
Saint Matthias Parish 
 

128 Bryn Mawr Avenue 
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania  19004 

                                            
 

W e b s i t e :   w w w . s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g         

E m a i l :   m a t t h i a s @ s a i n t m a t t h i a s . o r g  
   
 
 

   Founded 1906 
  

R e c t o r y :   6 1 0 - 6 6 4 - 0 2 0 7            F a x :   6 1 0 - 6 6 4 - 3 5 5 9  
Parish Religious Education Office and Youth Office:  610-664-1942     

      

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil:  5:00 p.m.     Sunday:  8:30 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   7:00 p.m. 

Monday – Friday:  7:30 a.m.       Saturday:  8:00 a.m.  
 

  Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions):  Saturdays at 4:15 PM, also by appointment 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

Reverend Monsignor Gerard C. Mesure, J.D., J.C.D., M.A. … Pastor          Director of Parish Outreach:  Peggy Haley   

Reverend Sean P. Bransfield, J.C.L., M.A., M.Div.… Parochial Vicar           Director of Liturgical Music:  Berthilla Wiscount 

Reverend John A. McGinnis, Retired Priest             Coordinator of Religious Education:  Peggy Haley 

Reverend Mr. Brandon M. Artman, M.Div.... Parish Transitional Deacon        Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministry:  Katie Bryson                                   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to Saint Matthias Parish!    Please see one of 

the priests after any weekend Mass, or call the Rectory if you are interested 

in registering at Saint Matthias Parish. 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  The office staff is available for business matters 

Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
 

APPOINTMENTS:  You are asked to arrange an appointment in advance by 

telephone with the Priest you wish to see. 
 

SICK CALLS: Emergencies – Please call the Rectory.  Hospital Visitation – 

The Parish Priests will be happy to visit any Parishioner who is hospitalized.  

Please contact the Rectory, since hospitals do not contact the Rectory. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is administered most 

Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  Arrangements are made in advance at the Rectory.  

Sponsors must   provide proof of eligibility by a letter from their respective 

Pastors.  First-time parents attend a Pre-Jordan Meeting prior to Baptism, 

which is arranged at a mutually convenient time. 

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Arrangements must be made with the Pastor    

at least six months before the date of the Wedding.  Pre-Cana instructions are 

required. Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. and 

2:00 p.m., or on Friday evenings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

O C T O B E R  22,  2017  ~  T W E N T Y - N I N T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E
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October 22, 2017 
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 21 – Vigil, Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
5:00  Margy Norton 
 

Sunday, October 22 – Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
*8:30 The Lombardi Family 
10:30  Mary Monica Connors Lawn 
7:00 For Our Parishioners 

 

Monday, October 23 – Weekday/St. John Capistrano 
7:30  Joseph Bove 
  

Tuesday, October 24 – Weekday/St. Anthony Mary Claret 
7:30 Joseph Bove 
 

Wednesday, October 25 – Weekday 

7:30 Nicholas Chovanes 
 

Thursday, October 26 – Weekday 
7:30 Rev. Michael J. McCabe 

        

Friday, October 27 – Weekday 
*7:30 Bill Duffy 
  

Saturday, October 28 – Ss. Simon and Jude 
8:00 In Thanksgiving 
*5:00  The DeSouza Family 
 

Sunday, October 29 – Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
*8:30 In Memory of Eugene Chovanes 
*10:30  In Memory of Byard T. West 
7:00 James Bonde 

 
* Extraordinary support through the Saint Matthias Day Program  

 
LIVING LIGHTS:  On the side of the Sanctuary 
near the statue of the Sacred Heart is a place where 
three candles burn for special intentions.  If you wish 
to have one of these candles burning for your 
intention, please bring your donation and intention to 
the sacristy or the rectory office.  The donation for 
these candles is $10.  This week’s candles are lit for: 
Our Youth, Family and Marriage, and Special 
Intention. 

H.O.P.E. – Helping Other People Enthusiastically   
Our volunteers assist fellow Parishioners by providing 
transportation to doctors’ offices, banks, and super-

markets.  The H.O.P.E. Captain for October 23–28 
is Dolores DiGiacomo: 610-664-6043. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH:  

Martha Eckert, Frank Diebold, Marie Damas, 
Eleanor Kuhl, Louise Owens, Michele Smith, 
Lorraine Beaulieu, Dr. Joan Hurlock, Rev. Thomas 
Wheeler, S.J., Rev. James Moore, S.J., Chadd Kraus, 
Louis Owens, Lynne Dotsey, Toni Mastrocola, Jack 
Yura, Nancy Lawler, Peggy Haley, Michelle Smith, 
George Light, John Maley, Richard & Mary Jane 
Breen, Ann Ledgister, Olivia King, Terrie Gaspar, 
Louise Grato, and Sr. Margaret Donohue, R.S.M.  
We also pray for those served by our Parish in 
Inglis House and Bala Nursing Home. Please help 
us keep this list current: if you wish to have 
someone’s name added to/removed from the Sick 
List, contact the Rectory.  

 
MEMBERS OF THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:   

Patricia Black, Katie Bryson (ex-officio), Andrea 
Constantino, Mike DeMonte, Maggie Duffy, Peggy 
Haley (ex-officio), Ross Holgado, Ed Kiefski, Claudia 
Martinez, Ray Nepomuceno, Kathy O’Connor-
Eicke, Gina Sullivan, H. Nelson Keyser (finance rep.), 
Berthilla Wiscount (ex-officio). 

 
Sacrificial Giving ~ Stewardship  
Sunday Collection – October 14/15, 2017: $ 7,534 

Second Collection – October 14/15:  $ 491 

Sunday Collection – October 15/16, 2016:  $ 8,799 

Thank you for your continued sacrificial generosity! 

 
Second Collection Envelopes 

 
This Weekend: World Mission Sunday Collection  

Thank you for your sacrificial generosity.   
All second collection envelopes should be placed  

in the main collection at Mass. 
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Sunday, October 29th 

4:30 to 6:00 PM 
Saint Matthias Parking Lot 

(in the gym if it rains) 
All children are welcome! 

Those wishing to distribute candy at Trunk or 
Treat should contact Andrea Constantino at 
aconsta2002@gmail.com or call the Rectory  

during office hours. 

 

 

All Saints Day – a Holy Day of Obligation – is 

Wednesday, November 1.   

The Mass Schedule is as follows: 

Tuesday, October 31 (vigil): 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, November 1: 7:30 AM, Noon, 7:00 PM 

Our annual Mass of Remembrance will be celebrated 

on Sunday, November 5 at 10:30 AM.  During this 

Mass, the names of all those who have been buried 

from Saint Matthias Parish in the last year are read.  

Family members are invited to light a candle in 

memory of their deceased loved one.  Then, others are 

invited to come forward and light a candle for a 

deceased family member.  Please plan on joining us to 

pray for our beloved dead. 

 
Saint Matthias Class of 1977 is having their 40th 
year reunion on November 24.  If you have friends 
or family in that year (around 54 years old), please let 
them know or send their contact info to Mikie 
Kershner O’Mara at: MOMaraRN@comcast.net. 
We want everyone to be included! 

 
All-Class Reunion: Update 
Unfortunately, the Saint Matthias School           

All-Class Reunion we were hoping to hold in 

November will have to be postponed.  We are 

hoping for a date sometime next year. 

 
Life is changed, not ended.   Please pray for the 
happy repose of the soul of William (Bill) Duffy.  
May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Mass & Dinner 
with the presentation of the Saint Matthias Ministry Award 

 

Saturday, November 11, 2017 
5:00 PM Mass followed by Dinner in Msgr. Noone Hall 

 
Invitation to our Parish Volunteers 

The parish wants to show our appreciation to all of the 
adults who volunteer in any capacity.  

Reservations necessary for Dinner Reception; 
please inform Rectory no later than November 3. 

 

Name(s): _____________________________________ 
 

Area(s) of Volunteering: ________________________ 
 

Phone/Email: _________________________________ 
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October:  
The Month of the Holy Rosary 

 

 
 

Rosaries are available at the entrances of the Church.  The 
rosary is prayed every morning here at Saint Matthias for your 
intentions.  Please write your intention in the red Intention 
Book located to the right of the main entrance. 

 
Welcome to the Parish! 

 Stephen and Laura Close and daughter Ellie 

 Zachary and Margaret Martin, Jack and Cooper 
Ryan (twins), and Debbie (mother of Stephen) 

 
Welcome to the Catholic Church! 
Ellie Close, daughter of Stephen & Laura Close, 
was recently baptized at Saint Matthias Church. 

 
Welcome to Your Life Together as One! 
Maria Fetterolf and Sam Pearce  

 
Upcoming Events at Saint Raphaela Center 

616 Coopertown Rd., Haverford // 610-642-5715 // 

www.straphaelacenter.org 

 Centering Prayer for Beginners.  Centering 

Prayer is a remarkably simple method that opens 

one to God's gift of contemplative prayer.  It 

provides a way for you to lean into God, allowing 

God to companion you daily.  Oct. 25, 6 ï 9 PM. 

 Day of Prayer for Widows and Widowers.  Day 

of prayer and guided reflection to offer peace and 

support for those who have lost a spouse (recently 

or years ago).  Led by Deacon David Schaffer.  

The Eucharist will be celebrated.  November 8,  

9:30 AM to 3:00 PM.  

 Advent Directed Retreat Week/Weekend.  

Retreats for an extended time of prayer and 

silence, accompanied by a Spiritual Director.  

Weekend Dates: December 8ï10; Weeklong 

Dates: December 8ï15. 

Winter CYO basketball registration  is now open 

for all parishioners, boys and girls grades 5-12. The 

link is http://smsnarberth.org.assn.la.  More info on 

our parish website under MINISTRIES. 

 
Chestnut Hill College’s Institute for Forgiveness 

and Reconciliation presents Forgiveness: A Path to 

Heal Both Victim and Offender.  October 24 at 7 PM 

at the Redmond Room of Chestnut Hill College.  

Presented by Vicki Schieber, a promoter of restorative 

justice and the reform of our criminal justice system 

and a woman of remarkable, moral courage. Come to 

learn more about her story and her activism over the 

last 20 years.  Free and open to the public.  For more 

information or to RSVP, email forgive@chc.edu, or 

call 215-248-7099.  

 
Theology on Tap.  October 27 at 7 PM, Saint 
Charles Borromeo Seminary.  Christine Flowers, 
Attorney & Columnist, will speak on The Dogma 
Lives Loudly in You.  Beer, Wine, Soda, and Snacks 
all provided free of charge. Doors open at 6:45 PM.  
Ages 21-35 (must have valid photo ID).  Featuring 
live music.  The evening ends with Night Prayer. 

 
2017 Archdiocesan Pilgrimage 

in Honor of Our Blessed Mother 
 

THIS Saturday, October 28, 2017 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 

Washington, DC 
 

All are welcome to participate!  Program begins at 

Noon and includes confessions, procession and 

crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the holy Rosary, 

and concludes with a Solemn Mass at 3:00 PM with 

Archbishop Chaput, celebrant and homilist.  Let’s fill 

the Basilica as the sons and daughters of Mary! Our Lady 

of Fatima, Pray for Us! 

 
Waldron Mercy Academy, a Catholic, co-educat-
ional, independent Preschool through Grade 8, 
sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy, will host an 
Open House on October 29 at Noon. To learn 
more, please call Sr. Joellen at 610-664-9847, ext. 
113 or visit www.waldronmercy.org. 
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Impact the future of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

by attending Fuel the Flame, an engaging, informa-

tive, and vibrant evening! Mike Patin, national 

speaker, will present practical strategies for promoting 

vocations and helping to create a culture of vocations 

in our parishes, schools and communities. October 30, 

7:00 to 9:00 PM at St. Charles Seminaryôs Vianney 

Auditorium. Event is free; all are asked to register at 

http://heedthecall.org/event/fueltheflame. 

 
Wine and Cheese Vocations Benefit 
On November 4 at Saint Charles Borromeo 
Seminary, the Archdiocesan Vocations Office will 
host the second annual Heed Your Call Benefit. This 
event allows us the opportunity to build and 
strengthen relationships with our supporters and 
the faithful of the Archdiocese. No donation is too 
small.  The evening begins with Mass at 4:30 p.m., 
followed by entertainment, presentations, and 
vocation stories by some of our newly-ordained 
clergy.  Registration and more info.: 610-667-5778 
or HeedTheCall.org. 

 
Mothers’ Home & Mercedarian Works of 
Charity Auction/Fundraiser.  November 4 at the 
Champaign Room (at the Polish Club) in Clifton 
Heights.  Doors open at 6:30 PM; buffet opens at 
7.  $25/person in advance; $30/person at the door.  
Live music, gift baskets, auction items.  Tkts/Info.:      
215-341-9842 or thirdorderofmercy@gmail.com. 

 
Pennsylvanians for Human Life  invites you and 
your friends to a Ladies Shopping Luncheon to benefit 
Pro-Life Education Services.  November 5 at 12 Noon 
at the Overbrook Golf Club. Cocktails, Lunch, 
Dessert, Vendor Shopping, Silent Auction, Gift 
Baskets. Information: 610-696-0780. 

 
Vocation Awareness Week is November 5-11.  
Parishes across the Archdiocese of Philadelphia will 
join in a Holy Hour dedicated to the growth of 
vocations in our diocese.   Our parish will partici-
pate by joining with Saint Margaret, Presentation 
B.V.M., and Saint John Vianney Parishes in a Holy 
Hour on Thursday, November 9 from 7:00–8:00 
PM at Saint Margaret Church in Narberth.  All 
are welcome. 

Young Adult Movie Night at Saint Charles 

Seminary:  Hitchcock’s “I Confess”     

November 10, from 7 to 10 PM.  Join us for a 

viewing of this classic thriller and a discussion to 

follow. It will be a fun way to grow in our 

understanding that God still calls men to be the 

priests who hear our confessions.  Soft drinks and 

snacks provided. 

 
Retreat for Married Couples – Together as One: 

Theology of the Body & Married Life   3-day 

seminar retreat (Nov., 17-19) in Elverson, PA.  Im-

merse your marriage in the riches of John Paul IIôs 

vision of marital love while gaining a deeper under-

standing of the Sacrament of Matrimony. Join other 

married and engaged couples for a unique time of 

discussion, prayer, group reflection, and daily 

celebration of Eucharist and Confession.  More info: 

tobinstitute.org/marriage-retreat; 215-302-8200 x104. 

 

 
October, 2017:  For Workers & The Unemployed 

That all workers may receive respect and protection 

of their rights, and that the unemployed may receive 

the opportunity to contribute to the common good. 

 

 

For more information on vocations to the Sacred 

Priesthood in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, 

please visit www.HeedTheCall.org or call the 

Archdiocesan Vocations Office at 610-667-5778. 
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Pope sets pre-synod meeting to listen to youths’ 

hopes, doubts 

 

By Junno Arocho Esteves Å Catholic News Service Å  

October 4, 2017 

 

VATICAN  CITY (CNS) ð Pope Francis has 

invited Christian and non-Christian young people 

from around the world to a meeting in preparation for 

the Synod of Bishops on youth in 2018. 

Before concluding his weekly general 

audience, the pope said the March 19-24, 2018, pre-

synod meeting will  be an opportunity for the church to 

listen to the hopes and concerns of young men and 

women. 

ñThrough this journey, the church wants to 

listen to the voices, the sensibilities, the faith as well 

as the doubts and criticisms of young people. We must 

listen to young people,ò Pope Francis said Oct. 4. 

The theme chosen by the pope for the Synod 

of Bishops, which will  be held in October 2018, is: 

ñYoung people, faith and vocational discernment.ò 

The general secretariat of the synod said the 

initiative ñwill allow young people to express their 

expectations and desires as well as their uncertainties 

and concerns in the complex affairs of todayôs world.ò 

Young people attending the meeting will  

represent bishopsô conferences, the Eastern Catholic 

churches, men and women in consecrated life and 

seminarians preparing for the priesthood, the general 

secretariat said. 

The gathering also will  include representatives 

from other Christian communities and other religions 

and experts in the fields of education, culture, sports 

and arts, who ñare involved in helping young people 

discern their choices in life.ò 

ñThe pre-synod meeting will  enrich the 

consultation phase, which began with the publication 

of the preparatory document and its questionnaire, 

along with the launch of an online website containing 

a specific questionnaire for young people,ò the synod 

office said in a statement. 

Conclusions drawn from the meeting, the 

general secretariat added, will  be given to members of 

the Synod of Bishops ñto encourage their reflection 

and in-depth study.ò 

Young people attending the meeting also will  

take part in the Palm Sunday Mass at the Vatican 

March 25, coinciding with local celebrations of World 

Youth Day. 

Switching from autopilot to active participation 

at Mass 
 

By Kelly Bothum • Catholic News Service • October 6, 2017 

 

At some point in our lives, nearly all of us 

have been stuck in the wash-rinse-repeat cycle of 

Sunday Mass. We go to church, listen to the Gospel, 

receive the Eucharist, drive home and do it all over 

again the next week.  When we’re operating out of 

habit, we’re present but not really present. It’s a 

shame, too, because active participation in Mass 

offers a special opportunity to deepen our faith and 

more fully explore our relationship with Christ.  

As practicing Catholics, we know this. But 

some days are harder to engage than others, whether 

it’s the drone of an underwhelming homily, the 

distraction of fidgeting kids, or the weight of carrying 

heavy personal burdens. 

So how can we make sure we’re getting our 

faith’s worth when attending Mass? Being open to 

chang e can be a good start. Sometimes, it’s a simple 

shift, like swapping your regular seat in church for 

one with a different vantage point. If you’re a regular 

at the 8:00 a.m. Mass, consider instead going to the 

vigil instead.  If you’re struggling to fully participate in 

Mass, perhaps it’s a sign to consider a more active 

role. Serving as an extraordinary minister of holy 

Communion or lector means assuming a hands-on 

role that can help you feel more connected.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

(The same advice goes for bored kids — being an 

altar server may help Mass feel more like a real thing 

rather than a nebulous experience.) 

Music makes the difference for Joe Gawinski, 

63, who has been singing in organized choral groups 

since he was in the sixth grade. He said singing in the 

choir helps him focus on why he’s there, but the 

benefits of the music extend beyond the church 

doors. “During the week, all I need to do is think of a 

recent song title and the words transport me to a 

healthier place,” he said. 

It’s also worth realizing that our needs during 

Mass can change depending on the stage of our life. 

In our youth, it may be the actual habit itself that we 

are cultivating. As we get older and our lives get more 

hectic, Mass may be valuable because of the 

opportunity for silent prayer and thanksgiving.   

But there’s one place we can’t be on autopilot, 

and that’s at Mass. Our faith depends on it. 


