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our light must shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds and

: DA
glorify your heavenly Father. 71 ly/hew 526 February 5,2017
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From the Pastor’s Desk

Rev. Chip Hines
Pastor

Salt and Light are the images in today’s Gospel. Jesus is calling us to be the salt that flavors the world and the
light to shine on HIS Gospel. Our faith calls us to support the right to life, which will put us on the side of the un-
born and the refugee. This can be a tightrope walk, but it is important that we not be afraid of being “unpopular.”

We must always stay true to the teachings of Jesus Christ, which is not always easy. All you have to do is look at a
crucifix to understand that! They killed Jesus, which even caused some of his early followers to be afraid to say
they knew Him. However, when they received the Holy Spirit, they were changed.

We’ve received the Holy Spirit, so we should already be brave! Are we brave enough as Christians to say what
needs to be said or will we hide behind the idea that it’s enough to be part-time Christians? Do you show up to
Mass once in a while, send the kids to Faith Formation classes from time to time, but only if it doesn’t interfere with

? You fill in the blank. Or are we going to be full-time Christians and come to Mass every week AND holy
days of obligation? Are we going to confession once a month or more and bringing the whole family? Are we going
to actively participate in faith formation by taking interest in what our children are studying and by making sure
they are at their class and prepared?

Christianity is a full time endeavor. Itis our choice to be active and to put our faith first and be fully engaged. Many
are, but some are not. We need to make sure we are always engaged with our faith. It begins with simple things
like saying grace before meals. Do you give thanks when you sit down to eat as a family and or when you are on
your own? Little actions lead to big ones and, my friends, it is right to be in love with Jesus Christ and to let it show.
You are the light and you are the salt but it takes effort and it takes an active faith. Let’s do this! Also, Id like to say
on this weekend of the Super Bowl...Go Pats!

Peace

-Fr. Chip



