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future of the monastery.
“Leland has been a tremendous help with his talks he has
been doing to educate others
on the contemplative life,”
Mother Mary Baptist said.
There are four Sisters at the
monastery and their first postulant will be arriving in July.
Mother Mary Baptist and
Sister Mary Joseph said this
lifestyle, the Carmelite way
of life, is still so new to this
area and so they understand
why some people question
their purpose, their ministry.
“It will take time to understand,” Sister Mary Joseph
said. “If they do not understand, they will be baffled
with us.”
The Catholic Church, the
Bismarck Diocese, the Carmelites, and people like Leland Vetter try to help educate
others on who the Carmelites
are and what they do.
The Carmelites try to live
what are still the customs and
traditions of religious life as
it was begun in the East. In
the east, the principal thing
of religious life was to pray.
“We try to follow those
traditions and live the contemplative life as it was designed,” Sister Mary Joseph
said. “We set everything else
aside and devote our whole
selves to prayer.”
They hear that some people
feel they do not do anything.
While they may not do
anything externally, such as
nursing or teaching, they do
those things, just not out in
the public.
Carmelites who are cloistered have infirmaries where
they take care of the ill Sisters.
They cook for the whole community of Sisters. They feed
the hungry.
“We help teach and instruct
each other and help each other

to grow in our spiritual lives,”
Mother Mary Baptist said.
Sister Mary Joseph said
they have no problem in filling the time they have allotted
for work.
“Our cook laughs at some
of the remarks that they do not
work! We make everything
from scratch,” Sister Mary
Joseph said.
They also sew their own
clothes and do lots of mending.
“It’s kind of like being a
stay-at-home mom. She has
plenty to do even though she
does not have a job she goes
out to,” she added.
Their ministry is also with
helping other people. They
receive many prayer requests
—people who call or write to
them. They respond to their
many donors and benefactors.
“That takes quite a bit of
our time also. But that is good
as it gives others an opportunity to pray with us,” Mother
Mary Baptist said.
They do lots of correspondence communicating
with others from all over the
world, through hand-written
letters and snail mail.
“People contact us who
just find out about our monastery and want to help us,”
Mother Mary Baptist said.
“Some ask for our prayers
and sacramentals.”
She said their financial
support continues to grow.
“It is just amazing what
has happened in the past four
years. People have really
come together to help us,”
she added.
The Carmelites said their
support system is growing
and they appreciate the help
they get from the community.
“People help us a lot such
as bringing us groceries and
moving snow for us,” Sister
Mary Joseph said.
They are excited about the
progress at the monastery,

most recently, the mobile
homes. They are also continuing work on the expansion
project and are currently
working with the architects
on the chapel.
“At first, the plans were to
start with the first wing where
the sisters would be living,”
Mother Mary Baptist said.
“But we were then encouraged to start with the chapel.”
That will allow them to use
the home they are presently
living in awhile longer, and
using the mobile homes to
expand more until they build.
“The trailers have really
been a blessing to us to expand, and the novices and
novice mistress will be able
to live in them,” she said.
Mother Mary Baptist asks
you to keep this project in
your prayers.
If you wish to donate, know
that all donations are tax
deductible and can be sent to
the Carmel of the Holy Face
of Jesus, 2051 91st Street SE,
Hague, ND 58542. Questions
can be directed to (701) 3367907. Online donations can
also be made at their website,
www.CarmeloftheHolyFace.
com.
The Monastery Chapel of
the Carmel of the Holy Face
of Jesus is open from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Holy Mass is at
7:30 a.m. daily. Turn hours
are from 8:30 a.m. (after
Holy Mass) until 7 p.m. The
turn Sister is not available
during prayer times of 11 to
11:15 a.m. and 2 to 2:30 p.m.
(schedule may sometimes
vary).
If you would like to submit
your prayer intentions, please
write to the Nuns at the same
address. For more information about devotion to the
Holy Face and the apostolate
of Carmel, see www.CarmeloftheHolyFace.com.

