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Attention Youth Church Parents

THE SAINT LAMBERT YOUTH CHURCH PARENTS REQUEST THE PLEASURE OF# x
YOUR COMPANY AT THE U_ A

.
First Annual Youth Church Social
TO CELEBRATE PARISH LIFE AND THE SUCCESS OF YOUTH CHURCH

On Saturday, the ninth of January
r Two thousand sixtedrom seven o’clock until eleven o’clock in the evenin

-.(' Maggiano’s Little Italy
' ‘% 4999 Old Orchard Shop Cent&ast Ring Road Skokie IL

Tickets: $20.00 per guest
Cocktail Attire

E
Child care provided by Youth Church staff
R I,ZrehOnIy serving c*n potty-trained andipner included.
- .

Please RSVBuest count and the,.-ﬁ"umbér of dhéh é{tendiqg child care by

Saturday, January 2, 2016. As families nezy ultiple invitations, we as'k-tn_a;g_' >

‘you confirm your guest counfﬁefor YBVP to help sa'vb_i“dﬂduplica; . —————

_~ YoucanRSVP atéaintlaafisyouthdhurch@gmail.comn 8
£ , Ty i L N

FOURTEENTH ANNIVERSARY of the Feast of

St. Sebastian

The feast of St. Sebastian will be celebrated on
January 17, 2016 at
St. Lambert Church, Skokie lllinois.

The Holy mass will take pl ace at 12 noon and a
Sri Lankan style reception will
follow thereatfter.

Pastor, Fr. Richard Simon would like to invite
all parishioners and others to join the
Sri Lankan community on this occasion

Contact: Anton Fernando Tel: 773-853-1238
E- mail: randikaf@yahoo.com
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St. Lambert Parish

Epiphany of the Lord

The Reverend Know-it-all
“"What I don’t know...
I can always make up!”

Continued from Last week...

It has become fashionable to assume
that Christianity is just another myth
among a lot of fine and amusing
myths. The blessed Mother, Mary, is
compared to Isis and Christmas was
really the feast of Unconquered Sun
and the winter solstice, or perhaps
the Roman feast of the Saturnalia, etc. etc. Thisis a
bunch of horsepuckey, as far as | am concerned. |
pointed out at this time last year there is good
reason to celebrate Christmas on the 25th of
December and even better reason to believe that
Christ was born in Bethlehem. As | wrote last year,
“What about the scholars who say that there was a
journey to Bethlehem and that part of the story was
thrown in just to make the prophecy about the
messiah being born in Bethlehem come true? All |
know is that the Christian author St. Justin Martyr
(100 - 165 AD), a Palestinian Christian, said that the
Holy Family stayed in a cave outside of Bethlehem.
“Joseph took up his quarters in a certain cave near
the village; and while they were there Mary brought
forth the Christ and placed Him in a manger, and
here the Magi who came from Arabia found Him.
(Dialogue with Trypho Chapter LXXVIII).

“So, from the first days, Bethlehem and its cave
were venerated and are still venerated to this day as
the site of Christ’s birth. In 135 AD, the Emperor
Hadrian built a shrine and planted a sacred grove of
trees at the site venerated by the first Christians of
the Holy Land in order to obliterate the memory of
Christ there, just as he built a pagan temple over the
site of Calvary and the Holy Sepulcher. He sure went
to a lot of trouble to obliterate nothing if there was
nothing there in the first place.”

The first Christians weren’t really interested in
marketing and holiday sales. They treasured these
things and told their grandchildren about them.
When a few people came asking, the places
associated with these events were well known to

the people who lived there, and whose descendants
live there still.

There are symbolic reasons that make the birth of
Jesus in Bethlehem part of the divine plan. You
might say that for that very reason the whole
Bethlehem story must be a construct. People who
believe everything is random and thus there is no
meaning to any of these things should probably just
check in at work on December 25th like Ebenezer
Scrooge. Things have meaning. The shepherds who
were tending their flocks were watching over sheep
that were destined for sacrifice in the temple in
Jerusalem. His birth in Bethlehem reminds us that He
was the lamb for sacrifice promised by God through
Abraham when Isaac asked “Where, Father, is the
lamb for the sacrifice.” Abraham told Isaac, “Don’t
worry son. God will provide.” And God does
provide. John the Baptist shouts “Behold the Lamb
of God” when he first sees Jesus. Every Catholic
priest repeats these words at every Catholic Mass.
All these things bring us back to Bethlehem.

The very word Bethlehem points to the temple in
Jerusalem and to every Catholic Mass. The very word
Bethlehem means house of bread, and so the Bread
of Life whose flesh is true food was born in the
House of Bread. The regular sacrifice of a lamb was
always accompanied by an offering of wine and
bread (Numbers 15). Ever notice that in the Catholic
Mass we continue what Judaism has ceased? We
offer bread and wine to the Lord, and then we offer
bread transformed as the Lamb of God. This was
commanded as a perpetual offering. We are still
doing it when others have ceased. Wow! Symbolism!
(unless of course you think existence is
meaningless.)

Jesus was born in the house of bread, Bethlehem
because bread was essential to the sacrificial order
of the religion of Israel. The Holy of Holies, the most
sacred part of the temple was built on a threshing
floor. Both 2 Samuel 24 and 1 Chronicles 21 tell the
story of Araunah and his threshing floor. Beneath
the grandeur of the Jerusalem temple was a simple
stone floor where wheat was crushed and separated
from its chaff in preparation for the making of bread.
The temple was all about bread, the bread of
sacrifice, the bread which came down from heaven,
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the foreshadowing of the Jesus, the Bread of Life for
a third of the modern world’s inhabitants. We forget
this at our peril. Herod and the High Priest forgot
and were obliterated. The Maccabees started the
profanation of the temple when they extended its
area for military purpose and Herod rebuilt the
temple not for the honor and glory of God, but for
the aggrandizement of his political reputation. The
priestly family of Annas and Caiaphas made a
commercial venture out of the temple and enriched
their family at the expense of the temple’s holiness.
The temple was destroyed and Israel was scattered.
To use the house of God for one’s own profit or
political power is a dangerous and deadly thing.
Jesus was surely born in the House of Bread and our
churches are the Houses of God built to make that
Bread available to all the world. We depart from that
sacred purpose at our own peril.

The Women’s Center

Notre Dame College Prep Entrance Exam -
January 9, 2016 (8 am)

Notre Dame College Prep will hold its placement
examination for eighth grade students on Saturday,
January 9, 2016 at 8 am. Notre Dame is a college
preparatory high school for young men. It is located at
7655 West Dempster Street in Niles, lllinois. Students
should bring two #2 pencils to the test and there is a $25
testing fee (cash or check). No calculators. Pre-
registration is not necessary. Registration will take place
in the Library starting at 7:15 am prior to the test.
Discover the Difference! For more information, please
email Shay Boyle, Vice President of Institutional
Advancement and Enrollment, at sboyle@nddons.org or
call the Enroliment Department at 847.779.8616.

LITTLE MINUTES
Little drops of water, little grains of sand, make the
mighty ocean and the pleasant land; so the little minutes,

humble though they be, make the mighty ages of eternity.
—Julia A. Fletcher Carney

January 22" marks the 43rd anniversary of the legalization of abortion which has resulted in the death of nearly 53
million innocent, unborn babies in this country, one every 30 seconds. The Women’s Center has saved approximately
39,000 babies and their mothers from the pain of abortion in our 31 years of service. We offer them a choice other
than abortion and provide counseling, material assistance and prayer support.

Save the date: Saturday, February 13, 2016 is the date for our 31st Life Banquet. We are

excited to announce our keynote speaker is Abby Johnson, former Planned Parenthood Director,
now 100% pro-life and a Catholic convert. The super price for the banquet is 565.00 per person
or $600.00 for a table of 10 and $30 for under age 18. For tickets call 773-794-1313.
Overwhelmed with Christmas Gifts you can’t use? Please consider donating them to The
Women's Center for our Life Banquet Silent Auction. We are looking for NEW items: gifts for her

-him-or children; gift certificates to restaurants- theaters-sporting events; sports equipment;

housewares; jewelry; electronic or technology items, etc. You may not be able to use it, but we " 5_-'__7 \

can! If you’re happy with all the gifts Santa brought but you would like to help us, please contact

Janet at 773-794-1313 or jmiller@womens-center.org.

NEW YEAR’S VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: The Women’s Center pregnancy resource center welcomes NEW
volunteers to join us Mon-Fri 9am-5pm at our N. Cicero Ave. location. 1) We are in need of weekly volunteers for Lobby
Desk: Mon 1-4pm or Fri 9-1 and 1-4pm. 2) We are looking for folks with flexible availability to learn lobby and simple
phone areas. 3) We have an opportunity to clean, tag, and box bottles for our Baby Bottle Campaigns—an ideal spot for

students needing service hours. 4) We are looking for warm-hearted volunteers to answer after-hours calls on their

phones weekly on Monday, Tuesday, or Thursday 5pm to 9am the next day and book appointments for our counseling
office. 5) We are in need of diaper donations especially sizes NEWBORN, 4, 5, and 6. 6) We are looking for volunteers
with flexible Saturday availability for reception at either our Des Plaines or Evergreen Park locations. If you want to find
your place in our mission, call Paige at 773.794.8807 or pscarlett@womens-center.org.

We need 5 pack n plays, 2 infant car seat/carriers, 3 toddler beds, 3 strollers, 3 double strollers, 2 walkers, 2 changing

tables, 4 bouncers, 2 high chairs, 2 bassinets, and 3 swings. It will be a great help if you can deliver these to us. For our
address, or if a pick-up by a volunteer is needed, please call 773-794-1313. The families who receive these things are

grateful for your generosity.
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Youth Rally for Lite-&-Mass

Prior to the March for Life Chicago

WHEN: SUNDAY, JAN. 17, 2016
TlME: gam-12:45pm (door opens at 8:30am)

(11:45am Holy Mass)

WHERE: ST. IGNATIUS COLLEGE PREP @Q
ADDRESS: 1076 West Roosevelt Road =0

 S—

. Yo

Chicago, IL 60608 9“
(MAIN ENTRANCE ON ROOSEVELT) | @
L

:

STUDENTS
i.oiH
CILLIN

0

NW INDIANA

| OMCAGD WEST |
www.relevantradio.com

Nearby CTA Stations:
Halsted Street Green Line (BNSF)
Roosevelt & Blue Island #12 Bus
UlC—Halsted Blue Line

CTA DIRECTIONS from St. Ignatius to Federal Plaza:
Red Line Option...

Roosevelt & Blue Island Bus 12 towards 15th/Indiana

Roosevelt & State — Red Line towards Howard

Stop at Jackson (Red)...walk west 0.2 miles to FEDERAL PLAZA.

SIGN UP FOR FREE TICKETS NOW:

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/youth-life-rally-2016-tickets-19958205530
For more information,

call the Respect Life Office 312-534-5355.

Join Steve Angrisano as he leads the Archdiocese of Chicago and beyond to a joyfilled
Youth Rally for life! Steve is a veteran musician, composer and youth minister who has
been featured at 7 World Youth Days, served as Emcee for ‘05 '07 '09 and "11 National
Catholic Youth Conference, Emcee’d 6 Pro Life March youth rally’s and has been featured
at numerous diocesan youth conventions/conferences. Steve will start us off with some
presentations filled with stories and songs. We will then end with a send off Mass
celebrated by Fr. Steve Bauer. See you there!
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Matthew 2:11

On coming to the house, they saw the child with
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold
and of incense and of myrrh.
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