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ADVENT

0The Holy Spirit wildl C Oolme
the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the
child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceivgd
a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her
who was called barren; for nothing will be impossibl¢
for God.d6 Mary said, 0Belho
Lor d. May it be done to| m
Then the angel departed from her.

(Luke 1:3538)

(The Annunciabipmurillo, 1658 660)

Reflection: Dec 12th is the Feast of Our Prayer:0 O God, who, fulfifli
Lady of Guadalupe, the patroness of the AmericasOur Fathers, chose th(_e Blessed Virgin Mary to bpcom
In this weekds Gospel b WhfMqheroiithe Sgyiprggant thaf wemay fellgnher
Gabriel. She is sent a messenger, and then she tog*@mple; for her humility was pleasing to you arfd her
takes the task in appearing to St. Juan Diego obe_dlence profitable to_us. Throug_h our !_ord Jegus
centuries after. oMay {ChrstyurSpnp yho Ilvgs(gndﬁpégnsgvghd/qyg‘ndhie
your word, 6 is the acc &mpyohthedgly Spifitone HSpdy forever gnd evdr.
fiat of Marnthe yes. We, too, are called to this Amen. 0
obedience of faith, and although the task of
responding yes to the call of God is no easy feat,
are promised that nothing is impossible for God. t
provides us the grace to withstand the challenges
is by Maryds yes, that
and it is by our yeses, that we can bring others to
know him.

March 24-April 1 +++
Coincides with Rush County
- Spring Break

ou start making plans,
ow to be with Jesus Christ
Suffering, Death, and
ection gives Life and Hope!

Thursday, December 14vill be the annual paAskent Penance ServiceThis year, | Wl
start withiVlass at 6:30pThis will be immediately followed by the opportunity to celgbrate
Sacrament of Reconciliationwith one of five priests (myself included). This is a beputifu
important way of entering into Advent and preparing for the coming of the Lord, whose f
wo r d s Thisasrthe time®f fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, gnd b
the Gospél. ( Mk StiMary,E)pectant Mother, pray for us. ~ Fr. Gries




WELCOME TO ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adtiksk
TODAY, December 10. Topic: Sacraments of
Holy Orders and Matrimony

A Message from the SMS 150 Committee

any member of your family attend

YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE Mary School at any time in the past 150 years,

December 1 10a.m- Youth Mass & Choir;
1la.m: 1p.m. Lunch and
Christmas Celebration

might have.
St. Mary Advent Mass, Penanc Two members of the committee, Marilyn Spilman an
2 ADVENT Service & First Reconciliation Marty Connerly, are looking for alumni to intervigw. We
PENANCE December 14, 201Mass at 6p.m. would love to hear about and record your personal
SIVICE Reconciliation at 6:30p.m. connection to St. Mary Catholic School. Contact Marty

Connerly at 3#023719;meo49.connerly@gmail.
or Marilyn Spilman at-p6%6986; marilyn.spilman
farmcredit.com.

Monetary donations are now being
¢ accepted for Christmas flowers.
Envelopes are at all church entrances.

Fill out the envelope and drop St. Mary Catholic School and Preésdhoking for a p
It into the regular Sunday Collection. -time music teacher to cover a maternity leave. All classes
are in the afternoons and include music and 6th grade wri
ing. Call Mrs. Kirschner atg853639 or-enail her at
Our Condolences Bonna Muckerheide and family skirschner@stmaryrush.org, if you are interested.
and Marilyn (Ron) Land at the recent death of{Bob
Muckerheide. A memorial Mass was held herg on
Saturday, December 9, 2017.

D
—

PARISH MISSION
3-8 February 2018

Food Pantitems for December are: Pork and Beans|and
Cereal. The St. Mary Food Pantneisdrof at least
three new volunteersto work the pantry. Please qall
Susan Hoeing at-640. The pantry currently nee@ls
meat. If you can donate meat, please call Susan|Hoging
make delivery arrangements.

Commitment to Christ
and His Church

Fr Tom Sullivan, CPM

The Fathers of Mercy ™ fathersofmercy.com

7p each night in church

St. Mary Food Pantry MeeTihgrsday, January
11, 2018 at 7p.m. in the rectory conference rooln
Current and new members are encouraged {0 att

St. Mary Catholic School and Preschool
Christmas Giving Tree. Tags will be
baskets in the back of churam-All
" wrappedems need to be returned tp
> church, school or the parish office by
.. Monday, December 11th

174
5

SLEEPING MATS FOR THE HOMEL ESISstic
bags (Kroger, Walmart, etc.) are needed for this projec
which is being done by several Rush County resider|ts
Bags can be dropped off at the parish office. Anypn4g inter-
ested in joining this group can contact Ruth Koelmel|765 [Th e Chi | dill be sifgieng o€ Beasember
9696757 or Linda Shanahat#85279. 24 at the 4p.m. Mass. All children are welcgme.
Practice will begin at 3p.m.

Christmas December 2Mass at 4:.p.m.,
6:p.m.and 12 Midnight. Decembe®&5n.
Ne w Y:danuady<dMass at 8:30a.m. and
6:30p.m.

Incenswill be used at the 6p.m. Mass
on December 24, Midnight Mass and
the 9a.m. Mass on December 25.




DECEMBER 10, 2017 * SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Sunday Offerings

December 3, 2017 Mass Schedule: December 117

Monday No Mass

Adults (111Envelopes +19 Loose Check8)422.78 Tuesday 6:30p.m. Fr. Rock Travnikar

Youth (2 Envelopes) $ 2.00 Wednesday 8:30a.m. Ralph Muckerheifle

_II__oosle $ ?73'21 Thursday  8:30a.m Vernie Comer

V\(/)ta $ 979829 6:00p.m. Ann Parish

eekly Budget (2017/2018) $ -8.000.00 Eri )
- riday 8:30a.m. Edward Neuman
Surplus (+) / Deficit)( $ +1,798.29 Saturday 5:30p.m Donna Becraft
Sunday 12/3/17 $ 9,798.29 Sunday 7:30a.m. St. Mary Church
Regular Maintenance & Utilities $ 720.00 10:00a.m. Carolyn Mohr and
Votive Candles $ 24.00 Maurice Mohr
Food Pantry $ 1,448.00 Decemb-®Mlasd4at 6p. m.; Reconfgi | i a
Calvary Cemetery $ 600.00
Christmas $ 100.00 -
Christmas Flowers $ 40.00 TM IY
TOTAL 12/3/17 $ 12,730.29 1
L7l ey

Mass Attendanc#2/3/17 - 561

Help religious communities © Your gener|ouls December }(Bes§|on 13

contribution helps us to care for our retired sisters and December ]:'Chr_lstmas Party

enables our younger sisltefls t o DecgRhe;2phristmagBreals + i vk mi

writes a religious sistler Y-ou+—¢g+—Ft+—to—today6s- foll

the Retirement Fund for Religious helps provide mefica-
tions, nursing care, and more for thousands of seniqr sis-
ters, brothers, and religious order priests. It also helps er
sure younger members can continue the good works of
their elders!

Adult Faith Opportunity
BIBLE STUDY
Psalms: The School of Praydj

Dec. 13 4. Responsorial Psalms
Dec. 20 5. Royal & Messianic Psalmg
Dec. 27 No Meeting
Wednesday<9p.m. School Multipurpose Rogm.
Bring your Bible & Catechism!

Faith + Fellowship + Fun

UNITED CATHOLIC APPEAL

Chrust Our Hope
Date Pledge Cards Pledge Amount
12/1/17 168 $32,080
Goal 432 $19,541
% of Goal 39% 164%

Father Gries would like to see 50% participation!
Using the envelope provided, please mail your
2017/2018 pledge card directly to the Archdiocese pr
drop into the Sunday collection. Thank you!




