heights

Robert J. Ingoldsby, R.Ph.

Experience the 
Kennihan Comfort difference!
$38 off Furnace Check!!!

www.Kennihans.com
888.333.1819

FREEPORT
BEVERAGE

Your Local Pop/Beer
Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second Street
Freeport, PA 16229

The Gilded Pear
Antiques & Collectibles

David & Cleatus Burk, Proprietors
225 West Main Street 300 Winfield Road
Saxonburg, PA 16056 Cabot, PA 16023
724-524-1717 724-822-3491

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

an Official Travel
Agency of

Apostleship of
the Sea-USACST 2117990-70

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

Lutz & Pawk L.L.P.
Lawrence P. Lutz

Attorney at Law

Butler Sarver
Office Office

285-3400 353-2170

A Beautiful New Residence
That You Will Be Proud Of

And A Price You Can Live With
295-4300
723 Rt. 356 

(1/2 Mi. N. of Rt. 28)
www.rosebrookadultliving.com
rosebrok@zoominternet.net

David Valencic, Realtor®

Parishioner
Office: 724-933-7713
Cell: 724-212-1884

davevalencic@kw.com

Riverside Cafe
Breakfast - Lunch 8-3

Catering
OPEN SUNDAYS

closed Mon.
724-525-8690
510 High St. Freeport

� 724-295-3698 �

We look forward to 
welcoming your child 

to join in the fun!!

WE DO 
PLUMBING TOO!
603 High Street

Freeport
(724) 295-29501-877-551-6760TOLL

FREE

RReeddmmoonndd  FFuunneerraall  HHoommee  IInncc..
Traditional, Cremation & Preplanning Services

W. Ryan Redmond Supervisor
552244  HHiigghh  SStt..  FFrreeeeppoorrtt        772244--229955--44550000

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families for over 40 years.

Bridget A. Fogarty
REALTOR®

American Heritage Realty
Sarver, PA 16055
Office (724) 295-4700
Cell (724) 448-9645
bridget.fogarty@century21.com   Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

Parishioner

WELLNESS CARE • VACCINATIONS • DENTISTRY

LABORATORY • ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY • PHARMACY

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT • BEHAVIORAL COUNSELING

MICROCHIPPING • RETAIL SHOP & MORE

853 Falcon Park Road • Lower Burrell

www.vvapets.com                       724.339.1525
“Better Built Memorials” See Our Large Display

FREEPORT MONUMENTAL WORKS
P. POFI AND SONS

Established 1921
344 Second St. 295-2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the
Pittsburgh Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR & CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING

SHALE, STONE AND TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com • 724.353.2635

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.


