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“Today in the liturgy we celebrate the memory of the Most Holy Name of Mary. In the
history of the world the fortunes, hopes and tears of many people have intertwined
with her name. Even today, she unites in prayer the millions of hearts that pay homage to her, implore her intercession, her help and her succor. Our Lady defends the
faith and the Church in danger. By venerating the name of Mary, we give thanks for
her presence in the life of the Church and of each one of us. By entrusting you to the
Mother of God, I bless you from the heart.”(Pope Francis, General Audience, Sept. 12, 2018)

The Seventh Commandment
The Seventh Commandment forbids stealing or theft, which involves taking someone’s money
or property “against the reasonable will of the owner.” Theft includes not only robbery but also
actions such as embezzlement, computer theft, counterfeit money, fraud, identity theft, copyright
violations (including pirating things such as music or computer software), and mail scams.
To keep this Commandment, we need to acquire the virtues of moderation in our possessions,
justice in our treatment of others, respect for their human dignity, and solidarity with all peoples.
We should not steal from each other, pay unfair salaries, cheat in business, or exploit
people’s weaknesses to make money. Promises should be kept and contracts honored to the
extent that the issues are morally just (cf. CCC, no. 2410). We need to safeguard property rights,
pay our debts, and fulfill obligations freely incurred. The government has the right and
duty to safeguard legitimate ownership of money and property and to protect people from
robbery and injury.
—This excerpt is from the United States Catholic Catechism for Adults (Washington, DC: USCCB, 2006) 419.
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