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Parish Staff 

William Girardi, Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085 
Claudia Vertosick, Business Manager/Parish Secretary 
Helen James, Religious Education Director   
Thomas Koharchik, Choir Director   
William Girardi, Social Hall Coordinator—412-719-7085 
David Valencic, Parish Custodian 
Richard Bertino, Cemetery Caretaker 
 

Ministries 
Kristen Marhefka/Julie Polana Gardone—Teen Ministry 
Melissa Kristine/Beth Macurdy—Evangelization 
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry 
  

Organizations    
Diane Grant—Christian Mothers 
Ray Smetana/Mary Ellen Gray—St. Vincent de Paul Society 
        

Office Information 
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours : 
   724-295-2281 (Office)  724-295-3090 (Fax) 
   Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
   Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
 
Parish Website:  www.stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Parish Email Address:  thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 

Parish Information 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00 P.M.   
 
Sunday:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 
        
Weekday Masses:  Monday through Friday—8:00 A.M. 
 
Holy Day of Obligation:  8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M.  
  
Reconciliation:  Saturday - 3:00—3:45 P.M. 
 
Baptism:  Sundays within the 11:00 A.M.  Mass (by appointment)   
 
Marriage:  Contact the Parish nine months in advance. 
  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: RCIA helps you to learn 
more about the Catholic faith.  Pre-registration is required.  Con-
tact Fr. Ron or William Girardi at 724-295-2281. 
 
Hospital or Home Visit:  If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion or if you know someone who would like to have the 
priest visit, please call Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281. 
 
Anointing of the Sick:  Contact Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281.   
 
Holy Communion:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Commun-
ion are available to bring the Eucharist to the sick and home-
bound.  If you know of someone, please call the Administrative 
Center at 724-295-2281. 
 
Baptism:  To understand the importance of the Sacrament of 
Baptism and your obligation as parents, you are required to attend 
one baptismal class.   To register for one of these classes, please 
call the Administrative Center at 724-295-2281. 
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 First, I would like to thank those who have been involved in the Vacation Bible School - 
Laura Huth, Helen James and all volunteers. Thank you for your time and talent shared for and with 
the children. May God bless you! 
 This Sunday in my column, I would like to talk about the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Je-
sus and the graces that come from observing First Fridays since I noticed that only few come to the 
first Friday adoration and they are the same faces. Somebody commented that maybe I need to talk 
more about it so people will understand the significance regarding this special devotion. So what is so 
special about First Fridays? 
 Our parents grew up going to church every First Friday of the month and taking part in the 

Sacred Heart devotions, but in recent decades the pious practice has fallen out of practice. Why is this?  One reason 
probably is rooted in the lack of understanding. People do not know what First Friday is all about. Families may not 
have adequately passed down their importance to the next generation.                   
 Here are four things to know: 
 1. How did the First Friday Devotion begin? 
 While some saints talked about the Sacred Heart of Jesus in their writings even centuries earlier, in 1673, a 
 French nun named Margaret Mary Alacoque had visions of Jesus, wherein He asked the Church to honor His 
 Most Sacred Heart. In particular, Jesus asked the faithful to “receive Communion on the First Fridays for 
 nine consecutive months”.   The request was connected to a specific promise made to all who venerate and 
 promote the devotion to the Sacred Heart. After Margaret Mary’s death, the First Friday practice steadily 
 spread in the Church, endorsed by popes and promoted by saints, but it greatly increased in popularity when           
 Margaret Mary was canonized as saint in 1920 by Pope Benedict XV. 
 2. What am I supposed to do on First Fridays? 
 Go to Mass and receive Holy Communion with the intention of honoring Christ’s Sacred Heart. If you are not 
 in a state of grace and thus unable to receive, you will need to go to confession. If time permits, spend an 
 hour in adoration to the Blessed Sacrament. 
 3. What are the “promises” connected to this devotion? 
 Jesus made these promises to St. Margaret Mary for anybody who would devote his/her time on First 
 Friday in honor of the Sacred Heart:  
  (1) I will give them all the graces necessary in their state of life. 
  (2) I will establish peace in their homes. 
  (3) I will comfort them in all their afflictions. 
  (4) I will be their secure refuge during life, and above all, in death. 
  (5) I will bestow abundant blessings upon all their undertakings. 
  (6) Sinners will find in my heart the source and infinite ocean of mercy. 
  (7) Lukewarm souls shall become fervent. 
  (8) Fervent souls shall quickly mount to high perfection. 
  (9) I will bless every place in which an image of my heart is exposed and honored. 
  (10) I will give to priests the gift of touching the most hardened hearts. 
  (11) Those who shall promote this devotion shall have their names written in my Heart. 
  (12) I promise you in the excessive mercy of my Heart that my all-powerful love will grant to all  
  those who receive Holy Communion on the First Fridays in nine consecutive months the grace of  
  final perseverance; they shall not die in my disgrace, nor without receiving their sacraments. My     
  divine heart shall be their safe refuge in this last moment. 
 4. What is the purpose of the First Friday devotion? 
 The entire purpose of this devotion is to draw us closer to the heart of Christ. If we fulfill these obligations 
 with sincere faith, it is natural for us to be closer to God and better prepared for death. Jesus wants us to rest 
 on His heart, like St. John, and the First Friday devotion is an opportunity for us to encounter Him more than 
 just on Sundays and to deepen our love for Him. 
 
Coming to know, love and trust that we may take rest in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and place our anxieties within, is 
what the First Fridays are all about. 
 



 
 
August 3rd     First Friday—6:30 P.M. - Benediction 
August 12th   Baptism—“Gardone” - Within the 11:00 A.M. Mass 
August 14th   Parish Council Meeting—7:00 P.M. 
August 15th   Holy day—Assumption of Mary - Parish Office Closed 

Freeport Theater Fes val, has been presen ng 
“Washington in the Ohio Country”, wri en and di-
rected by parishioner Rennick Steele.  Remaining 
performance dates are July 28th & 29th.  Curtain 

me is 7:00 P.M.  Ticket prices are - $15.00/General; 
$12.00/Military/Seniors; and $10.00/Student.  Thea-

ter is located on The Steel Farm in Allegheny Township, two miles 
southeast of Freeport o  Rt. 356 on 2498 White Cloud Road.  
Tickets/informa on/direc ons, call Marushka at 724-295-1934.  

St. Mary Cemetery -  Do you like working out-
side?  Our cemetery is in need of someone to 
help out with the grass trimming and light 

labor work.   One or two days a week from April to November.  If  
you are  interested, please call our caretaker, Richard Ber no, at 
home at  724-295-3632; cell at 724-602-5986. 

First Friday Adora on will be August 3rd, beginning at 
8:45 A.M.  Sign-up sheets are located at the church 
entrances and two people should be represented for 
each half hour.  Please remember that if we do not get 

enough parishioners to commit their me, we will have to dis-
con nue this Catholic tradi on at our parish.  Join us as we adore 
our Lord Jesus!       

The Bishop Morrow Personal Care 
Home (located in Leechburg) now has a 
vacancy.   If you are interested or you 
know of someone that is, please call 
them at 724-845-2828. 

All Altar Servers, Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion and Greeters are asked to pick 
up their new schedules in the Sacristy a er today’s 
mass.  Note - Please remember to nd a replace-
ment if you cannot serve your scheduled me. 

A Meal Train for the Shipe Family has 
been started.  If you want to “get 

onboard” to help this St. Mary’s family, click the link under Help-
ing Hands on the parish home page:  www.stmaryfreeport.org.  

To understand the importance of the Sacrament of 
Baptism and your obligation as parents, you are re-
quired to attend one baptismal class.   The next class 
scheduled for this year will be held Thursday, August 
30th.  The final class for 2018 will be held sometime in 
December.  Call Mark or Melissa  at 724-230-4450 or  

the Administrative Office at  724-295-2281 to register. 

 
 
 
Faith Forma on For Parishioners!  
Now every parishioner can expe-
rience hundreds of hours view-

ing, reading, and listening to the 
best Catholic content. Enjoy 

more than 300 episodes of beau-
ful and compelling video series, 
feature-length movies, mo -

va ng and spiritually-enriching 
eBooks, and over 40 hours of 
audio content.  Register your 

account by going to:  
www.formed.org  and use our 
parish account (case-sensi ve) 

VNX4G6. 



 
 
 
Geibel Catholic Junior-Senior High School, Connellsville, is seeking a full- me Assistant Principal. Applicants are requested to 
submit a le er of interest and current resume to Patricia Nickler, Principal, at:  pnickler@geibelcatholic.org.  Phone 724-628-5600. 
Applica ons will be reviewed as received. 
Geibel Catholic is also seeking a part- me Director of Development and Advancement. Applicants are requested to submit a 
le er of interest and current resume to Dr. Maureen Marsteller, Superintendent for Catholic schools. Please email:                 
CatholicSchools@dioceseofgreensburg.org or call 724-552-2594. Applica ons will be reviewed as received. 
Greensburg Central Catholic Junior-Senior High School is seeking a full- me Director of Ins tu onal Advancement. Applicants 
are requested to submit a le er of interest and current resume to Dr. Maureen Marsteller, Superintendent for Catholic schools. 
Please email:  CatholicSchools@dioceseofgreensburg.org or call 724-552-2594.  Applica ons will be reviewed as received. 

Job descrip ons are at Employment Opportuni es on the diocesan website:  www.dioceseofgreensburg.org. 

“Always God’s Children”, 
the U.S. bishops’ outreach 
ministry to LGBT people 
and their families, will be 
held August 9th, at       
7:00 P.M., at The Grove in 
Latrobe. For addi onal 
informa on, please con-
tact Alecia Moss at:  
leashmo@hotmail.com or 
call 724-433-1857. 

The 17th annual Paul R. Smiy Memorial 
Golf Ou ng will be held August 10th at the 
Ligonier Country Club. The golf ou ng is one 
of three annual events hosted by Catholic 

Chari es to raise funds for people in need. The day includes a 
variety of skill and ra e prizes and ends with a bu et dinner 
and winner’s circle. For more informa on about sponsorships 
and registra on, visit:  www.cchari esgreensburg.org/golf or 
contact Heather Rady at:  hrady@dioceseofgreensburg.org or 
call her at 724-837-1840. 

Bishop Malesic invites all couples celebra ng their 50th Wedding Anniversary during the 
calendar year 2018 to par cipate in a special Golden Jubilee Mass to be held at the Blessed 
Sacrament Cathedral on Sunday, September 23rd, at 3:00 P.M.  The Jubilarians, their chil-
dren, rela ves or friends should contact the Administra ve o ce to register couples for 
this celebra on no later than Monday, 12:00 Noon.  Even though they may not be able to 

a end the Mass, they will receive a scroll signed by the Bishop commemora ng their anniversary.  

St. Joseph High 
School is having 
a co-ed soccer 
camp July 30th-

31st, from 6:00-8:00 P.M. 
at Freeport Community 
Park for students entering 
grades 5-8 in the fall.    The 
cost is $20.00/camper and 
all campers receive a t-
shirt.   Contact Jane Susa 
for addi onal informa on 
at 724- 226-7877 or email: 
jsusa@SaintJosephHS.com 
or you can also visit: 
www.SaintJosephHS.com.  

The Greensburg 
Diocesan Council 
of Catholic Wom-
en is sponsoring a 

night at the St. Vincent Summer 
Theatre for the comedy 
“Leading Ladies” on August 7th 
at 7:30 P.M. The night includes 
50/50 chances on theme baskets 
and refreshments. For ckets, 
($20.00/ea.) or addi onal infor-
ma on, please call Millie Krinock 
at 724-537-2064 or Be y Nem-
chik at 724-668-7436.  

Summer Nutri on and Arts Program 
at Freeport UMC, 211 4th Street, 
Freeport.  This Program will run 
through August 9th from 12:15 - 
2:15 P.M.   They o er a hot lunch 
and an arts program. Lunch is served 
from 12:30 - 1:30 P.M. for children 1
-18 years old and arts from 1:30 - 
2:15 P.M.  Spread the news! 



MASSES FOR THE 17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   
SATURDAY: July 28th  
  4:00 P.M.    Jim Ebig (Betty Labiaux)  
                            
SUNDAY:  July 29th   
  8:30 A.M.  St. Mary Parishioners     
11:00 A.M.  Henry & Stephanie Coyle (Dan & Barb Coyle)  
   
MONDAY:   July 30th    
  8:00 A.M.  Edward Sypulski (Michael & Maria Aftanas)  
    
TUESDAY:  July 31st   
  8:00 A.M.  George Varrato (Sheree Martinetti)  
  
WEDNESDAY: August 1st    
  8:00 A.M.  COMMUNION SERVICE (Fr. Ron will take the mass intention 
  for Fr. Dominick DeBlasio [Pam & Steve Hranica] with him) 
 
THURSDAY: August 2nd     
  8:00 A.M.  COMMUNION SERVICE (Fr. Ron will take the mass intention 
  for Sharon Glath [Family] with him) 
 
FRIDAY:  August 3rd - First Friday    
  8:00 A.M.     Martin Hoffman (Jeananne Postle)      
 

MASSES FOR THE 18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     
SATURDAY: August 4th   
  4:00 P.M.    Dorothy Rezak (Chelko Family) 
  
SUNDAY:  August 5th  
  8:30 A.M.  Philip Bordonaro (Patty Hughes)  
11:00 A.M.  St. Mary Parishioners   

 
 
Offertory Collection for July 22nd, 2018 

No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  613      
No. of Envelopes Received:  183                 

 Collection:  Offertory - $3,532.00 
Electronic Payments (0) - $0.00 

Loose - $353.00; Children - $22.00 
Total Collection - $3,907.00 

THANK YOU!  

Saturday, August 4th, 2018 
Judy Policicchio and Mary Bertino 

Thanks to our advertisers who sponsor this bulletin.     
Please support them with your business. 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 

 
“Lisa Marie’s School of Dance” 

The Altar Bread and Wine  
were donated for this week  

in honor of  
DOROTHY WYANT 

By 
Family 

In acknowledging the Real Presence of Christ,   
The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this week in 

                       honor of  
          DOROTHY WYANT 
                            By 
                        Family 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST 4TH & 5TH, 2018 
Altar Servers Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Lector Greeters Organist Cantor 

Saturday - 4:00 P.M.      

Bill Girardi; Zach Showers 
Madison & Dawson Gaillot 

Stella Aul; Fred Walker 
Andrea Camerlo 

Dave Brestensky Dave Posney 
Lois Posney 

Verne Bergstrom Verne Bergstrom 

Sunday—8:30 A.M.      

Evan McCrea 
Sarah & Hannah Shepherd 
Abby Koharchik 

Kim Holbein 
Cindy Harbison 
Rose Check 

Lisa Boylan Diane Grant 
Janis Harbison 

Tom Koharchik Tom Koharchik 

Sunday—11:00 A.M.      

Marie Pelliccione 
Mason DeMeno; Evan Giori 
Paige Liti 

Dan Lucovich 
Patty Hughes 
Marushka Steele 

Bill Cogley Jill Zalewski Dave Wesolosky Kathy Conley 

      

 
 
“Summertime and the living is easy.”  That’s what the favorite old 
song says.  The living may be easy, but often the giving is not.  Sum-
mer collections often drop significantly because of vacation travel, 
sports schedules and other activities that cause parishioners to at-
tend Mass in other parishes.  If you would like to make your giving 
easy and consistent this summer, please consider on-line Bank-
ing.  Currently, twenty parish families are using this simple and se-
cure way to make and track their parish giving.     It’s simple and 
safe!  Please remember to provide your envelope number.   



Bridget A. Fogarty, REALTOR®

Office (724) 295-4700

American Heritage Realty
Sarver, PA 16055
Fax (724) 295-4717 | Cell (724) 448-9645
bridget.fogarty@century21.com

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

Promote Your Business
365 Days a Year With
Custom Promotional Calendars!

Makes a Great Gift For Clients
Call for brochure and pricing!

800.566.6170 
customercare@jspaluch.com

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

FREEPORT
BEVERAGE

Your Local Pop/Beer
Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second Street
Freeport, PA 16229

The Gilded Pear
Antiques & Collectibles

David & Cleatus Burk, Parishioners
Antiques on Market
502 Market Street 17th & Smallman Sts.
Freeport, PA 16229 In the Strip, Pittsburgh
(724) 540-5957 412-471-2090

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW! 800.809.3352

FREE Shipping 
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as$19.95a month

No Landline? No Problem!

* Real Time GPS Tracking  * Fall Detection

510139 St Mary Church

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

ANKLE 
AND FOOT CARE

DR. JOHN A. MARTY & ASSOC.
Medical & Surgical Treatment

of the Foot & Ankle
Kittanning

(724) 543-3668
AnkleAndFootCareOnline.com

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

Lutz & Pawk L.L.P.
Lawrence P. Lutz

Attorney at Law

Butler Sarver
Office Office

285-3400 353-2170

$87 for Any
Service Call

www.Kennihans.com

888.333.1819

724-224-7111
FREE DELIVERY

Midway Square
2612 Freeport Rd., Natrona Heights

Robert J. Ingoldsby, R.Ph.

A Beautiful New Residence
That You Will Be Proud Of

And A Price You Can Live With
295-4300
723 Rt. 356 

(1/2 Mi. N. of Rt. 28)
www.rosebrookadultliving.com
rosebrok@zoominternet.net

✮ 724-295-3698 ✮

We look forward to 
welcoming your child 

to join in the fun!!

603 High Street

Freeport

(724) 295-29501-877-551-6760TOLL
FREE

This Space
Compliments

of:
Dr. Anne Adam
Dr. Larry Adam

Full Service Family
Dentists

353-1521
297-3446

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

WELLNESS CARE • VACCINATIONS • DENTISTRY

LABORATORY • ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY • PHARMACY

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT • BEHAVIORAL COUNSELING

MICROCHIPPING • RETAIL SHOP & MORE

853 Falcon Park Road • Lower Burrell

www.vvapets.com                       724.339.1525
“Better Built Memorials” See Our Large Display

FREEPORT MONUMENTAL WORKS
P. POFI AND SONS

Established 1921
344 Second St. 295-2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the
Pittsburgh Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR & CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING

SHALE, STONE AND TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com • 724.353.2635

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

an Official Travel
Agency of

Apostleship of
the Sea-USACST 2117990-70

Redmond Funeral Home Inc.
Traditional, Cremation & Preplanning Services

W. Ryan Redmond Supervisor
524 High St. Freeport    724-295-4500

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families for over 40 years.


