
Saint Matthias Parish 
 

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue 
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania  19004 

                                            
 

W e b s i t e :   w w w . s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g         

E m a i l :   m a t t h i a s @ s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g  
   
 
 

   Founded 1906 
  

R e c t o r y :   6 1 0 - 6 6 4 - 0 2 0 7            F a x :   6 1 0 - 6 6 4 - 3 5 5 9  
Parish Religious Education Office and Youth Office:  610-664-1942     

     

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil:  5:00 p.m.     Sunday:  8:30 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   7:00 p.m. 

Monday – Friday:  7:30 a.m.       Saturday:  8:00 a.m.  
 

  Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions):  Saturdays at 4:15 PM, also by appointment 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

Reverend Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure, Pastor    

Reverend John A. McGinnis, Retired Priest    Director of Parish Outreach:  Peggy Haley 

Reverend Mariusz Beczek, O.S.J., Weekend Assistance   Director of Liturgical Music:  Berthilla Wiscount 

Deacon Michael J. Kubiak      Coordinator of Religious Education:  Peggy Haley 

Brandon M. Artman, Seminarian                                   Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministry:  Katie Bryson 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish!  Please see 

Monsignor and register at the Rectory after any weekend Mass.  Additional 

information about registering at Saint Matthias Parish may be found on our 

website. 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  The office staff is available for business matters 

Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   

APPOINTMENTS:  You are asked to arrange an appointment in advance by 

telephone with the Priest you wish to see. 

 

SICK CALLS: Emergencies – Please call the Rectory.  Hospital Visitation – 

The Parish Priests will be happy to visit any Parishioner who is hospitalized.  

Please contact the Rectory, since hospitals do not contact the Rectory. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is administered most 

Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Arrangements are made in advance at the Rectory.  

Sponsors must provide proof of eligibility by a letter from their respective 

Pastors.  First time parents attend a Pre-Jordan Meeting prior to Baptism, 

which is arranged at a mutually convenient time. 

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made with the Pastor    

at least six months before the date of the Wedding.  Pre-Cana instructions are 

required. Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. and 

2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings. 

 
 

M A R C H  6 ,  2 0 1 6  –  F O U R T H  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T  /  L A E T A R E  S U N D A Y
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March 6, 2016 
Fourth Sunday of Lent/ Laetare Sunday 
 

 
 

Saturday, March 5 –Vigil, Fourth Sunday of Lent 
5:00 For Our Parishioners 
 

Sunday, March 6 – Fourth Sunday of Lent/Laetare Sunday  
*8:30 Alan and Loretta Tremper 

*10:30 Intentions of Stephanie MacDonald 

7:00  Special Intentions of Frank Burdo, Jr. 
 

Monday, March 7 – Lenten Weekday/Ss. Perpetua & Felicity 
7:30 Deceased Members of the Rosary Group 
 

Tuesday, March 8 – Lenten Weekday/St. John of God  
*7:30 In Honor of St. Joseph 
 

Wednesday, March 9 – Lenten Weekday/St. Frances of Rome  
7:30 The Reed Family 
 

Thursday, March 10 – Lenten Weekday 
7:30 Joyce Norheim 

                       

Friday, March 11 – Lenten Weekday 
7:30 Intentions of Ann Lorello 
 

Saturday, March 12 – Lenten Weekday 

8:00 The Vesci Family 
5:00 Stephen Griffin 
 

Sunday, March 13 – Fifth Sunday of Lent  
8:30 Marie Przybyszewski 
*10:30 Jim Farrell  (14th Anniversary) 

7:00  For Our Parishioners 
 

* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program  

 
LIVING LIGHTS:  On the side of the Sanctuary near 
the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where three 
candles burn for special intentions.  If you wish to have 
one of these candles burning for your intention, please 
bring your donation and intention to the sacristy or the 
rectory office.  The Donation for these candles is $10.  
This week’s candles are lit for: Our Youth, Marriage & 
Family, and Special Intention. 

 
Don’t wait until the last minute! 
If you are in need of a statement of 
your 2015 contributions to Saint 
Matthias Church for preparing tax 
returns, please contact the rectory. 

H.O.P.E. – Helping Other People Enthusiastically   
H.O.P.E. volunteers assist fellow Parishioners by 
providing transportation to doctors’ offices, banks, 
and supermarkets.  The Captain for March 7 - 13 is 
Marge and Ed Kiefski: 215-913-4482. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK:  Carmel Bane, 
Joseph Butler, Tom Hennessey, Jr., Marie D. Fratini, 
Martha Eckert, Richard Knorr, Stephen Williams, Ryan 
Williams, Wyn Marino, Thomas Liciardella, Jeanne 
Glick, Nita Dransfield, Anthony Massini, Louise 
Rascioli, Paul Snyder, Joe Casino, Irma Bates, Mary 
Takacs, John Lynch, Dorothy Rubincam, Eugene Scotti, 
Catherine O’Connor, Tom Klemick, Alec Boult, Frank 
Diebold, Louise Grato, Bernie, Katherine, Jordan 
Damas, John DiVivo, Baby Michael Anthony 

Siniscalchi, Mary Rowland, Joan Grzeskowiak, Gerry 
Gregory, Roger & Lelene Lifleur, Josette Brun,  Eleanor 
Kuhl, Jacqueline Gregory, Christine Ambrose, Lorraine 
Beaulieu, Dr. Joan Hurlock, Theresa Jandrositz, 
Raymond Sullivan, Rev. Thomas Wheeler, SJ, 
Maryhelen Hogan, Thomas O’Connor, Jr., Dante Scott, 
Gerard Hilard, Gabriel Minders, Chadd Kraus, Sr. Rita 
Powell, Bill Duffy, Rachel Smith, Louis Owens, Lynne 
Dotsey, Ed Kiefski, and Anna Dolores Frank. We also 
pray for those served by our Parish in Inglis House and 
Bala Nursing Home. If you wish to have someone’s 
name added to our Sick List, please call the Rectory. 
Kindly notify the Rectory when a name should be 
removed from the Sick List. 

 
MEMBERS OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:   
Heidi Anderson, Patricia Black, Katherine Bryson           
(ex-officio), Mike DeMonte, Maggie Duffy, Peggy Haley           
(ex-officio), Ross Holgado, Ray Nepomuceno, Mark Rooney,            
Peggy Saeger (Secretary), Gina Sullivan, H. Nelson       
Keyser III (Finance Council representative), Mike Utkus, 
Berthilla Wiscount (ex-officio). 

 

Sacrificial Giving ~ Stewardship  
Sunday Collection, February 27/28:   $ 5,505 

Operation Rice Bowl Collection, February 27/28:  $ 630  

Catholic Charities Appeal (as of 2/26/16):  $ 3,050 
(Catholic Charities Appeal Goal:  $ 45,942) 

Thank you for your continued sacrificial generosity! 

 

S tations of the Cross 

Tuesdays of Lent 

7:00 p.m. 

Followed by Confessions 
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The second collection envelope 

this weekend is for the Church 

in Central and Eastern Europe.  

This collection supports Catholic 

organizations that provide 

affordable shelter and training for seminarians in a 

region that still struggles from the effects of Soviet 

rule. By providing pastoral care, catechesis, and 

funding for building renovations, your donations help 

restore the Church and build the future in the region.  

The second collection envelope next weekend is the 

annual Lenten Sacrifice for Our Parish. Thank you 

for your sacrificial generosity to this collection.        

(All second collection envelopes, clearly marked as 

such, should be placed in the main collection at the 

offertory of the Mass next weekend.) 

 
Mass Intentions       
An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for 
several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the 
intentions of another person (such as on a birthday), 
or, as is most common, for the repose of the soul of 
someone who has died.  When we face the death of 
someone, even a person who is not Catholic, to have 
a Mass offered for the repose of his soul and to offer 
our prayers are more beneficial and comforting than 
any other sympathy card or bouquet of flowers. To 
have a Mass offered on the occasion of a birthday, 
anniversary or special need is appropriate, beneficial 
and appreciated.  You will be given a Mass Card with 
the date and time of your Mass Intention on it, so you 
can give it to the person (or the family of the person) 
for whom the Mass will be offered.  They may wish 
to attend the Mass.  Mass Intentions are available at 
Saint Matthias for most Sundays and weekdays, but 
are filling up quickly.  The offering for a Mass 
Intention is $10.  Please stop by the Rectory during 
business hours to reserve your Mass Intention. 

 
Life is changed, not ended.   

Please pray for the repose of the souls of              

Rev. Bruce Bidinger, S.J. and Sister Maria del 

Carmen Kuhn, R.S.M.  May their souls, and the souls 

of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace.  Amen. 

 
Congratulations  to our Confirma tion 
Candidates  who w ill  be Confirmed this 
Saturday, March 12, by Bishop Timothy 
Senior  here at Saint Matthias !   

 
2016 CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL 

 

For 2016 there is a new vision guiding the Catholic 

Charities Appeal. In addition to our traditional and vital 

work among the poorest and most disadvantaged, this 

year Catholic Charities is targeting virtually every aspect 

of Catholic life for enrichment and improvement. We 

are taking on a bigger challenge than ever before. This 

year, your donations will benefit nearly 180 ministries 

and programs helping everything from childcare to 

retirement living, from homelessness to growing the 

Church on college campuses. However, doing more 

good requires raising more money. So we ask you to 

look deep in your heart and be as generous as you can 

to help us reach our $15 million goal. The Catholic 

Charities Appeal is the Archdiocese of Philadelphia’s 

single most important fundraiser and we’re counting on 

your support. 

 

Last year, donations from Saint Matthias amounted to 

$49,197, or 118% of our goal!  A job well done ~ thank 

you for your generous response!  This year, our goal is   

$ 45,942.  With everyone giving whatever they can, large 

or small, we can certainly top our goal again this year 

and help so many struggling people in this area.            

As Jesus told us, “‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for 

one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’”  

 

In addition to the envelope in your packet from the 

parish, the Archdiocese also sent out information and 

envelopes which you may use directly.  You may also 

contribute on-line at www.catholiccharitiesappeal.org. 

Be sure to use the pull down menu to designate Saint 

Matthias as your parish.  Additionally, you may place 

your contribution in any weekend collection, clearing 

marking the envelope for Catholic Charities.  All donations are 

placed in a separate 501c(3) Catholic Charities fund by 

the Archdiocese and cannot be used for any other 

purpose.   

 

Together we can truly make a difference in the lives of 

those who are in need!! 
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TUESDAY  

¶ Stations of the Cross.  Each Tuesday of Lent at       

7:00 PM, followed by Confessions. 
 

WEDNESDAY 

¶ Knitters.  This ministry of needlework created in 

prayer makes needlework items for persons in 

need, such as the sick and bereaved. Members 

create items in prayer either in community or 

alone, United in prayer. The group, open to 

people of all skill levels, meets bi-weekly in the 

Parish Center on Wednesdays. 
 

FRIDAY 

¶ St. Matthias Youth Group meets on Fridays from 

5 to 7 PM in the Parish Center.  High school and 

junior high teens come together to eat pizza, play 

games, learn more about our Catholic Faith, 

participate in community service, and so much 

more!  Parents can contact Katie Bryson at 610-

664-0207 or katieb@saintmatthias.org for more 

info. 

¶ Family “Open Gym” Night – 6:00 to 8:30 PM.  

This is a laid-back family event designed to get us 

out during the cold season to hang out with other 

St. Matthias families and friends.  Come to the 

gym and play with your fellow parishioners 

(parents should stay; this is not a drop off thing)… we 

will have half the court dedicated to kids and 

adults who want to play an organized pick-up 

basketball game, and we’ll have the other half of 

the court for those who like to chat or just run 

around.  (If you have kids who aren’t into basketball, 

bring a jump rope or coloring book or something else, 

and join us anyway!) 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!   
Kids Movie Night -- March 19th 

 
Congratulations to Eva Elizabeth Kraus (grade 8) 

who recently achieved Distinguished Honors at the 
Academy of Notre Dame de Namur; to Sarah C.  
Laske (grade 12), who recently achieved 
Distinguished Honors at Merion Mercy Academy; 
and to Jameson Fogarty, who achieved First Honors 
at Saint Joseph’s Preparatory School for the first 
semester.  

 

Annual Lenten Concert 

 
TODAY – Sunday, March 6, 2016 – 4:00 PM 

Saint Martin of Tours Chapel 

The seminarians of Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary 

invite you to an evening of spiritual preparation for 

the Easter season.  Reflect on scripture readings and 

enjoy music performed by the Seminary choirs and 

instrumentalists.  This event is free and open to the 

public.  A free-will offering will be accepted to benefit 

a charity.  All are welcome! 

 
MAIN LINE SINGLES DINNER CLUB  (Ages 52-64) 
Catholic men & women are cordially invited to join to 

share common interests and dine together twice a month.  

Our next scheduled event is today ï Sunday, March 6 at 

4 PM, a restaurant event at Twenty 9 Restaurant 

followed by Peopleôs Light and Theater production of 

ñSense & Sensibilityò at 6:45 PM, both located in 

Malvern.  Saturday, March 12, a St. Pattyôs/St. Joeôs 

House Party at 5:30 PM at a memberôs home in 

Havertown.  Saturday, April 2, a post-Easter party at a 

memberôs house in Havertown.  Info: Barb, 610-896-

6542.  Catholic men are encouraged to participate. 

 
Discernment and the Spiritual Journey is an 
opportunity to learn more about the desires of the 
human heart and provide knowledge for cultivating a 
discerning heart.  Presented by Sister Mary Carboy, SSJ.  
March 9 from 9:30 AM to 3 PM.  $35; includes lunch.  
Offered at St. Raphaela Center in Haverford (610-642-
5715 or (www.straphaelacenter.org). 
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Upcoming Events at IHM Conference Center 
“Bowl and a Roll” and simple dessert.  Wednesday, 
March 9 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.  Reflection on the 
merits of mercy vs. the use of revenge as a path to 
justice.  A Movie with Meaning: “Of Gods and 
Men” on March 14 from 10 AM to 1 PM (lunch 
included).  Both events held at the IHM Conference 
Center in Bryn Mawr.  Stipend: $15 per person, per 
event.  Register for either event by calling 610-581-
0120 or emailing ihmconference@verizon.net.   

 
MAN UP PHILLY 

MARCH 12, 2016 

SAINT JOSEPH UNIVERSITY 

Reveal your true masculinity through your 

imitation of Christ’s humility. Our Journey with 

Christ starts here.  Complete info and registration: 

ManUpPhilly.com. 

 
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

IHM Vocation Office 
 

Sisters' Night  

including young women 18 - 35 years of age 

Where:  Villa Maria House of Studies 

1140 King Road  +  Immaculata, PA  19345 

When:  Friday, March 18 -- 6:00 ɀ 9:00PM 

Contact:  Sr. Marianne Lallone  (ihmvoc@gmail.com) 
 

Discernment Weekend  

for young women 18 - 35 years of age 
Where:  Villa Maria House of Studies 

1140 King Road  +  Immaculata, PA  19345 

When: Weekend of April 1 ɀ 3 

Contact:  Sr. Rose Bernadette Mulligan  (ihmvoc@aol.com) 

 
Lenten Fasting and Abstinence 

The Bishops of the United States prescribe, as a minimal 

obligation, that all persons who are fourteen years of age 

and older are bound to abstain from eating meat on Ash 

Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent and Good Friday. 

Further, all persons eighteen years of age and older, up 

to and including their fifty-ninth birthday, are bound to 

fast by limiting themselves to a single full meal on Ash 

Wednesday and on Good Friday, while the other two 

meals on those days are to be light. 

S aint Matthias Parish 
 

 
 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion – March 19/20 

Palm will be blessed at each Mass  

in memory of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem 

(Regular Mass Schedule) 

Saturday:  5:00 PM  (Confessions 4:15-4:45 PM) 

Sunday:  8:30 AM, 10:30 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

Monday of Holy Week – March 21 

Mass:  7:30 AM 

 

Tuesday of Holy Week – March 22 

Mass:  7:30 AM 

Stations of the Cross:  7:00 PM 

Confessions following Stations of the Cross 

 

Wednesday of Holy Week – March 23 

Mass:  7:30 AM 

 

Holy Thursday – March 24 

Morning Prayer (Lauds):  8:00 AM 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper:  7:00 PM 

The Church will remain open until 10:00 PM for adoration of 

the Most Blessed Sacrament at the Repository 

 

Good Friday – March 25 

Morning Prayer (Lauds):  8:00 AM 

The Church will remain open all day for visitation 

Confessions:  1:00 – 1:30 PM 

Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s Passion:  3:00 PM 

(Includes Reading of the Passion,  

Veneration of the Cross, and Holy Communion) 

Stations of the Cross:  7:00 PM 

 

Holy Saturday – March 26 

Morning Prayer (Lauds):  8:00 AM 

Easter Egg Hunt:  11:00 AM 

Blessing of Easter Food:  12:00 Noon 

Confessions:  1:00 – 1:30 PM  (No 4:15 PM Confessions) 

Easter Vigil:  7:00 PM 

* No 5:00 PM Mass on Holy Saturday * 

 

Easter Sunday – March 27 

Masses at 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM, and 12:00 Noon 

* No 7:00 PM Mass on Easter Sunday * 
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St. Matthias Parish has enlisted Parish 

Giving to provide you with the opportunity to use 

Electric Funds Transfer as an alternate method for 

giving.  The Program is free of charge for  

parishioners. 

Go to Parish Giving on our website 

(www.saintmatthis.org) to register for the Program.  

Parish Giving allows participants to donate a 

recurring contribution that is automatically transferred 

for your checking or savings account, or even credit 

card, on a monthly basis, and you select your own 

billing date.  This Program can be utilized for your 

Sunday contributions, as well as any Holy Day 

contributions, as well as all Archdiocesan collections. 

It is simple, secure, and allows you to print out 

a report of your contributions for tax purposes.  The 

use of Electronic Funds Transfer is not only time-

saving and convenient for you, but also allows our 

Parish to realize a more consistent level of support.  

By signing up for Parish Giving, you will  know that 

you are doing your part to support the Parish even at 

time you are not able to be physically present to 

celebrate with our Parish Community.  Thanks for 

your continued generous support of our Parish! 

 

 
 

March, 2016 
 

Universal Intention: Families in Difficulty 
That families in need may receive the necessary 
support and that children may grow up in healthy and 
peaceful environments. 
 

Evangelization Intention: Persecuted Christians 
That those Christians who, on account of their faith, 
are discriminated against or are being persecuted, may 
remain strong and faithful to the Gospel, thanks to 
the incessant prayer of the Church. 

 
TO THE PARENTS OF OUR YOUNG 

CHILDREN, MAY WE SUGGEST… 

¶ Relax! God put the wiggle in children;                                                                

don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s 

house.  All are welcome! 

¶ Sit toward the front where it is easier for your 

little ones to see and hear what’s going on at the 

altar.  They tire of seeing the backs of others’ 

heads. 

¶ Quietly explain the parts of the Mass and 

actions of the priest, altar servers, choir, etc. 

¶ Sing the hymns, pray and voice the responses.                                                     

Children learn liturgical behavior by copying 

you. 

¶ If you leave Mass with your child, feel free to 

do so, but please come back.  As Jesus said, “Let 

the children come to me.” 

TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH… 

¶ The presence of children is a gift to the                                                             

Church and they are a reminder that our parish 

is growing. 

¶ Remember that the way we welcome                                                                

children in church directly affects the                                                                    

way they respond to the Church, to God                                                                     

and to one another.  Let them know that they                                                               

are at home in this house of worship. 

¶ Please welcome our children and give a smile                                                          

of encouragement to their parents. 

 

 


