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Saturday, January 6 

5:00   †  Patrick Gaynor 

Sunday, January 7 

8:00      People of St Lambert 

10:00  † Daniel J. Morales  

12:00   Joseph & Michael Holden and Family 

Monday, January 8 

10:00   † Joseph Lamb 

Tuesday, January 9 

7:15   Evelyn Rosagas, in Thanksgiving 

Wednesday, January 10 

7:15   † Armando De La Paz   

Thursday, January 11 

7:15   † Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Friday, January 12 

7:15   †  Daniel J. Morales 

Saturday, January 13 

8:00     † Gilberto & Angel Mercado 

5:00   †  Patrick Gaynor 

Sunday, January 14 

8:00     †  Susanne Roessler  

10:00  † Eva & John Krump 

12:00   People of St Lambert  

Masses for the Week 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-
 38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10 or  
 Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Mk 1:7-11 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20 or 1 Sm 1:1-8 and 1 Sm 1:9-
 20;1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Mk 1:21-28 or  
 Mk 1:14-20 and Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5, 7-10;  
 Mk 1:29�;39 
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25;  
 Mk 1:40�;45 
Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19;  
 Mk 2:1�;12 
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Ps 21:2-7;  
 Mk 2:13�;17 
Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10;  
 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 7, 2018 

All kings shall pay him homage, 
 all nations shall serve him. 

— Psalm 72:11 

Sunday Offertory Collection 
 

Sunday Offering, December 23 & 24 , 2017 
Envelopes:  $5,592.00 
Loose:           1,840.76 
Total:        $7,432.76 
 
Christmas Vigil and Christmas 
Day: 
Envelopes:  $9,097.00 
Loose:          3,842.25 
Total:       $7,745.20 
 
 
YouthChurch: $20.00 

 
Thank you for your continued support! 
For Online Giving go to: www.givecentral.org 

 

The Coffee Hour will be hosted next week by  
Betty Kovathana and you can reach 

her at 847-675-8253. Your participation and 
donations are most welcome!! 

EASTERN STAR 
Fair eastern star, that art ordain’d to run 
Before the sages, to the rising Sun, 
Here cease thy course, and wonder that 
the cloudof this poor stable can thy Maker 
shroud.—Sir John Beaumont 
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Some thoughts on the Feast of  
St. Thomas Becket: 
 
I have been the pastor of two 
parishes which have as their patron 
saint a bishop who was slaughtered 
by knights in shining armor. St. 
Thomas Becket was one such bishop. 
He was a pliable friend of King Henry II of England. 
Thomas was in Holy Orders, a deacon I think, so 
the newly crowned king decided to appoint his old 
friend Thomas to be the leading bishop of the 
realm. No sooner than ordained, Thomas started 
being difficult. He zealously guarded the right of 
the church to try misbehaving clerics. He thought 
it a vital principle for guarding freedom of religion. 
He was hounded out of the country, and when he 
returned he was killed by a few of the king’s 
knights, with or without the collusion of the king. 
No one is quite sure.  
 
St. Lambert has a similar story.  Lambert was a 
monk of an impeccably aristocratic background. 
Around 700 AD he was appointed bishop of 
Maastricht and Liege by Prince Pepin of Herstal. 
He promptly became less pliable and denounced 
Pepin’s carrying on with his mistress Alpaida. 
(You’ve got to love the names.) Again the 
retainers of Prince Pepin murder Lambert.  
 
 In all of this you must be thinking, doesn’t the 
pope appoint bishops? Actually, he doesn’t. He 
usually approves candidates put forward by the 
local church. Until very recently the local powers 
had a lot to do with appointing bishops and even 
popes. Until modern times, the powerful have 
always interfered with the election of popes. The 
emperors of Constantinople had to approve the 
election of the Bishop of Rome by the clergy and 
people of that city until the 800’s. In 1059, Pope 
Nicholas II decided that only the pastors of the 
main churches in Rome (the cardinals) would elect 

the Bishop of Rome, because the whole thing was 
getting out of hand, riots, politics and all. The 
man elected still had to have the approval of the 
priests and people of Rome.  
 
In 1139, the need for popular approval was 
dropped and the pastors would elect the pope, 
the Bishop of Rome. In 1274, it was decided that 
the cardinals would be locked up (conclave, 
meaning “with a key” or “lock down”) so as to 
reduce the chaos, politics and rioting in the 
streets. But they couldn’t keep out the powerful 
completely. Catholic kings had rights of election 

and claimed a veto over papal elections. Each king 
had a cardinal, who could apply the royal veto 
during a papal conclave. The last time the royal 
veto was us used was in 1903, when Austria 
opposed the election of Cardinal Rampolla, so the 
conclave elected Cardinal Sarto who ended up as 
St. Pope Pius X. Six months later Pius ended the 
practice.  
 
Governments have always tried to control the 
elections of popes and bishops because the 
Gospel of Christ is the only thing more powerful 
than the state. Governments hate when their 
subjects have a higher loyalty than the loyalty 
rendered to the state. So, the power of 
governments over episcopal and papal 
appointments ended in 1903? Hardly! Francisco 
Franco, the Caudillo of Spain claimed the 
patronato real, the privilege of Spanish kings to 
name bishops and veto appointments from 
bishops all the way down to the parish priest. This 
only ended  in 1973.  Today the Chinese 
government claims the same exact privilege.  At 
least this abuse has ended everywhere but China. 
Don’t count on it. We have a new kind of 
government. You may think that much of the 
world has adopted government by the people of 
the people and for the people.  Nonsense!  
 
We are governed by news agencies and talk show 
hosts. The constant flow of information and 
opinion that we carry around in our pockets on our 
no-so-smart phones tells us what to think, of 

(Continued on page 4) 

The Reverend Know-it-all 
“What I don’t know…I can  
always make up!” 



Chicagoland 
Playing Santa a special ministry  
for one deacon 
By Joyce Duriga | Editor  
December 20, 2017 
 
For most of the year, Deacon Dan 
Welter serves as chancellor of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, but for a few 
weeks leading up to Christmas, he 
sheds that role and dons a red suit and 
white beard to play Santa at Macy’s on 
State and Randolph streets in 
downtown Chicago.  
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He was recruited to play Santa by Jim Roetheli, who 
played Santa at Marshall Field’s and Macy’s for 
more than 30 years. Roetheli, who died in April, 
worked as a receptionist at St. Gertrude Parish in 
Edgewater where Welter served as a deacon.  
“We got to talking about Santa one day and he said, 
‘You’d make a good Santa. Can I recommend you?’” 
Welter recalled while sitting in his office at the 
Quigley Pastoral Center, 835 N. Rush St., wearing 
red suspenders and a green and black tie with 
images of Santa on it.  
 
That was four “seasons” ago. Welter, who also 
serves as a deacon at Holy Name Cathedral, now 
works all of the meals with Santa at the store, which 
is dinner Friday night and breakfast Saturday and 
Sunday mornings. Other Santas work in the store’s 
“Santaland.” 
 
What makes a good Santa, according to Welter? 
 
“Part of it is to be child-like yourself, not childish — 
to see this, in many ways, through the eyes of this 
child coming to you where they believe in the magic 
and you want to make sure that magic is never 
abused,” Welter said, with tears in his eyes and 
moved by emotion. “You listen to them, you hear 
their secrets and you hope that they will carry away 
a really good memory.” It also takes patience and a 
jolly attitude. 
 
“They have to know that they are always on the 
good list, that they are loved,” he said.   

Deacon Dan Welter, chancellor of the Archdiocese of Chicago,  
playing Santa at Macy’s on State and Randolph streets, greets Evan 
Mc Manus, 4 on December 15th (Karen Callaway/Chicago Catholic) 

whom to approve and for whom to vote. It tells us 
how many genders there are and how to define 
marriage and which children have the right to live 
and which children and old people should die. This 
same info-government tells us that priests who 
defy Catholic tradition regarding marriage and 
preference are heroic and those who hold to the 
Gospel preached these two thousand years are 
narrow-minded, fundamentalists and Pharisees. 
The yammering classes can hound any bishop or 
priest out of his pulpit and so we try to combat the 
whole usurpation of the freedom of the Gospel by 
beating them at their own game.  
 
And so, somebody at the Vatican has just hire a 
company called Accenture to design and manage 
the Holy See's new internet news service. The 
have asked the fox to completely redesign the hen 
house. The company in question, Accenture, is 
famous throughout the world for promoting a 
political and moral agenda diametrically opposed 
to Catholic moral teaching. So the new rulers of 
the world have just been given a veto power to 
elect and depose popes and bishops and priests 
just as governments have always wanted.  When 
the Sadducees were asked, “Shall I crucify your 
king?” they shouted, “We have no king but 
Caesar.”  I guess we are there in the crowd with 
them. We have no king but the media. 
God help us. 
 
Rev. Know it all 

(Continued from page 3) 
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All of Macy’s Santas wear the same costume as the 
Santa seen at the end of the store’s annual 
Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City. Macy’s 
pay their Santas a little above minimum wage but 
Welter says he would pay them for the privilege to 
be Santa. The people at Macy’s don’t refer to the 
Santas by their real names. Welter is just Santa Dan 
to them.  
 
The children make requests “from the sublime to the 
ridiculous and to the very poignant,” Welter said. 
The kids will ask for almost every toy imaginable or 
something as simple as a yo-yo.  
“One little boy wanted crime scene tape. I think his 
father was a detective,” he said.  
 
A request last year that touched Welter came from a 
little girl who asked for a mug that said, “World’s 
Best Mom.”  
 
“I suggested that maybe she should ask one of the 
big kids at home to help her with that gift, but she 
told me there were no big kids at home. There was 
just her and Mom,” Welter said, visibly moved again. 
“So I talked to Mom to make sure that that gift would 
be there. She cried and I cried.”  
 
Children’s reactions to seeing Santa often depend 
upon their age. Little children are frequently scared 
of Santa because he’s a large person in a big red 
outfit whom their parents hand them to and walk 
away, he said. 
 
“By the time they are about 3 and 4 they begin to 
understand who you are and that you are a symbol 
of goodness. They come running up to you then and 
want to hug you. It’s wonderful to have that kind of 
affirmation,” Welter said. 
 
When asked if he’s the real Santa, Welter says he 
turns it around and asks the child what they think.  
“Their answers are amazing and, generally, they 
come around to the point where they say, ‘You 
probably are.’” 
 
Before he puts on the suit and becomes Santa, 
Welter said he spends some time reflecting on the 
privilege it is to be Santa and prays for the children 
he will meet.  
 
“What it does, in many ways, it restores for me the 
essentials of Christmas — families coming together, 
celebrating the season, the children with their 
anticipation of all of this.” 

Santa’s origins come from St. Nicholas, whose feast 
day is celebrated Dec. 6. St. Nicholas of Myra was a 
bishop who lived in Turkey around A.D. 280 and 
reportedly used his inheritance to help the poor. 
Legend has it that three times he dropped a bag of 
money through the window of a father’s home to 
anonymously provide dowries for the three 
daughters.  
 
The spirit of St. Nicholas resonates throughout the 
season.  
 
“It’s about love. It’s about hope. It’s about being 
nice,” Welter said. “Our St. Nicholas was someone 
who, by legend, helped people out when they were 
in a place where they couldn’t help themselves. 
These children, many of them have means, some 
have no means, but they have hope and that’s what 
the season is about.” 
 
Welter’s wife, Martha, was on hand for her 
husband’s appearance at dinner with Santa on Dec. 
15 and said she wasn’t surprised when her husband 
took on the role. 
 
“I always thought he was perfect for it,” she said. “He 
was always very good at advancing the story of 
Santa. It’s the joy of his season. He absolutely loves 
it.” 
 
“If he couldn’t do it, he probably would have a very 
depressing season,” Martha Welter said, laughing. 
“It’s tiring but he just loves talking to the kids. He has 
great stories.” 
 
For More articles order your Chicago Catholic today! 

 

Retreat/ workshop 
For widowed men/womenThe Joyful Again! program 
brings understanding and hope to help you on your new 
life’s journey. “I felt welcome.”, “Found hope, “Am more 
at peace.” 
Dates:   March 3 & 4, 2018  OLA Retreat House Lemont 
 (Overnight incl.- no commuters.) 
April 21 & 22, 2018 Presence/Holy Family Med Ctr. 
 (No overnight available here.)   
  For more information contactus at Joyful Again! 
Widowed Ministry:  708-354-7211  
Email: joyfulagain7211@gmail.com 
Website:www.joyfulagain.org  
   (Short video on website.) 
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Kids Corner 
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Three Wise Men and the star 

Matthew 2:9-11 
 
After they had heard the king, they 
went on their way, and the star they 
had seen in the east went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place 
where the child was.  
When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed.  
 
On coming to the house, they saw 
the child with his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped 
him. Then they opened their treas-
ures and presented him with gifts of 
gold and of incense and of myrrh. 


