




St. Lambert Church 
Super Bowl Party  
in Trainor Hall 
Sunday, February 7th, 
from 5 pm to 10pm 
 
Men. Make the right call. 
 

Bring the whole family and 
join us for S.L.A.M.  sponsored 
event watching the big game 
on the big screen. Bring any 
food or drink you’d like to 
share. No pressure, just fun! 
Please let us know if you’re 
coming. 
 

 

 

The Coffee Hour will be hosted by the  
St. Lambert Senior 
Activity Club and the 
contact is Marilyn 
Sala. She can be 
reached at  
847-675-5103.   
 

Your donations are 
appreciated.  

“…but the greatest of these is love.” 
Spouses, nurture your spiritual gift by at-
tending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend on Feb. 12-14, or April 8-10, or 
June 10-12, 2016, all at Elk Grove Village, 
IL.  Early registrati on is highly recom-
mended.  For reservations /information, 
call Jim & Kris at 630-577-0778 or contact 
us through http://wwme-chicagoland.org  



Continued from last week... 
 
There were four principle sects of 
Israel at the time of Christ. The 
Sadducees, who were the political 
elite dominated the temple 
priesthood. They accepted only the 
first five books of the Bible, the 
books of Moses, called the Torah in 
Hebrew, the Pentateuch in Greek. There were also 
the Pharisees, who included all of Israel in the strict 
observance of the law, not just priestly elite. They 
were not clergy, but a political/religious party which 
was considered populist and liberal at the time. The 
Pharisees accepted the oral tradition in which the 
Talmud finds its roots. According to Josephus, the 
Jewish historian, there were only about 6,000 of 
them at the time of the Second Temple.  The 
movement was large enough to have sub-
movements within it, such as the schools of 
Shammai and Hillel, the former considered 
conservative, the latter liberal. In the Gospels we see 
some Pharisees opposing Jesus, and some 
protecting Him and the early Christian movement. 
There were the Zealots, radical separatist nationalists 
who we would call terrorists. There was also a group 
called the Herodians, about whom we know almost 
nothing. It is doubtful that they were a religious sect, 
so much as Hellenized (Greek-ified) Jews who were 
partisans of the Herodian monarchy.  
 
Finally, were the puritan baptizer groups, the most 
well known of whom are the Essenes. Essenes seem 
to have been a faction led by priestly families. They 
had turned their backs on Judean institutions, 
believing that the Temple, the priesthood and the 
monarchy were corrupt. They followed their own 
calendar and their own rituals. For instance, they 
celebrated a Passover that did not include the 
sacrifice of a lamb in the temple. They had a whole 
body of apocalyptic literature that included a 
coming messiah and the reestablishment of the 
Davidic kingdom and the purification of the temple. 

It seems they expected two messiahs, a royal Davidic 
messiah and a priestly messiah from the tribe of Levi. 
It is interesting to note the two messiah expectation 
of the Essenes, in light of a similar expectation in 
Talmud of the Davidic royal messiah and the 
Josephite, suffering servant messiah.  The “messiahs”  
would gather in the dispersed Israelites, as 
mentioned earlier, purify the temple, restore the 
priesthood and re-establish the Davidic monarchy, 
among other expectations, such as renewing the 
manna in the wilderness and bringing victory over 
the enemies of Israel and the establishment of 
universal peace. It is interesting to notice the use of 
the word Yehuda (Juda) is similar to its use in the 
Gospel of St. John.  John seems to disparage the 
Jews, though we would call him Jewish. The 
Damascus scroll speaks just as disparagingly of the 
princes and house of Judah, though by our 
standards they were Jews. To this list of four, was 
added a fifth; the Nozri, or Nazarenes, followers of 
the self-proclaimed rabbi, Yeshua ben Yosef from 
Galilee who claimed both divine and Davidic 
descent. You probably call him Jesus of Nazareth.  
 
He had a meteoric rise and a meteoric fall. He 
appeared with His twelve students, mirroring the 
council of twelve mentioned in the Qumran 
documents. His preaching, sometimes apocalyptic 
sometimes practical seems to have included 
elements of both Essene and Pharisee theology. The 
gullible believed He had miraculous, healing powers. 
He talked about His plan to destroy and renew the 
temple, thus declaring Himself the messiah. When 
He paraded into Jerusalem and the crowds hailed 
Him as messiah, and then caused a riot in the 
temple, it was just too much. The Romans could 
tolerate just about anything, so long as you paid 
your taxes and did not riot. The Sadducees, who 
controlled the temple at the time, realized He had to 
go, if they were going to maintain the profitable 
status quo.  Jesus was arrested by the temple guard, 
handed over to the Sadducees who in turn handed 
Him over to the Romans for crucifixion. This was an 
act abhorrent to Pharisees. The blasphemer was to 
be stoned according to the Torah, and even those 
Pharisees who wanted Jesus executed would never 
have turned a fellow Israelite over to a foreign 

The Reverend Know-it-all 
“What I don’t know… 
I can always make up!” 

Page 4 Proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord 4th Sunday Ordinary Time 



authority for execution, but the Sadducees were in a 
bind.   They had to prove He was not the messiah. 
How better than to have Him crucified, law or no 
law. After all, the book of Leviticus says “Cursed is he 
who dies hanging on a tree.” (Deuteronomy 21: 23) 
The Roman method of execution, a form of hanging, 
would prove this Jesus to be cursed, and thus not 
the messiah. That would end the nonsense. But it 
didn’t.  
 
There is a passage in Josephus’ Jewish Antiquities, 
called the Flavian Testimony in which Josephus 
claims Jesus is the risen messiah. This was largely 
thought to have been completely added by 
Christians. Josephus never became a Christian as far 
as we know, and would not have claimed that Jesus 
was the messiah risen from the dead.  However, in 
1971, an Arabic version of the Flavian testimony was 
discovered. It was from the 10th century “Book of the 
Title" by Agapius, the Arab bishop of Hierapolis, a 
source completely independent of Latin versions of 
Josephus. It confirms that the Flavian Testimony 
probably was original to Josephus, but in a neutral, 
non-Christian version. “At this time there was a wise 
man who was called Jesus. And his conduct was 
good, and he was known to be virtuous. And many 
people from among the Jews and the other nations 
became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be 
crucified and to die. And those who had become his 
disciples did not abandon his discipleship. They 
reported that he had appeared to them after his 
crucifixion and that he was alive; accordingly, he was 
perhaps the Messiah concerning whom the prophets 
have recounted wonders.” 
 
With the exception of the possibility of Jesus’ 
messiahship, there is nothing exceptional or non-
historical about this passage. His disciples did report 
Him risen.  Just a few years after Jesus’ death, Saul of 
Tarsus, who claimed to be a Pharisee, also claimed 
to have seen Jesus on the road to Damascus. Saul 
was a late convert to Christianity, having his 
Damascus road conversion probably 3 to 5 years 
after the death of Jesus. Twenty years later he is 
telling the Corinthian church that “if the Messiah has 
not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in 
your sins.” (1 Cor. 15:17)  The Agapius version of the 

Flavian Testimony is quite correct. They claimed He 
had risen from the dead and they filled Jerusalem 
with this nonsense.  
 
The problem was the tomb. The tomb was 
apparently empty and in plain sight. Jesus was not 
crucified and buried “on a hill far away” as the old 
song goes. He was crucified and buried in a quarry 
right next to the main western gate of downtown 
Jerusalem, the Gennath gate. It was directly beneath 
a grand bridge and entrance to the temple, marked 
today by Wilson’s arch, now a location of prayer for 
Jews. This bridge went from the upper city to the 
central western entrance to the temple mount. It was 
a convenient short cut from Jerusalem’s fashionable 
western hill to the temple, a great time-saver for the 
priestly class. The combination of the lower and 
upper roads would have made it the equivalent of an 
expressway interchange. The Romans didn’t waste a 
perfectly good crucifixion by hiding it on a hill far 
away. The wanted it where everyone could see it. 
Jesus was buried in a tomb adjacent to the execution 
site, and when that tomb turned up empty, it caused 
a stir. There it was: an empty tomb and perhaps 
some strangely singed burial cloths. The body must 
have been stolen. People don’t just rise from the 
dead, or so the Sadducees claimed. The frenzy just 
would not die down. Jesus’ followers kept claiming 
they had seen him repeatedly over the course of a 
month or so.  Things were getting out of hand, 
despite the best efforts of Annas, the high priest, and 
his family and the rest of the Sadducees party.  Then 
disaster struck: Shavuot, when a new fifth faction was 
born!  
  
Next week: the Shavuot disaster 
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time – January 31, 2016  

 
“Before you were born, I 
consecrated you.”  If you 
think that you may be set 
apart by the Lord to serve 

Him as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life, 
Call Father Francis Bitterman (312) 534-8298, or 

write: fbitterman@archchicago.org  
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PATIENT 
KIND 

TRUSTS 
PROTECTS 
NOT RUDE 

NOT PROUD 
 

NEVER FAILS 
AGAPE 

PRESERVES 
HOPES 
TRUTH 

DOES NOT ENVY 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

Embers Elementary School, 8340 N. Greenwood Ave, Niles, IL will be having  
PK3, PK4, and K-5th grade Open Houses for fall enrollment at 10:00 a.m. on  
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH and SATURDAY, MARCH 5TH.  Join us for fun,  
interactive classroom visits and a parent information session with Q & A.  
New for fall 2016, PK3 and PK4 will have full day, all week option. Embers is  
a private, independent school, rooted in the Catholic faith, serving grades  
PK3 - 5th. It offers a rich, traditional academic curriculum and character  
formation. Reservations requested. Please RSVP at 847.518.1185 or  
info@emberselementary.org.  Be a Spark! 



Faith, hope, and love remain, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love. — 1 Corinthians 13:13 

Catholic Charities First Look for Charity- February 12 
 

Zoom on over to First Look for Charity the exclusive preview night of the 
Chicago Auto Show at the McCormick Place in Chicago. Catholic Charities 
of Chicago’s pre-event reception with Monsignor Michael M. Boland begins 
at 5:30 p.m. In our private suite, enjoy cocktails, gourmet food, musical 
entertainment, a silent auction and raffle. A special appearance will be made 
by Lauren Petty of NBC5 Chicago. Proceeds benefit our Maternity and 

Adoption programs and our Neighbors in Need Fund. Tickets are $250 per person. Be sure to select Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago when purchasing your ticket. 
 
The Auto Show floor opens from 7- 11 p.m. with live entertainment, cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, a ‘first look’ at the 
premier display of vehicles and a chance to win a 2016 Lincoln MKX or 2016 Jeep Renegade. Tuxedo attire is 
mandatory. For more information or to purchase tickets, visit www.catholiccharities.net/firstlook. 
 

Catholic Charities Mary’s Closet in need of Professional Clothing and Designer Clothing Donations 
 

Catholic Charities professional clothing center, Mary’s Closet, is in need of career-ready clothing, accessories and 
shoes for men and women, especially in larger sizes. Mary’s Closet, is a program that helps Catholic Charities 
clients who are in need of assistance preparing for job interviews or seeking employment, by providing them with 
work-ready clothes and interview coaching. We are also looking for high end designer clothing donations to 
support the program’s annual Spring fundraiser, Encore! Designer clothes are sold at the May resale event with all 
proceeds benefiting the Catholic Charities Mary’s Closet program.  

 
All donated items can be dropped off at Catholic Charities, 721 N. LaSalle Street, 
Chicago on Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. – 
7 p.m. or on Saturday from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. or at 
our other drop-off location Relevant Radio, 145 S. 
Northwest Highway, Park Ridge Monday through 
Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. For more information or for 
pick-up service please visit, 
www.catholiccharities.net/maryscloset or email 
maryscloset@catholiccharities.net. 
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