
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
A Pre-Baptismal Class is held the third Monday of each  
month at 7:00 pm in the parish office. To register for the 
class, please call 973-627-0313 . Both parents are encour-
aged to attend the class before the birth of the baby.  The 
Sacrament of Baptism is administered weekly at the 12:15 
pm Mass and a Baptismal Ceremony at 1:30 pm.  Families 
are required to be active, contributing parishioners of St. 
Ceciliaõs Parish for 2 months prior to the childõs baptism 
date. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has 
been consulted.   

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK  
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital  who 
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness 
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the  
Parish Office.  

90 Church Street 

Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 

Parish Office: 973-627-0313 Website:  www.st -cecilia.org  Fax: 973-627-4811        
 To Contact:  Fr. Zig: Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net  
  Fr. Cerilo: Ext 14 or javinece@shu.eduñFr. Matt: Ext 15 or frmateuszdarlak@gmail.com        
School: 973-627-6003  CCD Office: 973 -627-0313 Ext. 17 

    Saint Cecilia Parish 

MASSES  

Weekends 

Saturday: 4:30 pm,  7:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am  

10:45 am and 12:15 pm 
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)  

 
Holydays   

Vigil 7:30 pm  
6:30 am, 8:00 am, & 7:30 pm  

  
Weekday Schedule:  

Monday - Friday  
6:30 am & 8:00 am 

Saturday 
8:00 am  followed by Novena  

 
Confessions  

Saturdays 3:30 pm to 4:00 pm  
and 6:30 pm 

Any time by appointment  
 
 
 

Susan Brennan 
TRUSTEE 

 

James Gallagher 
TRUSTEE 

Rev. Sigmund Peplowski  
PASTOR 

 
Rev. Cerilo Javinez  

PAROCHIAL VICAR  
 

Rev. Mateusz Darlak  
PAROCHIAL VICAR  

 
Deacon Paul Willson  

 

Mrs. Janet Maulbeck  
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR  
and YOUTH  PROTECTION/  

SAFE  ENVIRONMENT  
COORDINATOR  

 

Mr. James Clancy 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION  

 

Mrs. Ann Mitchell  

PRINCIPAL  

 

Mrs. Diane Boykow  

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR  

 

Mr. Charles Linnell  

MUSIC DIRECTOR  

PARISH PRAYER LIFE  
NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA  
Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass 
BIBLE STUDY : Tuesday @ 9:30 am, Monday Night Bible Study 
@ 7:30 pm, Mommy Bible Study @ 9:30 am on Thursdays 
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP   
Tuesday evenings at 7:45 pm   (Hayes Hall ) 
PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP: 3rd Wed. @ 7:00 pm (PO)  
HOLY HOUR  : Monday @ 7:00 pm 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION  RCIA : Sunday @ 9:00 am for 
children & parents, 11:45 am for adults (PO) 
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP : Monday through Sat. @ 7:30 am 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY  
 All Catholic Churches in the United States require from 

Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor 

for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document 

certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member 

of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra-

ments regularly and contributes to the support of the 

Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or 

ñParish Payò. It is the responsibility of the individual to 

meet these requirements as listed in the Code of Canon 

Law , #874. 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday thru Thursday: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: 8:30 am to 2:30 pm 

Closed for lunch: 12:00 to 1:00 



The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray 
for the following people serving our coun try in 
the armed services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford , 
LCpl. Aleksandr Killeen , Joseph Giannetti US 
Navy, Lance Corporal Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kel-

ley E. Robbins, Pvt USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn  E. 
Martinez, Sgt. Brian Whalen, Capt. An thony Odierno, Cpl. 
Kong V. Nguyen, Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eres-
man, Sgt. Paul J. Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob 
Autrey, Col. William Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Co-
lon, PFC Marylyn Rivera -Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thomp-
son, Major Kevin M. Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Col. John L. 
Medeiros, Jr., Sgt. Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. 
Spencer Lopez, PFC Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 
Joseph Grimsey, Bill Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo 
Bruzzese, Spc. Christopher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, 
PO1 (E6) Matthew Fitzgerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew 
& Daniel Rosica,  Mark Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, 
Sgt. John Wisnofsky, Cpl. T.J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber,  
Capt. Vincent Presto, Airman First Class William Kussler , 
Spc. Gregory Villaneuva and Cpl Casey W. Lyness .  We ask 
God the Father of us all, through the intercession of St. Mi-
chael the Archangel, to protect all the men and women in our 
Armed Forces, to bless them in their efforts toward bringing 
peace and justice to our world. May they be brought back 
safely to those they love. 
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Ethan Chandra, Dean Wayne Campbell, Doris Cusick, Carol Centonze, Jane 

Gorcica, Sam Sessa,  Hank Brown,  Carol Ferrante, Jim Golden, Karen 
Niles, Noel Wadleigh,  Joanna Sacco,  David Cicchine, Teresa 
DõAtria, Derek Bascharow,  Debbie Malc, Grace McDermott, Joe 
Horvath, Jr., Elvira Bugaoan, Pat Heady, Owen Peter Byrne,  Tia 
Maddaloni, Mason Walker Steussing,  Susan Mejia, Derek Bas-
charow, Isabel Rattay,  Donna Cooke, Tom Hull,  Kathleen Fazio, 
Kristin Wich, Kyle Johnson,  Kate Darlington, Jake Michael Miraldi, 
Cheryl Anne Bornemann, Sean Nolan,  Maryann Hughes,  Peggy 
Eileen Miars,  Ray Kennedy, Richard Corcoran,   Madison Rose Les-
lie,  Demetrius Barbee, Lucille Bardi,  Frances Finn, Dorothy Murray, 
Virginia Cousins, Madlyn Long. Stephanie Lewis, Florence 
Clements, Kimberly Dugan, Gale Sessa,  Marguerite Buggy, Mike 
Murray, Carmen Liuzza, Jr., Helene Turner, Michael Turner, Ruben 
Lorenzo, Michael Alvarez., Mina Simmons -Jones,  Joe Maulbeck, 
Mary Merz, Dolores Faulkner, Marion & Philipp Cables, Patricia 
Smith Schulman, Vincent Fortunato, Joyce Turner, Tom Cummiskey, 
Dennis OõBrien, Steven Simmons, Ann Kunzweiler, Ariel, James 
DiStaiso. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

20: Is 60:1-6  Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13 

Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6  Mt 2:1-12 
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Monday, December 31, Seventh Day within the Octave of the Na-
tivity of the Lord  
8:00 amñBernard & Joan McDonnell req. by the McDonnell Family  
4:30 pmñFor the parishioners of St. Cecilia Church 
7:30 pmñFor the parishioners of St. Cecilia Church 
Tuesday, January 1, The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord, 
solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God  
8:00 amñFor the parishioners of St. Cecilia Church 
10:00 amñSpecial Intention for the Kling Family req. by the Kling   
  Family  
Wednesday, January 2, Saints Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, 

Bishops and Doctors of the Church 

6:30 amñPoor Souls in Purgatory 
8:00 amð Thomas Boylan req. by the St. Cecilia Seniors 
Thursday, January 3, Christmas Weekday  
6:30 amñPeter Chmiel req. by Family 
8:00 amñCanio Sileo req. by Donna & Tim Coleman 
Friday, January 4, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious  
6:30 amñSpecial Intention for the sick 
8:00 amñArthur Johnson req. by his Wife  
Saturday,  January 5, Saint John Neumann, Bishop  
8:00 amñDeceased Members of the Rosary Society 
Sunday, January 6, The Epiphany of the Lord 
4:30 pmð   Anne Rufino req. by Jim & Lisa Ayers 

     Donald Pashley req. by the Milovic Family 

7:00 pmð   Genevieve DiFiore req. by Daria Goginsky 

    Eleanor & Thomas Sullivan req. by Dianna & John Sullivan 

8:00 amð   Protection of the babies in the womb and their families   
    req. by Agnes Maye 
9:15 amñ  Special Intention 
10:45 amñJohn Toohey & Robert Parillo req. by Carol Parillo 
    John & Carrie Spera req. by Catherine Haynes 
12:15 pmñSpecial Intention for Henry & Teresa McElroy req. by the 
   Adamson Family  

 

Francis J. Goritski 

Requested by 

Angela Goritski and 

Susan Brennan 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending  12/23/18 
Due to the early publication of the 

bulletin, the collection totals for Dec. 23rd 

 will be shown next weekend.  

 Thank you! 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending  12/16/18 
CollectionðChecks               $     3,048.00 

Collectionï Cash                                            $     8,302.00 

WeShare Electronic Giving                     $      2,180.93 

Total Weekly Collection                    13,530.93 

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)              $  839,000.00 

Weekly Goal                $    15,196.08 

 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)               $      (1,665.15) 

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                       $    (15,656.02) 



PARISH EVENTS  

ST. CECILIA SENIOR CLUB NEWS AND EVENTS  

580-St. Cecilia 
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MASS CARDS    
We are asked to pray for the dead.  The best way to do this 

is to have a mass celebrated in memory of a loved one.   

Stop in or call the Parish Office 973-627-0313 

~Offering $15.00~ 

BAPTISM CLASS ï A meeting of all those wishing information 

and scheduling for a baptism will meet on Monday evening, Janu-

ary 21st in the Saint Cecilia Parish office at 7 oôclock in the eve-

ning. Father  will be present to conduct the information session 

and answer questions regarding the celebration of the sacrament. 

BEREAVEMENT GROUP TO MEET AT ST. CECILIAôS  

Our parish bereavement ministry is up and running once again. A six 

week program for those who have lost a spouse, sibling or friend 

began on Wednesday, November 28th in the parish office at 7 

oôclock. The sessions left will take place on  January 9, 16 and 23 

(ALL WEDNESDAY EVENINGS). The program is open to both 

parishioners and non parishioners. Please call the parish office for 

additional information at 973.627.0313. 

TAX SAVING BENEFIT FOR SENIORS AGE  

70 1/2 OR OLDER 

As a result of income tax reform last year, many seniors 

when filing their tax return may be able to benefit from us-

ing the ñstandard deductionò ($24,000 for married filing 

joint, $18,000 for head of household status and $12,000 for 

all others) in lieu of itemizing their deductions.  If you are 

age 701/2 or older, a special tax rule allows you to make a 

ñqualified charitable distributionò (donation) from your Indi-

vidual Retirement Account (IRA) directly to the parish 

(electronically or a check made payable to the parish by the 

IRA).  The donation from the IRA is excluded from your 

income (even if you use the standard deduction) and applies 

toward your ñminimum required distributionò (MRD) 

thereby reducing your taxable income.  Each eligible person 

can make an IRA donation up to $100,000 per year.  This is 

a general overview and you should discuss it with your tax 

advisor. 

Monday Night Bible Study  
Please join us as we journey through Church History using 
the "Epic" series from Ascension Press.  The 20 week study 
will begin on Monday January 7th at 7:30 in Hayes Hall. The 
study set is $30.00.  If you are interested or have any ques-
tions, please contact savondol-
len@gmail.com. by Dec.1.   You can also view the series' 
introduction by searching for Ascension Press Epic. Start the 
New Year exploring the major people, places, and events 
that make up the history of the Catholic Church.    

MASSES BEING OFFEREDðSacred Heart of Jesus Parish on 

East Main Street is offering the following Masses each month: 

POLISH MASS on the second Sunday of every month at 11:30 

a.m. and LATIN MASS IN THE EXTRAORDINARY FORM on 

the third Sunday of every month at 12 noon. 

MASS SCHEDULE CHANGE ï The Mass schedule has been 

revised for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God on January 1st. 

Two vigil Masses will be celebrated on Monday, December 31st at 

4:30 and 7:30 p.m. On Tuesday, January 1st two Masses will be 

celebrated at 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. No 6:30 a.m. Mass on either 

Monday or Tuesday. 

Please be advised that all the òSenior Eventsó are 
open to everyone 55 and over from 

St. Cecilia & Sacred Heart Parishes! 
 

Tuesday, January 15thñRegular Meeting 
11 am set up; 12-1 social hour, coffee & cake 

1-2pm meeting, bingo & cards afterward 
 

Donõt forget about the St. Cecilia Seniors 
Adventure of The Seas on May 17, 2019 

For more info: Call Alice Koller @ 973-627-8558 

THANK YOU ï I would like to thank all those who helped 

in the decoration of the church for the Christmas celebration 

last Sunday evening. We had a wonderful group of adults 

and teenagers assisting with the task of getting the Lordôs 

House ready for the Feast of our salvation! Thank you all 

and may the Lord bless you! 

 

Father Zig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Monica Guild would like to thank all those who 

patronized our Christmas Bake Sale.  Thank you for your 

support.  Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

mailto:savondollen@gmail.com.by
mailto:savondollen@gmail.com.by
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RELIGIOUS CARDS FOR SALE AT PARISH OFFICE  

Assorted religious cards are available for purchase at the 

 parish office. Come and see our display of cards for  

sacraments including ordination, holidays, thank you and  

congratulations.  

Each card comes with a detachable, keepsake bookmark.   

Cards: 1 for $3.00 or  2 for $5.00 

ATTENTION MEN ï A menôs group called FATHERS OF ST. 

JOSEPH will be meeting every other Saturday morning at 5:30 

a.m. in the St. Cecilia Office Building. The Fathers of St. Joseph 

gatherings are not so much meetings as they are mini retreats, 

whose aim is to communicate the spirituality of fatherhood in a 

manner that encourages and inspires fathers to embrace, engage 

and ï by the power of the Holy Spirit ï sanctify their vocation.  

Our next meeting is January 12th 

WINTER POLICY - Now that we are in the midst of 

the winter season please be aware of the following: In 

the event of inclement weather and Divine Mercy 

Academy is closed, the parish office will be closed and 

the church will be open ONLY for the liturgical service 

scheduled.  Also, all evening events will be cancelled.  

YEAR END GIVING ï As the end of the year approaches 

many charitable organizations will send requests for a year 

end donation. The benefit of these donations to the giver is, in 

our case, the amount may be beneficial for income tax report-

ing and having the joy of knowing that your gift is a gift to 

the Lord. As you know, here at Saint Ceciliaôs we have a spe-

cial Christmas Mass Offering which encourages you to make 

a special end of the year donation to our parish in honor of 

Our Lordôs Nativity. For some individuals the best way to 

make a special donation may be to donate securities in lieu of 

cash. If you are in a position to contribute securities, please 

contact the parish office for further information to pass along 

to your broker to complete your donation. As always, our 

parish (your spiritual home) is most grateful for your contri-

butions at this time and throughout the year! ï Father Zig 

Loyola Jesuit CenterðMenôs Weekend Retreat 

An Invitation to Personal Discipleship 

February 1stð3rd, 2019 

Knights of Columbus, Our Lady of the Lakes Council 

#3359 is hosting an Ignatian Silent Retreat for all men of the 

parish (18+).  Nonï K of C members welcome!  For details 

please contact Damiano Servidio at dservidio@fordham.edu 

or go to www.kofc3359.org  

PARISH CHRISTMAS PARTY  ï A Christmas celebration uniting 

members of all the parish societies and organizations will be held on 

Sunday, January 6th at the Saint Francis Center in Denville begin-

ning at 1:30. All parishioners are invited to attend and join in cele-

brating this holy season in parish fellowship. Please call the parish 

office no later than January 2nd to register. The cost is $25.00 per 

person. 

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

TO BE HONORED IN CONVENT STATION  
The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth cordially invite 
you to join them for the Feast of Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seton and the Seton Associate Commitment Ceremony. 
Mass will be celebrated on Saturday, January 5, 2019, 
at Holy Family Chapel, Convent Station, NJ, at 11:00 
a.m.  The Mass will be followed by a light lunch in the 
study hall of the Academy of Saint Elizabeth.  The Heri-
tage Room at the Motherhouse will be open for a display 
of Mother Seton memorabilia.  For more information call 
973-290-5470.  In case of inclement weather call (973) 
290-5478.  Snow date is January 12, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father Cerilo, Father Matt and Seminarian Angel 

join with me in expressing sincere gratitude to all 

those who remembered us during the Christmas 

celebration. We are truly humbled by your 

thoughtfulness and generosity. Please know that 

you will be remembered in our prayers!  
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Monday, December 31 
Parish Office & Divine Mercy Academy Closed 
Tuesday, January 1 
New Yearõs Day 
Parish Office & Divine Mercy Academy Closed 
Wednesday, January 2 
Thursday, January 3 
7:00 pmñFaith Formation (Hayes Hall) 
Friday,  January 4 
First Friday Devotions (Sacred Heart Church) 
Saturday, January 5 
9:00 amñRosary Society Meeting (Hayes Hall) 
Sunday,  January 6 
9:00 amñRCIA (Parish Office) 
9:15 amñChildrenõs Liturgy 
11:45 amñRCIA (Parish Office) 
 

We are online:  www.st-cecilia.org 

DIVINE MERCY ACADEMY NEWS  

Page 5                                                                      Page                                                                December 30, 2018 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

Please Help Support Catholic Charities  

We need gently used:  

¶ Clothing Å Bedding Å Shoes Å Small household items 
Have a clothing donation too big to fit in the box?  

¶ Just call our Toll Free number to arrange for a free 

pickup at your home. 1-877-343-3651  

¶ Throughout the year, Catholic Charities distributes much 

needed food through local food pantries and provides 

many other types of services and assistance including day 

care for children, day care for elderly persons, counsel-

ing, computer training, ESL utility bill assistance, flood 

assistance, drug/alcohol detox, drug/alcohol treatment, 

day and residential programs for adults with developmen-

tal disabilities and more. Money raised from these dona-

tions helps support these and other Catholic Charities 

programs.  

 

DROP BOX IS LOCATED IN PARISH PARKING 

LOT  

BEHIND THE RECTORY  

 

Please visit the kiosk in the vestibule of the church to pur-

chase this CD and others that are available for $4.00.   

Help Wanted 

Divine Mercy Academy, a PreK3 to Grade 8 elementary school lo-
cated in Rockaway has an opening for a Part-Time Technology 

Teacher for the 2018-2019 school year.  Please send your cover 
letter and resume to Mrs. Annie Mitchell, Principal -

 principal@dmarockaway.org  For further information, please email 
the principal or call the school office at 973-627-6003. 

RESPECT LIFE CORNER      

 

 

 

     

  

Call Us  973-942-0300 

Email: 

twmothersuperior@littlesistersofthepoor.org 

 

  MISSION, VISION and VALUES  

The Little Sisters of the Poor are an international congregation 

of Roman Catholic women religious founded in 1839 by Saint 

Jeanne Jugan. Together with a diverse network of collaborators, 

we serve the elderly poor in over 30 countries around the world. 

Continuing the work of Saint Jeanne Jugan, our MISSION  is to 

offer the neediest elderly of every race and religion a home 

where they will be welcomed as Christ, cared for as family and 

accompanied with dignity until God calls them to himself. 

Our VISION  is to contribute to the Culture of Life by nurturing 

communities where each person is valued, the solidarity of the 

human family and the wisdom of age are celebrated, and the 

compassionate love of Christ is shared with all. 

Our VALUES: Reverence for the sacredness of human life; 

Family spirit; Humble service; Compassion;  

Stewardship 

For more specific information: http://

www.littlesistersofthepoortotowa.org 

First Friday Devotions 

Friday, January 4th, is the First Friday and devotions to the 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus will take place at Sacred Heart 

Church on 63 E. Main St. beginning at 6:30 pm with  

Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament.  From 6:30 pm 

to 7:00 pm the sacrament of penance will be celebrated.  At 

7:00 pm the Litany of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus will 

be prayed followed by the celebration of the Holy Mass. 

 

The First Friday observance will take place each month at 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Church.  Please join us in our  

worship of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

mailto:principal@dmarockaway.org
mailto:twmothersuperior@littlesistersofthepoor.org
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JOHN NEUMANN was born in Bohemia on March 20, 1811.  Since he had a great desire to dedicate himself to the American 

missions, he came to the United States as a cleric and was ordained in New York in 1836 by Bishop Dubois. 

 

In 1840, he entered the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (Redemptorists).  He labored in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and 

Maryland.  In 1852, he was consecrated Bishop of Philadelphia.  There he worked hard for the establishment of parish schools 

and for the erection of many parishes, especially national parishes for the numerous immigrants.  He was also the first Bishop of 

the United States to prescribe the Forty Hours Devotion in his diocese. 

 

Bishop Neumann died on January 5, 1860, and was canonized on June 19, 1977 by Pope Paul VI. 

 

PRAYER  God, Light and Shepherd of souls, You established Blessed John as Bishop in Your Church to feed Your flock by his 

word and form it by his example.  Help us through his intercession to keep the Faith he taught by his word and follow the way he 

showed by his example.  Help us through his intercession to keep the Faith he taught by his word and follow the way he showed 

by his example.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 
Taken from, Lives of the Saints; Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999, New Jersey  
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ST. JOHN NEPOMUCENE NEUMANN, Bishop 

January 5 

My Dear Parishioners, 

Today is the Lordôs Day; the Sixth Day of Christmas and the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. In the Gos-

pel reading we are told of the account of the ñFinding in the Temple.ò For those who pray the Rosary we know this to be the 

fifth of the Joyful Mysteries. The Evangelist Luke tells us of the upset which was experienced by the Blessed Virgin Mary and 

Saint Joseph at the discovery that the 12 year old boy, Jesus, was missing. 

I canôt image the extreme stress any parent would experience to learn that their child was missing. The dangers which lurk 

outside the safety of the family are extremely frightening and can destroy children. All children need the protection and care 

which only parents (or guardians) can provide. In todayôs world there are many evils which try to entrap children and exploit 

them for sinister purposes. Parents have the sacred responsibility to see that NO ONE will snatch their children from the 

safety of their home. Evil forces rush in when parents are apathetic to the person(s) their child is with or the activities in which 

they participate. 

With so much negative publicity about the Church in these recent times, the protection of children is once again called into 

question. Terrible things have been experienced by young people at the hands of ñevil shepherdsò. These clerics are destined 

for judgment before the throne of Christ our God. The great majority of our priests have been loving and caring shepherds 

who have laid down their lives for the sheep. As Church we must demand that our children are safe at all religious events and 

on all its properties. Through the intercession of Saint Michael the Archangel we need to be vigilant and fight the forces of 

evil wherever they may appear. 

Today we focus on the Holy Family of Nazareth, the household of Joseph, Mary and Jesus which also shared in many of those 

things which challenge all families. However, this Family kept the Lord as its center and holiness as its standard. We look to 

the Holy Family as a model for our family life so that we might be fortified in our struggles with evil. 

I am encouraged by the number of families who are participating in this yearôs GENERATIONS OF FAITH PROGRAM. 

This is our family based catechesis for children AND their Parents. The entire family is learning about the faith which I pray 

is causing more conversations at home regarding Christ and His Church. Parents are crucial in handing down the faith to their 

children and coaching them in the ways of faith. 

Merry Christmas and God bless you my dear people! 

Father Zig 



Parish Office: 973-627-0313       internet: www.st -cecilia.org                                    FAX: 973-627-4811        
To Contact:  Fr. Zig, Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net  

 
School: 973-627-6003                       CCD Office: 973 -627-0313 Ext. 17 

Saint Cecilia Parish  
90 Church Street  
Rockaway, New Jersey 07866  


