
 

SACRAMENTS 
Baptism: The fourth Sunday of each month.  

Registered parishioners should contact the parish office in ad-
vance of the birth of their child to prepare for baptism. 
 
Marriage: Couples must meet with a priest 12 months in  
advance of their wedding date. 
 

Communion to the Homebound and Anointing of the 

Sick: Please notify the parish office. 

 

Holy Orders: If you would like to serve God by  

preaching the Word of God, by celebrating the  

Sacraments, and by serving those in need, you may have a  

vocation to the priesthood.  Please speak to a priest today or  

contact the Office of Vocations at 401-831-8011. 

 

Parish Registration: Every family in the  

parish should be registered. New families 

(including newly married) should register 

by completing a parish registration form  

available at  the Church Rectory. 

 

PASTOR 

Rev. Msgr. Raymond B. Bastia 
 

IN RESIDENCE 

Rev. Edward A. Sousa, Jr. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

Virginia DiMasi (401-258-4558) 
 

PASTORAL MINISTER 

Sr. Mary Ellen Maytum, R.S.M 
 

ORGANIST 

Donald Dame 
 

CANTOR 

Katie J. Kleyla 
 

PARISH SECRETARY 

Laurie Ricciardi 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday:    9:00 a.m. 
Sunday:     11:15 a.m.                  

 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8:00 a.m. in 
the Chapel 

Confessions: Saturday 3:15 p.m.-3:45 p.m. 



 

SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH 

Second Sunday of Advent 
“Lord, let us see your kindness and grant us your salvation” Psalm 85  

December 10, 2017 
 Celebrating 166 years of living faith since the foundation of our parish in 1851. 

╬  MASS INTENTIONS  ╬ 
 
Saturday, December 9  
4:00 p.m.  4th Anniversary, Carlos Camacho, requested, family  
Sunday, December 10                 Second  Sunday of Advent 
 9:00 a.m.  Available 

11:15 a.m.   Available 

Monday, December 11 
8:00 a.m.   Intentions for the Parishioners of St. Joseph Church 
Tuesday  December 12                 Our lady of Guadalupe 
8:00  Available 
Thursday December 14  St. John of the Cross, priest & Doctor of the 
               Church  
8:00 a.m.   Available 
Friday,  December 15       
8:00 a.m. Birthday Remembrance, Eugenia Delgado, requested,  
  Domingas Alves and Family 
Saturday, December 16 
 4:00  p.m.   Available   
Sunday,  December 17 
9:00 a.m.     Intentions for the St. Joseph Church Legacy and  
  Permanent Endowment donors 
11:15 a.m.    Memorial, Arthur A. Sears Jr., requested, wife Shirley 

Your Sins 
Are Forgiven 

 
“With voices in harmony and hearts in concord we 

have begged the Lord for our own hearts by  
saying, ‘Create a clean heart in me, O God, and 

renew an upright spirit in my bowels.’ ”  
Psalm 51:12 

I 
t is a psalm of someone repenting, someone 
wishing to retrieve the hope he had lost, lying 
where he had fallen, begging the Lord to give 

him a hand to raise him up again; like someone 
quite capable of injuring himself but not of  
healing himself.  After all, we can stab and wound 
our own flesh whenever we want, but to heal it we 
look for a doctor.  Well, in the same way the soul 
is perfectly able to sin all by itself, but to heal the 
hurt it has caused by sinning it  
implores the helping hand of God. 
 That’s why he says in another psalm, “I 

myself have said 
it, Lord have  
mercy on me, heal 
my soul since I 
have sinned 
against 
you” (Psalm 41:5).  
The reason he 
says “I myself 
have said it, Lord” 
is to thrust before 
our eyes the fact 
that the will and 
decision to sin 
arises from the 
soul and that we 
are fully capable 
of destroying  

ourselves, while it takes God to seek that which 
was lost and to save that which had wounded  
itself.  “For the Son of Man has come to seek and 
save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).  It is to 
Him that we pour out our prayers and say “Create 
a clean heart in me, O God, and renew an upright 
spirit in my bowels” (Psalm 51:12).  Let the soul 
that has sinned say this, or it may perish twice 
over through despair, having lost once already by 
its delinquency. 

Saint Augustine of Hippo 

 

December 12th 

 The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe  

The Virgin purportedly appeared to an Aztec peasant, Juan Diego, for the first 
time on a hill called Tepeyac on Dec. 9, 1531, and told the Christian convert, in 
his native language of Nahuatl, that she wanted a church built in her honor on 
the site of her apparition. 
Diego sought out the archbishop of Mexico City to share news of the miracu-
lous apparition but was met with skepticism. The brown-skinned Virgin ap-
peared to the Aztec peasant a second time, in which Diego recounted what she 
already knew, that he’d been rebuked by the archbishop. Determined to have 

her church built and named Guadalupe, the 
Virgin instructed the middle-aged Aztec to 
try again with the top prelate in Mexico. 
The dubious bishop asked for a sign of the  
Marian apparition at Tepeyac.  
During her third apparition, Guadalupe told 
Diego to gather some Spanish roses that had 
miraculously bloomed in his “tilma,” or cac-
tus-fiber cloak. The  
determined convert returned to the bishop 
and unfurled his tilma revealing not only the 
unseasonable roses but a miraculous image 
of the Virgin imprinted on the cloak, which 
can be seen today at the Basilica of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe in Mexico City. 

La Virgen Morena (the Brown Virgin) is not only patroness of Mexico but also 
Empress of the Americas, from Chile to Canada. While other manifestations of 
Mary claim at most a region or country, Guadalupe is the only one to reign 
over two continents. And if that’s not enough, for a brief period in the mid-
20th century she was also declared patroness of the Philippines, home to the 
world’s third-largest Catholic population. 

  

http://religionnews.com/2016/12/09/10-things-to-know-about-the-virgin-of-guadalupe/


 

          SACRIFICIAL GIVING 

   December 3, 2017         
                                                   
   2016  2017 
  Envelopes:            $2,999.00 $2,478.00 
  Electronic Giving      $   738.00 $     731.00 
  Loose:        $  70.00  $     322.00  
  Children        $   17.50    $      7.00  
  TOTAL:          $3,824.50 $3,538.00   
    

        

ALTAR SERVERS 

 

Saturday December  16 

4:00 p.m.  Olivia, Grace, Kirsten, Lily 

Sunday December 17 

9:00 a.m.  Joseph (MC), Hannah, Abby, Michael 

11:15 a.m.  Ben (MC), Will, Jessica (SS), Samantha, Sophia 

   LECTORS 

 

Saturday,  December  16 

4:00 p.m.  Carolyn Piatek 

Sunday,  December  17 

9:00 a.m.  Jim Vandermillen 

11:15 a.m.  Helen Valcourt  
   
            EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
Saturday,  December  16 

4:00 p.m.   Carmen Roy 

 Sunday,  December  17 

9:00 a.m   Shirley Sears 
11:15 a.m.  Brian Medeiros 
 

HELP SPREAD  
CHRISTMAS CHEER! 

There are several homebound  
parishioners from St. Joseph 

Church who would love to receive a  
Christmas card from you or your 

child.  Have your child or children 
make a homemade card and mail it           

  to someone on the Christmas Card    
               List found on the tables at the church  

                       entrance   

RECEPTION OF THE EUCHARIST:  
If receiving Holy Communion in the hand, approach 
the priest or the extraordinary minister and bow as a 

sign of reverence to our Lord.   
After receiving the host, step to the side and STOP to 

receive our Lord.   

Retirement Fund for Religious 

This weekend, December 9th & 10th the second collection 
will benefit the Retirement Fund for Religious.  Elderly 

Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests need 
your help.  For years, these selfless women and men minis-
tered for little, if any, compensation, educating the young, 
nursing the sick, promoting justice and peace. Please share 

in the care and give to those who have given a lifetime.  
Thank you. 

All-powerful, most holy, most 
high, supreme God: all good, 
supreme good, totally good, 

You Who alone are good, may 
we give You all praise, all  

glory, all thanks, all honor, 
all blessing, and all good.  So 

be it! So be it!  Amen. 
Advent and Christmas Wisdom from 

St. Francis of Assisi 

. 

  St. Joseph Church  
PENANCE SERVICE 

   Monday, December 11, 
at 7:00  p.m.  

 all Religious Education      
Students are Required to                            
 attend 

   ST. JOSEPH’S CHRISTMAS GIVING  TREE 
    GIFTS TO BENEFIT: 

FOX POINT BOYS AND GIRLS’ CLUB 
Gift cards can come from; Stop & Shop, CVS, Walmart 

or Target,  These stores are assessable 
to the people receiving the cards and 

will allow them to shop for those 
items that they know their families 

would like or can truly use. 
Please put the amount of the Gift Card 
on the Angel Tag. If purchasing a gift 

“Clothes Only” please. 
Remember:  Buy a card or gift, wrap it              

  up and use the Angel  as a tag. 
                            Please return by December 10th 
 Thank you for helping to make someone less  

    fortunate have a special Holiday!  God Bless! 

               Christmas Flower  
Donations 

Envelopes are  
provided in your 

budgets if you 
would  like to 

make a 
 donation in      

 memory of a loved one.   
           Thank you. 

Mass Schedules 
December 23rd  
Confessions 3:15 p.m.—3:40 p.m. 
December 24th 4th Sunday of Advent Mass—9:00 a.m. & 11:15 a.m. 
Christmas Eve Mass    5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Day  The Nativity of the Lord Mass   10:00 a.m. 
December 30th 
Confessions 3:15 p.m. –3:40 p.m. 
Feast of the Holy Family December 
30th & 31st  
December 30th   Mass 4:00 p.m. 
December 31st  9:00 a.m. & 11:15 a.m. 
New Years Eve Mass  5:00 p.m. 
New Years Day Mass 11:15 a.m. 

Rosary 

Please join us in  
reciting the  

Rosary on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays in 

the Chapel  
following the  
8 a.m. Mass 

Church Cleaning 
And Decorating 
Please come and help clean 
and decorate the church on 
Friday December 22, at 
9:30 a.m.  Sign-up sheets 
are at the church entrance.  
All are welcome to help us 

prepare for the birth of  
Jesus.  Many thanks. 


